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in our lives about being good 
stewards of  the land, it will 

remain beautiful for future 
generations to enjoy.

If  family members would like to 
share a photo of  their loved one 
on that day, they are 
encouraged to bring a 
photograph with them.  If  
unable to attend you may email 
or mail a photo of  your loved 
one.

For more information please 
call (325) 473-5311 or (325) 
743-2555. You may also send an 
email to  the foundation at 
ftchadbourne@taylortel.net

Art is all around us. In the 
wind blowing the tall grasses, 
our breathtaking sunsets, and 
even the soil.  Art tells a story, 
far back in history there is 
evidence of  this in cave 
drawings; artists using the 
mediums readily available to 
them.

The Bronte and Robert Lee 
kindergarten classes did the 
same using the soils of  Coke 
County.  District Technician of  
the Coke County Soil and 
Water Conservation District, 
Erin Oleksiuk, gathered 
different soil types for the 
students to paint pictures. 
District Conservationist, Mark 
Sides with the USDA-NRCS 
office, worked with her to 
determine the soil types and 
their characteristics.

The students learned about 
different animals, insects, and 
even a microorganism, called a 
Water Bear, which live in soil or 
make their home in burrows. 
The students learned that all of  
these make Coke County soils 
healthy by fertilizing, aerating, 
and cleaning them. The 
kindergartners then got the 
chance to be both scientist and 
artist. They first looked at each 
soil and thought about what 
color they would make when 
the water was added. They then 
observed the different types in 
cups while the soils were dry. 
The little scientist then had to 
look and listen as water was 
added to each soil; some gave 
off  dust, others foamed and 
fizzed. When it was time to 
paint, each artist created 
wonderful masterpieces of  dark 
brown, tan, and red.  The 
students had a great time 
learning and creating.  If  we all 
take time to teach the children 

 Kindergarten students from Mrs. Drennan’s class in Robert Lee 
(above photo) and Mrs. Webb’s class in Bronte enjoyed “painting” with soils recently 
with Erin Oleksiuk, Coke County Soil and Water Conservation District Technician.


