24 And to offer a sacrifice
according to that which is said in
the law of the Lord, A pair of
turtledoves, or
pigeons.

25 And, behold, there was a

man in Jerusalem, whose name

two  young

was Simeon; and the same man
was just and devout, waiting for
the consolation of Israel: and
the Holy Ghost was upon him.

26 And it was revealed unto
him by the Holy Ghost, that he
should not see death, before he
had seen the Lord’s Christ.

27 And he came by the Spirit
into the temple: and when the
parents brought in the child
Jesus, to do for him after the
custom of the law,

28 Then took he him up in his
arms, and blessed God, and

said,
29 Lord, now lettest thou thy
servant depart in  peace,

according to thy word:

30 For mine eyes have seen thy
salvation,

31 Which thou hast prepared
before the face of all people;

32 A light to lighten the
Gentiles, and the glory of thy
people Israel.

33 And Joseph and his mother
marvelled at those things which
were spoken of him.

New Living Translation
The Birth of Jesus the

Messiah

18 This is how Jesus the
Messiah was born. His mother,
Mary, was engaged to be
married to Joseph. But before
the marriage took place, while
she was still a virgin, she became
pregnant through the power of
the Holy Spirit. 19 Joseph, her
fiancé, was a good man and did
not want to disgrace her
publicly, so he decided to break
the engagement[a] quietly.

20 As he considered this, an
angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream. “Joseph, son of
David,” the angel said, “do not
be afraid to take Mary as your

wife. For the child within her
was conceived by the Holy
Spirit. 21 And she will have a
son, and you are to name him
Jesus,[b] for he will save his
people from their sins.””

22 All of this occurred to fulfill
the Lord’s message through his
prophet:

23 “Look! The virgin will
conceive a child! She will give
birth to a son, and they will call
him Immanuel,[c] which means
‘God 1s with us.”

24 When Joseph woke up, he
did as the angel of the Lord
commanded and took Mary as
his wife. 25 But he did not have
sexual relations with her until
her son was born. And Joseph
named him Jesus.

2 (This was the first census
Quirinius ~ was
3 Al

returned to their own ancestral

taken when

governor of Syria.)
towns to register for this census.
4 And because Joseph was a
descendant of King David, he
had to go to Bethlehem in Judea,
David’s home. He
traveled there from the village of
Nazareth in Galilee. 5 He took
with him Mary, his fiancée, who

ancient

was now obviously pregnant.

6 And while they were there,
the time came for her baby to be
born. 7 She gave birth to her
first child, a son. She wrapped
him snugly in strips of cloth and
laid him in a manger, because
there was no lodging available

for them.
The Shepherds and
Angels
8 That night there were

shepherds staying in the fields
nearby, guarding their flocks of
sheep. 9 Suddenly, an angel of
the Lord appeared among them,
and the radiance of the Lord’s
glory surrounded them. They

(Continued on page 6)
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