“Tis Always the Season

By Melissa Gaskill
Santa Claus lives in Texas.
Actually, hundreds of Santa
Clauses do, and they spread
cheer all year long through a
group called Lone Star Santas.
“It’s a calling,” says Gene
Goetz
member of Pedernales Electric

of San Antonio, a

Cooperative. He got his first
Santa gig in 1981 for a twins
club his  boys
participated. “I bought a suit

where

and a fake beard, and it was a
lot of fun,” he says. “I did that
for a few years and then started
doing a lot of charity work.” In
2014, Goetz took his first role as
a professional Santa Claus at
San Antonio’s Ingram Park
Mall. That’s when he heard
about Lone Star Santas.

One of the organization’s co-
Jim  Fletcher of
Cypress - whose voicemail says,

founders,

“Apparently, I'm off feeding the
reindeer or packing toys or
Claus  bake
became a Santa

helping  Mrs.
cookies” -
somewhat by accident. “My
then-fiancée, Madge, invited me
to a homeowners association
mecting, where we learned that
their usual Santa was ill,”
Fletcher says. “I didn’t have a
beard then, but I did have the
girth. They asked me if I could
be Santa, and I said sure, why
not? I bought a suit and a book
on how to be a Santa, dressed
up, did the gig and fell in love
with it.”

When Fletcher and Madge
married the following June,
Madge walked down the aisle to
the tune of Here Comes Santa
Claus than  the
traditional Here Comes the
Bride. In 2007 Fletcher and
fellow Santa Gene
decided to

Santas.

rather

Clayton
start Lone Star
any
Santa, Mrs. Claus, elf, reindeer

They welcome

herder or other Texan with the
spirit - counting more than 400
members today.

After an EF5 tornado hit
Joplin, 2011,
Fletcher rounded up a bunch of
toy
donations and drove to Joplin to

Missouri, in

members, collected
hand them out. The expedition
inspired the group’s ongoing
mission, Convoy of Toys.

“When disaster strikes, we
bring love, hope and joy, and a
big Santa hug along with
trailers full of toys,” Goetz says.
“We go wherever houses get
destroyed and kids are displaced
and lose their toys. After the
[Hurricane] Harvey flood in
Houston, we went into the
shelters. Everyone is sad, then a
few Santas walk in and the
entire mood changes.”

The group also participates in
the Belton Fourth of July
parade cach year, with many
Santas ~ wearing  country-
western-style suits. They attend
a dinner with the Temple Elks
Lodge the

children’s hospital and veterans

and  visit area

facility. “The vets love us,”
Fletcher says. “We give them a
stuffed toy and an American
flag, and it brightens their day.

And it brightens our day to see
their reaction.”

Karen Stagner, who works with
the Elks Lodge to arrange the
Fourth of July parade, says the
Lone Star Santas are a hit
wherever they go. “It’s just a
tremendous group,” she says,
“and some of the most caring
people I've ever met.”

Goetz says it takes a special
heart to be a Santa. “You can go
to all the classes and conventions
you want, but if being a good
Santa isn’t in your heart, it isn’t
going to matter,” he says. “People
think it is easy, but you have to
know how to talk to kids.”

Even though 8 in 10 Santas
bleach their hair white, Goetz’s is
naturally that way. His beard and
belly are real, too. “The more
“the

more you have kids saying they

you look real,” he says,

met the real Santa.”
That
inexpensive

reality 1s not an
proposition,  says
member Dennis Queen. “I have
about $4,000 in each suit and
have three or four of them,” he
says. Queen and his wife, Jane, a
Mrs.  Claus, relocate from
Kerrville to San Antonio in a
motor home each Christmas
season.
All
volunteers. They pay for their

Lone Star Santas are
own gas, hotel stays and meals on

convoys. “Every penny donated

to Lone Star Santas stays in it;
goes  to
members,” Goetz says.
Why go to all the trouble? “It’s
important for kids to believe in

none of it our

Santa, to have something to
believe in,” he says. “We try to
make kids grow up too quick
now. A lot of people say it is a
calling, and I'm starting to
believe it. I'll probably be buried
in my Santa suit.”

The organization sponsors at
least one “Santa school” in
Texas every year to help teach
members the ropes.

Jane Queen says she and
Dennis also learn a lot from
other participants. “Santas are
so smart and willing to share
their craft,” she says.

“This is who I’ve become, all
year long,” Dennis Queen says.
“I think I've become a different

Our

Christmas tree is up all year

person because of it.

long.”

Jane Queen says that when the
couple goes out, people regularly
call them Santa and Mrs. Claus.
“We trade 1t
anything - meeting the other

wouldn’t for
Santas, the friendships we’ve
developed,” she says.

Fletcher agrees that being
Santa is a calling. “Once I put
on the red suit and walk into a
store or restaurant, invariably
someone stops me and wants to
get a picture with Santa,” he
says. When a child says “Hi,”
Fletcher explains, all of the
attention goes to that child. He

appreciates the smiles on every
face when he leaves a restaurant
because those smiles mean that
the people forget about things
that are going on and just enjoy
a moment.

“I can’t get over what we can
do,” he says, “Our brand is love,
hope and joy. There’s just a joy
to being Santa.”

