
Breckenridge, Bronte,
Brownwood, Buffalo Gap,
Cisco, Clyde, Coleman,
Colorado City,  Comanche,
Cross Plains,  De Leon,
Dublin,  Early,  Eastland,
Eden, Goldthwaite,
Gorman, Hamilton,
Hamlin,  Haskell ,  Hico,
Knox City,  Menard,
Merkel,  Miles,  Munday,
Ranger,  Rising Star,
Robert  Lee, Roscoe, Rotan,
San Angelo, San Saba,
Santa Anna, Snyder,
Stamford, Sweetwater,
Throckmorton, Tye, and
Winters.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n
a b o u t  Te x a s  M i d w e s t
Communi ty  Network  v is i t
t h e  w e b  s i t e  a t
www.TexasMidwest.org.

…  R o b e r t  L e e  V P
(Continued from page 2)
city and community revitali-
zation services.  He showed
the group a slide presentation
of some of his work and
offered suggestions and ideas
which could apply to us.  He
also had some advice con-
c e r n i n g  t h e  a p p a r e n t

T h o r n  a t t e n d s
A u s t i n  m e e t i n g

Bron te  EDC Execu t ive
Tammy Thorn joined more
than 100 people represent-
i n g  c i t i e s  i n  t h e  Texas
Midwest  region in  Austin
on Feb. 5thparticipating in
“Te x a s  M i d w e s t  D a y  a t
the Capitol”.

Te x a s  M i d w e s t
Community Network spon-
s o r e d  i t s  t e n t h  b i e n n i a l
v is i t  to  the  Sta te  Capi to l
d u r i n g  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e
Session.  Highlights  of  the
day included a  photo ses-
s ion  on  the  s teps  o f  the
C a p i t o l ,  a  b r i e f i n g  o n
reg iona l  i s sues ,  v i s i t s  to
lawmaker  off i ces  and  an
even ing  r ecep t i on  spon -
s o r e d  j o i n t l y  b y  TMCN
a n d  t h e  B r o w n w o o d
Chamber of Commerce.

“Te x a s  M i d w e s t  D a y
provides an event for com-
muni ty  l eaders  f rom our
r e g i o n  t o  m e e t  a t  t h e
Capi to l  and  have  face  to
face contact  with lawmak-
e r s , ”  s a y s  TMCN
President  Kathy Keane of
E d e n .  “ O u r  p r e s e n c e  i n
A u s t i n h e l p s  l e g i s l a t o r s
f rom ou r  r eg ion  s end  a
message to urban and ci ty
lawmakers  tha t  concerns
about  water  and t ranspor-
tation have special  signifi -
cance to us.”

The message to lawmak-
e r s  inc ludes  de ta i l s  tha t
the  reg iona l  o rganization
covers  27 count ies  which
are 10% of al l  counties  in
the  s ta te  and the  popula-
t ion  i s  more  than  a  ha l f
mi l l i on  peop l e  equa l  t o
the  7thlarges t  c i ty  in  the
state.

State Senators for TMCN
include  Troy  Fraser-Dist .
24 ,  Rober t  Duncan-Dis t .
28  and  Cra ig  Es tes -Dis t .
30 .  S ta te  Representa t ives
i n c l u d e  H a r v e y
Hi lderbran-Dis t .  53 ,  J .D.
Sheff i e l d - D i s t .  5 9 ,  J i m
Keffer- D i s t .  6 0 ,  D r e w
Springer- D i s t . 6 8 ,  J a m e s
F r a n k - D i s t . 6 9 ,  S u s a n
K i n g - D i s t . 7 1 ,  D r e w
D a r b y - D i s t .  7 2  a n d
Charles Perry-Dist .  83.

The  47  TMCN member
c i t i e s  a r e :  Abilene,
Albany,  Anson,
A s p e r m o n t ,  B a i r d ,
Ballinger,  B r a d y ,
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approaching oil boom, such
as zoning for the city.

