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home equity loan, changing 
certain options for the 
refinancing of  home equity 
loans, changing the threshold for 
an advance of  a home equity 
line of  credit, and allowing 
home equity loans on 
agricultural homesteads.”

“The constitutional 
amendment limiting the service 
of  certain officeholders 
appointed by the governor and 
confirmed by the senate after 
the expiration of  the person’s 
term of  office.”

“The constitutional 
amendment authorizing the 
legislature to require a court to 
provide notice to the attorney 
general of  a challenge to the 
constitutionality of  a state 
statute and authorizing the 
legislature to prescribe a waiting 
period before the court may 
enter a judgment holding the 

statute unconstitutional.”

“The constitutional 
amendment on professional 
sports team charitable 
foundations conducting 
charitable raffles.”

“The constitutional 
amendment authorizing the 
legislature to provide for an 
exemption from ad valorem 
taxation of  all or part of  the 
market value of  the residence 
homestead of  the surviving 
spouse of  a first responder who is 
killed or fatally injured in the line 
of  duty.”

“The constitutional 
amendment relating to legislative 
authority to permit credit unions 
and other financial institutions to 
award prizes by lot to promote 
savings.”

“The constitutional 
amendment authorizing the 
legislature to provide for an 
exemption from ad valorem 
taxation of  part of  the market 
value of  the residence 
homestead of  a partially 
disabled veteran or the surviving 
spouse of  a partially disabled 
veteran if  the residence 
homestead was donated to the 
disabled veteran by a charitable 
organization for less than the 
market value of  the residence 
homestead and harmonizing 
certain related provisions of  the 
Texas Constitution.”

“The constitutional 
amendment to establish a lower 
amount for expenses that can be 
charged to a borrower and 
removing certain financing 
expense limitations for a home 
equity loan, establishing certain 
authorized lenders to make a 

Voters across the state will go 
to the polls on Tuesday, 
November 7, 2017, to decide on 
seven Texas Constitutional 
Amendments.  These proposed 
amendments are listed at the 
end of  this article.

Voters in Bronte  ISD, will also 
go to the polls to approve or 
reject the increased tax rate.  
Last year’s tax rate was $1.04.  
The new tax rate is $1.17, a 
difference of  only .13 per $100 
of  tax valuations.  If  a home is 
valued at $100,000, the increase 
will raise those taxes $130 per 
year. The average Bronte ISD 
homeowner will only see an 
increase of  $30.26.  Total 
Bronte ISD valuations fell this 
past year by over $16 million.  
With new construction decisions 
made in the past, necessary 
repairs to vital infrastructure 
was ignored and now is 
unusable due to safety concerns 

for the children.
Since Bronte ISD is a 

fractionally funded district, they 
were effectively being penalized 
for the local taxpayers’ low rate 
of  $1.04 and not receiving all 
the state funds  for which they 
were eligible.  By raising the rate 
to $1.17, the district’s revenue 
from local taxpayers will 
increase by approximately 
$100,000.  However by 
increasing the local rate, they 
will be eligible to receive 
approximately  another 
$100,000 from state funding 
previously withheld.

Polls will be open on Tuesday, 
November 7, 2017, from 7 am 
to 7 pm.   Voters in Precincts 1 
and 3 will vote at the Coke 
County Courthouse in Robert 
Lee.  Voters in  Precincts 2 and 
4 will vote at the Bronte Senior 
Center at 613 E. Oliver in 
Bronte.