[Editor’s Note: This article
was originally published 1n
Texas Co-Op Power magazine
and online at

www.texascooppower.com. |

On This Day

in Texas History

December 18

On this day in 1860, Texas
Rangers under the command of
Lawrence S. Ross attacked a
Comanche hunting camp at
Mule Creek. During this raid
the rangers were surprised to
find that one of their captives
had blue eyes; it was a non-

English-speaking white woman

Emergency Siren Signals

Cities of both Bronte and Robert Lee
1 Long Ring - Wind Advisory over 60 mph
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with her infant daughter. She
Cynthia Ann  Parker,
captured by Comanche warriors
on May 19, 1836, at Fort Parker
in Limestone County. She was
with the Indians
twenty-five

was

for almost
years and had
become thoroughly assimilated

After her
was

to Comanche life.
she
reconciled to living in white
society
unsuccessful attempts to flee to
her After
three months at Birdville, her
brother Silas took her to his Van
Zandt She
afterward moved to her sister’s

“rescue” never

and made several

Comanche family.

County home.

place near the boundary of
and  Henderson
counties. She died there,
probably after 1870. Her son
Quanah, a noted Comanche

Anderson

chief, later moved her body to
Post Oak Cemetery, near Cache,
Oklahoma. After his death her
body was again reinterred near
him at Fort Sill, Oklahoma.

2 Rings - Fire or VFD Meeting
Another 2 Ring - Call for Additional Firefighters
3 Rings - Tornado Warning
1 Long Gontinuous Ring - All Clear for Tornado
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Windst and the logo are
LLC. Additional restrictions may apply.

High-speed Internet
at an affordable price.

Areliable connection to the Internet is important in
today’s world, and Windstream believes everyone
should have access toit. That’s why we offer Lifeline,
a discounted Internet service plan to make basic
service more affordable for qualified customers.

To see if you qualify for Lifeline, call:
Residential customers 1-800-347-1991
Or visit www.windstream.com/Lifeline

kinetic
by windstream

Lifeline is a government assistance program that is limited to one benefit per household and the service is non-transferrable.
Only eligible consumers may enroll in the program. Consumers who willfully make false statements in order to obtain the
benefit can be punished by fine or imprisonment or can be barred from the program. Low-income individuals residing on
tribal lands may be eligible for additional discounts on these charges and may receive service for as little as $0.00 per month.
i istered service marks of Windstream Services, LLC © 2020 Windstream Services,
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adicionales.

Internet de alta velocidad
aun precio asequible.

Una conexién confiable a Internet es importante
en el mundo actual y Windstream cree que todos
deberian tener acceso a ella. Es por eso que
ofrecemos Lifeline, un plan de servicio de Internet
con descuento para que el servicio basico sea mas
asequible paralos clientes calificados.

Paraver si califica para Lifeline, llame al:
Clientes residenciales 1-800-347-1991
0 visite www.windstream.com/Lifeline

kinetic

by windstream

Lifeline es un programa de asistencia del gobierno que se limita a un beneficio por hogar y el servicio no es transferible. Solamente los clientes elegibles
pueden inscribirse en el programa. Los consumidores que voluntariamente hacen declaraciones falsas con el fin de obtener el beneficio pueden ser
i i pueden ser excluidos del programa. Las personas con ingresos bajos que residen en tierras tribales pueden
serelegibles para descuentos adicionales para estos cargosy pueden recibir el servicio a un precio tan bajo como $0.00 por mes. Windstream yel logotipo
de Windstream son marcas de servicio registradas de Windstream Services, LLC © 2020 Windstream Services, LLC. Pueden aplicarse restricciones
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[VEY MOTORS

2019 Ford F-250 Lariat 4WD Diesel $64,500

Black w/Black Leather! Navigation, Sunroof, & Bed

#7226

Liner! Only 19K Miles! Extremely Clean Truck!

2017 Ford F-250 King Ranch Diesel

Bronze Fire w/Brown Leather! Navigation, Sunroof,

& Gooseneck Setup! Only 17K Miles!

2019 Chevy Tahoe LT 4WD

Satin Steel Metallic w/Black Leather! Black Widow Package!
Navigation, Sunroof, & Rear DVD Player! Awesome Looking

SUV! Only 72K Miles!

2017 Ford F-150 XLT

Blue Jeans w/Gray Cloth! 3.5L V6 Ecoboost!
Navigation! Very Nice Truck! 62K Miles!

2014 Ford F-150 King Ranch 4WD

$64,700

#7231A

$54,995

#W443A

$30,500

#7235A

$27,500

Kodiak Brown w/Brown Leather! Navigation, Heated/Cooled 4y 411 A
Seats, & Remote Start! In Excellent Shape! 92K Miles!

2019 Chrysler Pacifica Wagon

Silver w/Black Cloth Seats! Adaptive Cruise, Navigation,

$24,900

#7244A

& Jrd Row Seats! Great Shape! Only 34K Miles!

Let Ivey Motors help you
with your service needs!!

State Inspections * Oil Changes * Tires
Vehicle Repair & Maintenance

453-4561

Cole Flanagan * Buddy Wallace * Kagan Ma;;y

Ask For:

L4
BBB.




