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FDA guidance to bring antibiotics
under veterinarian oversight

by Julie Tomascik

Texas Farm Bureau Editor
Each year brings new
changes and new regulations.
And next year’s changes could
include

oversight

more
for

veterinary
medically-
important antibiotic use in
food animals.

The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration  (FDA)  is
continuing to phase in a law
that requires a prescription for
any antibiotic used in animals
raised for human
consumption, as well as for all
companion animals.

A prescription 1s already
required for most antibiotics
administered  to  livestock
through the Veterinary Feed
Directive (VFD), which was
implemented in January 2017.

The VID requires a valid
veterinarian-client-patient-
relationship for farmers and
ranchers to get prescriptions
for the use of feed-grade and
water-soluble antibiotics.

A limited number of other
dosage forms of medically-
important antimicrobials, such
as injectables, are currently
marketed as over-the- counter

products for both food-
producing and companion
animals.

These new guidelines will
further extend the need for
veterinarian oversight, noted
Tracy Tomascik, Texas Farm
Bureau associate director of
Commodity and Regulatory

Activities.
The  remaining  three
categories  of  injectable

antibiotics that are available
over-the-counter would be
added to the list of medically-
important antimicrobials that
require  a  veterinarian’s
prescription.

“Tylosin, penicillin  and
tetracyclines are among the
more popular antibiotics still

available over-the- counter as

injectables, but that will
change,” Tomascik said. “A
relationship with your

veterinarian will be even more
important moving forward
with these expected changes.”
The Tomascik
noted, s
resistant

concern,
that antibiotic-
bacteria could
develop more quickly from the
widespread use of antibiotics
that are medically important
to humans.

“That
impact

would  negatively
both humans and
animals,” Tomascik said. “But
it’'s important to note that
antibiotics are not going away.

Farmers and ranchers will
have access to the same
products, but their

veterinarian will need to be
involved to help make the
appropriate decision.
Ranchers won’t be able to go
into the feed store and buy the
products they need over-the-
counter. It will take a little

more planning and
communication with their
veterinarian.”

The increased oversight also
applies to companion animals.

FDA’s Center for
Veterinary Medicine’s goal is
reduce the need for

antibiotics, and a cooperative
effort between veterinarians
and farmers can help make
that a reality in many cases.

In fact, FDA studies show
antibiotic use in
agriculture has declined in

animal

recent years.
“Judicious use of antibiotics
in agriculture is important,”

Tomascik  said. “Working

together, farmers, ranchers,
veterinarians and consumers
can all feel confident that both
animal health and human
health will keep
standing.”

This is part of the FDA’s
five-year plan for Supporting
Antimicrobial Stewardship in
Veterinary Settings.

When the rule is fully
implemented, all dosage forms

in good

of all approved medically-
important antimicrobials for
all animal species can only be
administered  under  the
supervision of a licensed
veterinarian and only when
necessary for the treatment,
control or prevention of
specific diseases.

FDA is proposing a two-
year implementation period
that would begin after the

agency considers comments
on the draft guidance and
issues the final guidance, but
compliance is expected to
begin as soon as 2020.
Comments on the draft
guidance will be accepted
through December 24.

FDA also plans to engage
with affected stakeholders and
state partners at public events,
such as  meetings and
conferences, to hear feedback
and answer questions about the
changes proposed in the draft
guidance document.
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High-speed Internet
at an affordable price.

Areliable connection to the Internet is importantin
today’s world, and Windstream believes everyone
should have access toit. That’s why we offer Lifeline,
a discounted Internet service plan to make basic
service more affordable for qualified customers.

To see if you qualify for Lifeline, call:
Residential customers 1-800-347-1991
Or visit www.windstream.com/Lifeline

windstream. U

Lifeline is a government assistance program that is limited to one benefit per household and the service is non-transferrable.
Only eligible consumers may enroll in the program. Consumers who willfully make false statements in order to obtain the benefit
can be punished by fine or imprisonment or can be barred from the program. Low-income individuals residing on tribal lands
may be eligible for additional discounts on these charges and may receive service for as little as $0.00 per month. Windstream
and the Windstream logo are registered service marks of Windstream Services, LLC © 2019 Windstream Services, LLC. Additional

restrictions may apply.
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Internet de alta velocidad
aun precio asequible.

Una conexion confiable a Internet es importante
en el mundo actual y Windstream cree que todos
deberian tener acceso a ella. Es por eso que
ofrecemos Lifeline, un plan de servicio de Internet
con descuento para que el servicio basico sea mas
asequible para los clientes calificados.

Para ver si califica para Lifeline, llame al:
Clientes residenciales 1-800-347-1991
0 visite www.windstream.com/Lifeline

windstream. U

Lifeline es un programa de asistencia del gobiemo que se limita a un beneficio por hogar y el servicio no s transferible. Solamente los clientes elegibles
pueden inscribirse en el programa. Los consumidores que voluntariamente hacen declaraciones falsas con el fin de obtener el beneficio pueden ser
castigados con una multa o encarcelamiento o pueden ser excluidos del programa. Las personas con ingresos bajos que residen en tierras tribales pueden

fici para est y pueden recibir el servicio a un precio tan bajo como $0.00 por mes. Windstream yel logotipo
de Windstream son marcas de servicio registradas de Windstream Services, LLC © 2019 Windstream Services, LLC. Pueden aplicarse restricciones

serelegibles para

adicionales.
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Water conditions

The latest drought map for conditions as of
Movermbsar 26 shows little change from the
previous wesk. small improvemants

im Cantral Texas were offsat by tha
reamangance of drought in the

Panhandle. Overall, moderate or worse
drought conditions continue to impact 32

percent of tha state.

Drought conditions

& 229 moww

& 22% a wesk ago

& 38% three months ago
& 0.8% a year ago

Intensity

| D abrormally dry
1 drought - modarata
02 drought - savere
B o= drought - extreme
I o2 drought - exceptional

November
precipitation
Movernbar 2019 brought
wizll below average
precipitation to central and
east Texas. For exampla, the
area around Tyler historical by
awerages more than 4
inches of precipitation in
Movernber but received lass
than 1 inch this year.

Map courfesy of the Nafional
Wiazther Sarvice

wWritten by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel! & 2 hydrologist in the TWDES Office of Water Science and Consernvation.
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