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On This Day Villa, and funding from both sources helped restore and  Ashton Villa was opened to the administered by the Galveston

in Texas History government  and  private refurnish the historic home. public in 1974 and 1is Historical Foundation.
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On this day in 1870, the Waco W t W k I
Suspension Bridge, a 475-foot a e r e e y

structure that crosses the Brazos For the week of 01/03/22

River in downtown Waco, was

opened to traffic. At the time, it
was the longest single-span Water conditions

suspension bridge west of the
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Mississippi River. Givil engineer and driest Decembers on record for Texas. %
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$141,000. Initially, the Waco 10 percent of the state.
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January 7th, 1859
On this day in 1859,

businessman James Moreau Texas percent area

Brown purchased four lots at

Texas began 2021 with more than 80 percent of the state in drought. Above average rainfall that began in
May reduced the area of the state in drought to less than 5 percent by mid-July. But since early September,
drought has been steadily increasing across the state.

the corner of Broadway
Boulevard and Twenty-fourth
Street in Galveston. On the site
he built Ashton Villa, reputed

to be the first brick house in Texas percent area in U.S. Drought Monitor categories

Galveston. He designed the 100.00
three-story, Victorian Italianate -
residence himself and used

slave  labor and  skilled 60.00
European craftsmen to build it. P
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damp, Brown made the brick
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Brown died in 1895; his home DO (Abnormally dry) D1 (Moderate drought) D2 (Severe drought) - D3 (Extreme drought) . D4 (Exceptional drought)
withstood the devastation of

the Galveston hurricane of Chart courtesy of the U.5. Drought Monitor
1900, but its basement was

filled with sand and silt. El Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB'’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.

Mina Shrine bought the house

in 1927 and used it for the next Bryan McMath, Governmental Relations | bryan.mcmath@twdb.texas.gov | 512-463-7850

forty years as business offices. Kaci Woodrome, Media Relations | kaci.woodrome@twdb.texas.gov | 512-475-1720

In 1968 the Shriners offered

the property for sale. A www.twdb.texas.gov Stay connected: (O) Texaswater
campaign led by the Galveston s ﬁ , . u m DEVEIOpment Board

Historical Foundation raised
$125,000 to purchase Ashton
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