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Just
     From
         Jan

by Jan Yanez
Cooperative

Extension Agent

RLHS Spanish Club Officers! The Robert Lee High School Spanish Club officers for 2011-
2012 are from (left to right) Rachel Rojas (President), Luisa Carrera (Reporter), Zachary
Sanchez (Treasurer), Diana Vera (Vice-President) and Jordan Gartman (Secretary)

T H E  U L H O M E
S A F E T Y P L A N N I N G

G U I D E
6 Days To A Safer Home
W h e n  y o u ’ r e  a  p a r e n t ,

safety is  an important  part  of
protecting your family.

You  probab ly  know about
ch i ldp roo f ing  and  some  o f
the  o ther  sa fe ty  bas ics ,  bu t
w h a t  a b o u t  b i g g e r  s a f e t y
issues,  such as f ire,  f loods or
o the r  na tu ra l  d i sas t e r s  tha t
can strike without warning?

UL is  here  to  help.   Below
you’l l  f ind one easy thing to
do  each  day  fo r  a  week  to
help plan and prepare to keep
your  family  safer.   The  end
r e s u l t  i s  a  s a f e r  h o m e  i n
seven simple steps.

Day 1
Create a Fire Escape Plan
Draw a simple f loor plan of

your  home.   On i t ,  mark two
e x i t s  f r o m  e v e r y  r o o m ,
inc lud ing  windows ,  and  an
a s s e m b l y  p o i n t  o u t s i d e  o f
your house.   Write “Call  911”
on the escape plan and post  i t
in a central   location,  such as
the refrigerator door.   Hold a
fire dri l l  with al l  members of
your family to be sure every-
one understands the plan.

Day 2
Install /Check Smoke

Alarms
Smoke  a la rms  save  l ives .

Instal l  a t  least  one UL-l is ted
smoke a la rm on every  leve l
of  your  home,  inc luding the
basemen t  and  ou t s ide  each
sleeping area.   Once you have
them in s t a l l ed ,  t e s t  smoke
a l a r m s  o n c e   a  w e e k  a n d
replace smoke alarm batteries
twice a year.   So go on, check
those batteries!

Day 3
Pick a Meet-up Spot

An impor tan t  pa r t  o f  any
sa fe ty  p lan  i s  a  des igna ted

meet-up spot  in  case  disaster
p reven t s  you  f rom reach ing
your home.  Choose a meeting
p l ace  away  f rom the  home
with your kids and make sure
they know how  to  get  there .
Famil ies  tha t  have  d iscussed
where  they’ l l  meet  and what
to  do  in  d i fferent  s i tuat ions
a r e  a l w a y s  b e t t e r  p r e p a r e d
when disaster strikes.

Day 4
Choose an Emergency

Contact
D e s i g n a t e  a n  o u t - o f - t o w n

rela t ive  or  f r iend to  be  your
family’s  e m e rgency  con tac t
and  keep  t he i r  i n fo rma t ion
with you at  all  t imes.  Let that
re l a t ive  know tha t  they  a re
your family’s go-to person.

Day 5
Review Kids’ Information
When old  enough,  chi ldren

should know their  ful l  name,
parents’ fu l l  names ,  address
( i n c l u d i n g  c i t y  a n d  s t a t e ) ,
home phones numbers  ( inclu-
ding area  code)  and parents’
work  phone  numbers  or  ce l l
phones .   Younger   k ids  can
work  on  l ea rn ing  the i r  fu l l
name and phone number  f i rs t
and  t hen  you r  ou t -o f  t own
contac t  as  they  are  ab le .   A
f u n  w a y  t o  t e a c h  y o u n g e r
chi ldren your  phone number?
Turn it  into a song.

Day 6
Prepare an Emergency Kit
Kits should include:

*five days  worth of  non-
perishable food and water

* can opener
* flashlight
*  P o r t a b l e  e m e r gency

radio  (hard-work ,  so lar-pow-
ered or batter operated)

* Batteries
*  Any prescr ip t ion medi-

c a t i o n  n e e d e d  b y  f a m i l y
members

* First  aid kit
*  Lis t  o f  phone  numbers

for relatives
*  Ne ighbo r s  and  u t i l i t y

company phone numbers  and
information

*  P i c t u r e s  a n d  d e s c r i p -
tions of your family

* If  you have pets,  include
5 days’ wor th  of  canned pe t
f o o d  a n d  w a t e r ,  s t u r d y
leashes,  harnesses or  carriers ,

cu r ren t  pho tos  and  desc r ip -
tions and a l i t ter box.

Hay Hotline -
Connecting

Transportation Needs
The Texas Department of

Agriculture has created a hay
hot l ine  in  an  e ffor t  to
respond to the shortage of
hay and feed for livestock in
Texas. Through this hotline,
the department is connecting
buyers and sellers and buyers
wi th  hay  t r anspor ta t ion
options/operators. To assist

in these efforts, please visit:
http://www.gotexan.org/Hayh
otlineHome.aspx.

Sheriff  reminds
citizens of 24 hour

phone number
Sheriff  Wayne McCutchen

wishes to remind all Coke
County c i t i z e n s  t h a t  t h e
Sheriff ’s Department phone
is answered 24 hours a day,
7  days  a  week.   The num-
ber  to  ca l l  i s  (325)  453-
2717.

At the Stoplight in Downtown Bronte • (325) 473-4000

Celebrate
Halloween

with a Treat from

Monday,
October 31st

11 am to 8 pm

Wear your costume

to get a free treat!


