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Coke County Retired Teachers attend area meeting.

Coke County Retired

Teachers to meet
The Coke County Retired
will hold the first
meeting of the year on Monday,
September 21, at the First
Baptist Church in Bronte at
12:00 noon for a covered dish

Teachers

meal and meeting,
New retirees are urged to join
the CCRTA as a

support for active teachers and

show of

retirees in matters of legislation.
Also a good meal is guaranteed
at each of the nine meetings
throughout the year.

A group of CCRTA teachers
attended the San Angelo Retired
Teachers Association to hear
Tim Lee, Executive Director of
the Retired Teachers
Association, bring everyone up

Texas

to date on retirement funds and
health care. It is essential to be
informed of any legislation
taking place in Austin and Tim
Lee and his staff are the retired
teachers’ representative on site
in Austin.

He that the

teachers who remain active are

said retired
the ones who “get-it-done.” He
explained the revenue stream for
the RTA fund as well as the
health care concerns. The only
thing going up is the health care
cost. Pension income remains
steady, but 1s not equal to the
medical complex and its rising

the
representatives who supported

costs. Some  of
TRA are not returning to the
legislature.  This will pose a
problem year after next.

One representative on hand
was Senator Charles Perry who
recognizes retired and active
the
He

reminded the group that a

teachers importance in

education of Texans.

voting block of teachers and
retired teachers will make a
strong statement in the future.
He expressed his appreciation to
educators.

Dr. J. D. Sheffield, who was
born in Loraine, Texas, and now
serves as a representative of
District 59 in the Gatesville area,
was also a speaker. He speaks
for public education and is not
in favor of vouchers. Private
charter schools are for profit and

When
they close, the profits leave

under few regulations.

Texas.

The Coke County Retired
Association meets each month
(except December) of the school

Deadline nears to
order swine tags

It is that time of year again to
order swine validation tags for
FFA and 4-H members planning
on exhibiting swine projects at
the Coke County Show and the
major stock shows.

Any barrow must have a state
validation tag to be eligible to
enter Fort Worth, San Angelo,

San Antonio, Houston, or

Austin stock shows. Also, any
gilt must have a state validation
tag to be able to participate in
the C'TBR Stars of Texas gilt
show at the San Angelo Stock
show.

You your
Agriscience teacher or the Coke

can  contact
County Extension office to place
your tag order. The tag order is
due by Iriday, September 25,
2015, to the swine validation
chairman. Swine validation will
be held in November and will be

set by the county stock show
board of directors.

‘64 Study Club to
raffle Spirit Quilt

The ‘64 Study Club’s Spirit
Quilt will be on view at the
club’s booth during the Robert
Lee Street Affair on Saturday,
September 19th.

The hand crafted quilt by
Debbie Haveman and crew,
Shirley Davidson, Stephanie
Haveman and Johnetta
Lawrence, is a black and orange
creation that will accompany the
winner at every RLISD sports
event. It’s RLISD spirit is alive
in school colors and steer logos.
The winner can stay “orange
warm” and “bleed orange,” too.

Also, the club will have tickets
available for a Sam’s Club and
Wal Mart gift certificate.
Tickets are $1.00 each. The
drawing will be held at the

downtown Christmas in Robert
Lee event in December.

The funds raised through this
effort provide scholarships for
RLISD seniors. The quilt will
be on display at all RLISD
home games: September 25;
October 2 and November 6.

Annual Style Show
set for October 4

The annual Style Show
benefitting Bronte Food
Ministries is set for  Sunday,

October 4, 2015. A change has
been made this year adding a
lunch with hostesses. There will
be eight hostesses of tables each
sitting eight. The hostess will be
responsible for preparing the
meal and serving the people at
their table.

Lunch will begin at 12:30 and
the style show will kick off at 2
pm. For more information, call
Donna Hall at 325-450-7720
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MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Explanatory Statements for the
November 3, 2015
Constitutional Amendment
Election

Proposzition Number 1
(SJR 1)
SJE 1 - Current law provides an
exemption of $15,000 from the ad
valorem taxation for public school
purposes of a residence homestead.
The proposed amendment wonld
mcrease this exemption to $25 000,
starhmg 1 the tax year bepinming
Jamuary 1, 2015, In order to reflect
the mereased exemphon on the
homestead of a person 65 years of
age or older or a disabled persomn,
the proposed amendment would
provide a reducton to the cwrent
hmitation on the total amount of
ad valorem tfaxes. The proposed
amendment would protect school
districts from all or part of the
revenue loss by a 1zl an
appropriaiion of funds accordmg to
formmlas set by the legislature. In
addition, the proposed amendment
would authonize the legislature
to prolubit a political subdivision
from reducing or repealing a
homestead exemption adopted by
the political subdivision. Fimally,
the proposed amendment would
prohabat the imposition of a fax on
the conveyance of real property, but
would not prohabat the imposition of
a business tax measured by busmess
activity, a ftax on the production of
mmerals, a tax on the issuance of
fitle insurance, or a change in the
rate of a tax mn existence on January

1. 2016.

