worked hard and earned his way
into accomplishing his
extraordinary dreams. He wrote
of schoolchildren who see James
as proof that they can be anything
that they want to be. This is
something that we must work hard
to instill in all children. Where you
come from does not limit the kind
of person you can become or what
you can accomplish.

The author juxtaposing vacant
buildings  against  wonderful
people reminded me of a story
from my own family in 1986,
when my father had a career
opportunity that would bring him
to Stamford. He asked his father,
my grandfather; what he thought
about the town. My grandfather
said that, in all his years as a
deliveryman and route salesman
in the area, even when times were
lean for him, he was always
treated decently when he came to
Stamford. That is something my
family has confirmed
experiences for the last 31 years
here. This community’s greatest

in our

asset 1s its people. Seeing that
quality observed and reported by
national sports media is refreshing
and exciting,

Vacant  buildings be

changed. It is much harder to

can

change a culture of vacant

people. When I read over the

words 1n that article, I am
energized to ensure that the
buildings and economy of

Stamford match its people.
James Decker is the Mayor of
Stamford, lexas and the creator
of the “West of 98” website and
forthcoming podcast. He may be
contacted at
westof98.substack.com.

On This Day

in Texas History

November 20, 1837

On this day in 1837, Robert
A. Irion, secretary of state for
the  Republic of  Texas,
recommended in his annual
report to the Congress that the
republic grant copyrights. This
was not the first discussion of
copyrights in the Republic of
Texas. On March 15, 1836, the
delegates to the Convention of
1836 voted to add to the
Constitution Article II, Section
3,

authorizing patents and

before
1838
Congress made an attempt to

three-year delay

implementation. In
pass a special law authorizing
copyright of a map for five
years, but this failed to pass.
1839,
President Mirabeau B. Lamar
approved an act that provided

Finally, on January 28,

fourteen years, on “composition
of matter, liberal arts, sciences
books,
to citizens and those

or literature,
charts,”

maps or
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three works registered in the
republic were never published
and the third was registered in
the United States as well as in

who had filed intentions of  (Austin: Clark, Wing, and Texas, when Texas was admitted
becoming citizens, upon  Brown, 1840). The imprint of into the Union, there was no
payment of a thirty-dollar fee.  this small volume is unique in necessity for Texas copyrights to
Only three copyrights were that it states the copyright was be incorporated into the United

issued, and of the copyrighted secured in the Republic of States copyright system, and no

“patent” rights, running for works only one was published, Texas. Inasmuch as two of the action was taken.
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