On Saturday, February 9, a
work day for VP was held
downtown.  Headed by Todd
Smith and Marshall Millican,
as well as several members
and volunteers, they strung
white rope l ights on the
windmill and the footbridge
in the Memorial  Garden.
Dale Wojtek provided wiring
a n d  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e
Christmas lights.  That will
be utilized for this project
and switch mechanisms to
turn them off in daylight
hours.  Judge Roy Blair has
done most of the electrical
work, aided by volunteers.

Come join us at our March
7 meeting and help make a
difference.

A p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r
C o n s e r v a t i o n

P ro g r a m s  b e i n g
a c c e p t e d

Applicat ions  for  funding
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i t h  t h e
USDA’s Natural  Resources
C o n s e r v a t i o n  S e r v i c e
( N R C S )  E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Qual i ty Incent ive Program

(EQIP) are currently being
a c c e p t e d  a t  a l l  N R C S
offices across Texas.

N R C S  i n  Te x a s  h a s
received i ts  ini t ia l  a l loca-
t ion  of  EQIP funding  for
2013 and wil l  begin rank-
ing  and  ob l iga t ing  EQIP
con t r ac t s  a f t e r  Feb rua ry
15. All  agriculture produc-
e r s  in te res ted  in  submi t -
t i n g  a n  E Q I P c o n t r a c t
applicat ion for 2013 should
do so before this ranking
deadline.

EQIP is a voluntary,  con-
t inuous  s ign -up  p rog ram
that  a l lows landowners  or
o p e r a t o r s  t o  a p p l y  f o r
f i n a n c i a l  a n d  t e c h n i c a l
assis tance for  the applica-
t ion of  specif ic  conserva-
t i o n  p r a c t i c e s ;  b u t  t h e
deadline for the first 2013
funding is  February 15,
2013. Contracts are offered
periodically depending on
b u d g e t a r y  a l l o c a t i o n s .
Applications made after  the
dead l ine  wi l l  be  cons id -
e red  in  the  nex t  fund ing

cycle .  Higher  pr ior i ty  wil l
be  given to  those  appl ica-
t ions that  address nat ional ,
s t a t e  and  loca l  p r io r i t i e s
a n d  p r o v i d e  h i g h e r  c o s t
efficiency.

N R C S  e n c o u r a g e s  a n y
pe r son  in t e re s t ed  in  pa r -
t icipating in their  programs
to contact  their  local  f ie ld
off i ce ,  usua l ly  loca ted  a t
the county seat.

EQIP offers technical  and
financial  help to  instal l  or
implement structural ,  vege-
t a t i v e ,  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t
prac t ices  tha t  can  benef i t
the soi l ,  water,  a i r,  plants ,
l i v e s t o c k ,  a n d  w i l d l i f e .
Each county in the s tate  is
funded yearly to assist  pro-
d u c e r s  f i n a n c i a l l y  w i t h
t h e s e  l a n d  m a n a g e m e n t
practices.

Last  year,  NRCS in Texas
funded  ove r  4 , 000  EQIP
contracts  with  $76 mil l ion
to accomplish conservation
practices such as i rr igat ion
efficiency,  m i n i m u m  t i l l -

Texas Midwest Day at State Capitol!  More than one hundred people (above) represented
their city Tuesday, February 5, 2013, for Texas Midwest Day at the State Capitol in Austin.
Tammy Thorn of Bronte joined other constituents of House District 72 for a photo with Rep.
Drew Darby. Other cities represented in photo are Ballinger, Eden and San Angelo.

HOLIDAY
CLOSING NOTICE

Please plan your banking requirements during regular
banking hours to avoid any inconvenience.

Robert Lee State Bank
Member FDIC

453-2545
Robert Lee, TX

In Observance Of

Presidents Day

All facilities of this bank will
will be closed

Monday, February 18.

Shear Heaven Salon
Donna Hall •� Family Hair Care

121 N. Main •� Bronte • 450-7720

Shear Heaven
Salon

welcomes our
new stylist

Kristen
Hall

She is offering these specials:
$10 Hair Cuts

for Men & Children!
$35

Perms!


