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Over the last several years,
people in Coke County have
been able to watch the FLDS
raid and the numerous trials
stemming from that raid at a
distance.  That will change
Monday morning, October
31, 2011, when the Coke
County citizens summoned to
be prospective jurors report
to the Courthouse in Robert
Lee for the jury selection
phase of the State’s trial of
Frederick Merril Jessop.

Merril Jessop is the father
of the 12 year old gir l
Warren Jeffs was convicted
of sexually assaulting this
summer.  He is accused of
performing the unlawful
wedding ceremony between
his 12 year old daughter and
Warren Jeffs in the group’s
compound on the YFZ Ranch
near Eldorado in Schleicher
County shortly before Jeffs’
arrest in August 2006.

51st Disrict Judge Barbara
Walther  granted Jessop’s
request for a change of venue
from the Tom Green County
C o u r t h o u s e  i n  e a r l y
September and ordered the
proceedings to be held in
Coke County.  During this
previous hearing, Jessop’s
attorney Ray Leifeste stated
that his client didn’t believe
there would be sexual con-
tact between his daughter
and Jeffs following the wed-
ding.  Leifeste compared the
marriage ceremony in ques-
tion to a stage play.

Although there have been
several  t r ia ls  previously
resulting in convictions, the
state must make an individ-
ual case against each of the
accused FLDS men charged,
and each defendant is due the

opportunity for a thorough
defense of the charges.  In
essence, this trial could tie
u p  C o k e  C o u n t y ’ s
Courthouse for awhile.

Coke County is not footing
the  b i l l  fo r  th i s  t r i a l .
However,  Commiss ione r s
Court decided Monday to
spend almost $4,000 to pre-
pare the courthouse prior to
the start of the trial.  Citizens
having business in the court-
house will be inconvenienced
during the trial due to the
fact that the doors leading to
the parking lot  wi l l  be
locked.  Only the front door
will be open and security
checks will be in place.

According to Coke County
Sheriff  Wayne McCutchen,
“DPS will handle security
outside and in the parking
lot, while Schleicher County
Sheriff’s Department and the
C o k e  C o u n t y  S h e r i f f’s
Department will handle secu-
rity inside the courthouse.”
A meeting is set for this
Thursday  be tween these
agencies and representatives
f rom the  Texas  Attorney
General’s office to finalize
security arrangements.

Three hundred jury sum-
m o n s  w e r e  s e n t  o u t .
County/District Clerk Mary
Grim is expecting approxi-
mately 100 prospective jurors
on Monday.  If you were one
of those who received a jury
summons for this trial and
didn’t  m e e t  e x e m p t i o n
requirements, you will need
to  be  i n  t he  D i s t r i c t
Courtroom no later than 10
a m  M o n d a y  m o r n i n g .
P r o s p e c t i v e  j u r o r s  a r e
reminded that security clear-
ance and sign-in is likely to
take some time, so early arri-
val is advised. Proper attire

is required for jurors.
If you are voting early or

have any business at the
courthouse during this trial,
leave your cellphone in your
vehicle or at home.  They
will not be allowed in the
courthouse at all during the
trial.

Special  elections to
be held in Bronte
and Robert Lee

On November 8, Bronte
and Robert Lee will each
hold a special election to
authorize the use of 1/2 cent
sales tax funds for water pro-
jects.  The wording on the
ballot will be as follows:

“The use of Type B sales
and use tax proceeds for
infrastructure relat ing to
water supply facilities, dams,
transmission lines, well field
developments, other water
supply alternatives, water
conservation programs, brush
control programs, and pro-
grams to replace malfunc-
t ioning or  leaking water
lines.”

There will be no increase in
the sales tax rate.  This will
not affect either city’s prop-
erty tax rate.

Early voting is now taking
place  and wil l  cont inue
through November 4, 2011.

More information is avail-
able at Robert Lee City Hall
and Bronte City Hall.

Desserts needed for
Bronte Barbecue

The annual Hunter’s Wild
Game Barbecue in Bronte
wi l l  be  he ld  Sa tu rday,
November 5, from 11 am
until 2 pm.

Coordinator  Kerry Hall
would like to make an appeal
to area cooks to provide a
dessert for the benefit barbe-
cue.  If you would like to
donate a dessert, please call
Kerry Hall at 473-2065.

Bronte Health &
Rehab to host Trick

or Treaters
The Bronte Health and

Rehab Center  wi l l  hos t
Halloween Trick or Treaters
Monday, October 31, from 5
to 6 pm at the facility.  All
area children are welcome to
attend.

Potato Bake
Luncheon set  for

November 8th
The Sorosis Study Club will

hold its fourth annual potato
b a k e  l u n c h e o n  Tuesday,
November 8, at First Baptist
Church fellowship hall.  The
luncheon will be from 11 am
until 1 pm.

All money raised from the
event will go into the club’s
high school scholarship fund.

Tickets may be purchased
ahead from any club member
or at the door.  Take-out con-
tainers will be available.

L o n g h o r n
G o l f  C l u b

s c r a m b l e s  s l a t e d
The Longhorn Golf Club

will be hosting 18-hole 2-
p e r s o n  s c r a m b l e s  o n
Saturday, November 5, and
Saturday, December 3.  Both
will begin at 9 am at the golf
course in Bronte.

For more information, call
473-2156.

Red Hat Society to
meet November 8

The Red Hat Mamas (Red
Hat Society) will meet at 11
am Tuesday, November� 8, for
the Sorosis Club Potato Bake
at First Baptist Church in
Bronte. There will be a few
long tables set up for us Red
Hatters. You will get a baked
potato, butter, sour cream,
cheese, and a selection of
delicious salads and desserts,
all for a reasonable cost.
Money ra ised  f rom the
luncheon wil l  go to the
Sorosis club’s high school
scholarship fun.

(Continued on Page 3)

Jessop trial to begin
Monday in Robert Lee

FLDS Trial Comes to Coke County!  Frederick Merril Jessop (left) walks with his attorney
Ray Leifeste.  Jessop is accused of performing the illegal marriage ceremony of his 12 year old
daughter to Warren Jeffs in 2006.                               (Photo Courtesy of The Eldorado Success)

Football Games

BRONTE LONGHORNS
vs.

Christoval Cougars
7:30 pm • Friday, October 28 • Christoval

ROBERT LEE STEERS
vs.

Water Valley Wildcats
7:30 pm • Friday, October 28 • Water Valley

BLACKWELL HORNETS
vs.

Paint Rock Indians
7:30 pm • Friday, October 28 • Paint Rock