The proposed amendment will
appear on the ballot as follows:
“The constitutional amendment
the amount of the
residence h d exemption
ad wvalorem taxation for
public school purposes from
15,000 to $25,000, providing for
a reduction of the mitation on
the total amount of ad valorem
taxes that may be imposed for
those purposes on the homestead
of am elderly or dizabled perszon
to reflect the inereased exemption
amount, anthorizing the
legizlature to prohibit a political
subdivizion that hasz adopted am
optional residence homestead
exempton from ad valerem
taxation from reducing the
amount of or repealing the

exempton, and prohibitng the
enactment of a law that imposes a
transfer tax on a transaction that
conveys fee simple title to real
property.”

Propozition Number 2
(HIR 75)

HJE 75 - In 2011, voters approved
a constitubional amendment to
allow a surviving spouse of a
100 percent or totally disabled
veteran an exemphion from ad
valorem taxahon from all or part
of the market value on the disabled
veteran’s residence homestead, as
long as the swviving spouse had
not remamed. The amendment did
not apply to sumiving spouses of
veterans who died befors 2011.
This amendment would extend
the exemphon i such cases. The
proposed amendment would apply
only to ad wvalorem taxes imposed
for a tax year beginning on or after
January 1, 2016,

The proposed amendment would
appear on the ballot as follows:
“The comstitutional amendment
anthorizing the legizslature #o
provide for an exemption from ad
valorem taxation of all or part of
the market value of the rezidence
homestead of the surviving
spouse of a 100 percent or totally
dizabled veteran who died before
the law authorizing a residence
homestead exemption for such a
veteran took effect.”

Proposition Number 3
(SJTR. 52)

S5JR 5! proposes a constintional
amendment fo repeal the
requirement for the Comptroller of
Public Accounts, the Commissioner
of the General Land Office, the
Attormey General, and any other
officers elected statewide to reside
in Awnstin, Texas, the state capital
Under current law, these statewide
elected officers are required to reside
in the capital of the State of Texas
while in office. This amendment
would not apply to the residency
requirement for the Governor.

The proposed amendment will
appear on the ballot as follows:
“The constitutional amendment
repealing the requirement that
state officers elected by voters
statewide reside im the state
capital.™

Proposzition Number 4
(HIE 73)

HJE 73 proposes a constiutional
amendment that would grant the
legislature the amthonty fo pass
statutes to allow a professiomal
sports team chantable foundation to
conduct charitable raffles under the
termis and conditions imposed by
general law. The laws passed under
this authority may provide that the
professional sports team chantable
foundation may use proceeds
from soch chantable raffles
to pay reasonable adverhsing,
promotional, and adoumstrative
expenses. Any law enacted by thus
provision only applhes to entihies
defined as professiomal sporfs team
charitable foundations on January 1,
2016. Additionally, any law enacted
by this prowvision may only allow
charitable raffles to be conducted
at games hosted at the home venue
of the professiomal sports team
associated with a professional sports
team charntable foundation.

The proposed amendment would
appear on the ballot as follows:
“The constimtonal amendment
authorizing the legizlature to
permit professional sports team
charitable foundations to conduct
charitable raffles.”

Propesition Number 5
(STR1T)
5JR 17 proposes a conshiutional
amendment which would increase
from 5,000 to 7,500 the maximouwm
total population thresheld of a
county that 15 allowed to constmct
and maintain pnvate roads as long
as the county mmposes a reasonable

charge for the work.

The proposed amendment wrll
appear on the ballot as follows:
“The constitntonal amendment
to anthorize counties with a
population of 7,500 or less to
perform private road construction
and maintenance.™

Proposzition Number 6
(SJR 22

S5JR 1l proposes a constfuhional
amendment that would add the right
to hunt, fish and harvest wnldhfe,
melndmg by use of tradihonal
methods, m the Bill of Rights
of the Texas Consttution. This
nght wounld be subject to laws and
regulahions infended to conserve

and manage wildlife and to preserve
the foture of hunfing and fishing.
The proposed amendment would
establish hunting and fishing as the
preferred method of managing and
controling wildhfe in Texas. The
proposed amendment is not intended
to affect any law or provision
related to trespass, property nghts
or emnent domam, and would
not prevent the legislature from
authorizing a3 omumcipality to
regulate the discharge of a firearm
1n a populated area m the mterest of
safety.

The proposed amendment wnll
appear omn the ballot as follows:
“The conztitutional amendment
recognizing the right of the people
to hunt, fish, and harvest wildlife
sabject to laws that promofe
wildlife conservation.™

Proposition Number 7
(5JB. 5)

EJR 5 proposes a constitutional
amendment to dedicate a porbon
of revermes from (1) the state sales
and use tax, and (2} the tax imposed
on the sale, use, or rental of a motor
wehicle, to the State Highway Fund
(SHF). Under cament law, these
funds would be deposited to the
General Revenue Fund.  Money
deposited to the SHF is infended to
be used only to construct, maintain,
or acquire nights-of-way for public
roadways other than toll roads; or to
repay cerfain transpertation-related
debi.

The proposed amendment would
appear on fthe ballot as follows:
“The constitutional amendment
dedicating certain zales and use
tax revenue amnd motor vehicle
zales, use, and rental tax revenune
to the state highway fund to
provide funding for nontolled
roads and the reduction of certain
transportation-related debt.™
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