
something, if  only the 
percentage of  a crop’s original 
value, to make ends meet in bad 
years. Without it, many farmers 
and ranchers would go out of  
business in times of  drought or 
excessive rain.” 

For more information, farmers 
are encouraged to visit the local 
FSA office. 

The Coke County 
Commissioners Court met in 
regular session on December 8, 
2015, at the courthouse in 
Robert Lee. All members of  the 
court were present.  Clerk Mary 
Grim was also in attendance.

The meeting opened with 
prayer, given by Judge Blair, and 
the pledge to the flag was 
recited.

Judge Blair announced the 
presence of  a quorum.  

Comm. Williams made a motion 
to approve the minutes for 
November 24.  The motion was 
seconded by Comm. Montgomery.  
The motion carried. 

The Treasurer’s Report was 
not available.
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Vision With a Purpose held 
their first meeting of  2016 at 
their headquarters on Austin 
Street Thursday, January 7, at 
6:30 pm. The meeting opened 
with a prayer led by Gaylon 
Childress.

Debbie Childers went over 
2015’s activities and 
accomplishments: ribbon 
cuttings, flags for Memorial 
Park, long range planning 
committee, scholarships, golf  
cart to local golf  course, 
memorial for Ed Blackburn, 
Street Affair, Sons of  Pitches 
sponsorship, manning the home 
football games concession stand, 
bake sale, December’s Open 
House and Small Town 
Christmas.

It was reported that seven 
Thanksgiving baskets were 
delivered to Robert Lee families 
by Renee Smith.

New bi-laws were introduced 
and accepted by the 
membership.

It was approved to donate 
$400 to the Coke County Junior 
Livestock Show and to donate a 
syrup tub for their auction.

Debbie Childers was 
appointed President Emeritus 
for next year.  She has served as 
president for the past 5 years.

It was suggested and approved 
to install bricks in Memorial 
Park in honor of  Mr. Torres, Ed 
Blackburn, Tina Prentice and 
Bill Blair.

Heart Workers for December 
were Jan and Floyd Pettit, 
announced by Debbie Childers.  
Besides operating three 
successful insurance offices, the 
Pettits have chaired committees, 
participated in many activities, 
and are great supporters of  
Robert Lee.

Next month’s meeting will be 
Thursday, February 4.  At that 
meeting will be the election of  
officers.

It’s time once again for Coke 
County farmers to enroll in farm 
bill safety net programs at the 
local Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) office. 

The enrollment period for the 
2015 Agriculture Risk Coverage 
(ARC) and Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) programs opened Dec. 7 
and will remain open through 
Aug. 1, 2016. 

“Many Coke County farmers 
already made their safety net 
program selection, but it’s 
important for all of  them to go 
back to the FSA office to enroll 
their acreage into the program 
for the new year,” John Ross 
Copeland, Coke County Farm 
Bureau president, said. 

FSA officials encourage 
farmers to call their local FSA 
office to make an appointment 
to enroll before the deadline. 

“If  Coke County farmers 
don’t enroll, their farms and 
crops won’t be eligible for 
financial assistance should crop 
prices or farm revenues fall,” 
John Ross said. “These safety 
nets are important to ensure 
American farmers have 

These three young ladies worked for over three hours one day before 
Christmas sweeping the sidewalks of  downtown Bronte and handing out candy canes to shoppers. 
Brynlee Graves, age 5, and Kennedi Graves, age 7, are the daughters of  Kim Hall Graves. Brooke Davis, 
age 8, is the daughter of  Wendy Johnson Davis.


