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Governors shut
restaurants and then attended
private parties at restaurants.
Sadly, there are many other
examples to list. As a
community leader, I find them
disturbing  and

down

personally
infuriating;

I recently read Erik Larson’s
new masterpiece “The Splendid
and the Vile’. It tells the story
of Winston Churchill becoming
Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom in the dark days of
World War 2, then leading the
British people through The
Blitz, the brutal German aerial
assault that lasted over a year,
killed 40,000 civilians, and
destroyed millions of homes. It
is one of the best books I have
read in years. To today’s point,
Churchill absolute
master at reading the room. He
understood the mood of the
people and his constant radio
addresses said what was needed
in a given moment. Sometimes
he was grim and brutally honest
because the situation demanded
it. Other times, the people were
weary and he was rosy and
optimistic to boost their spirits.
Churchill was not the only such
master in British leadership.
King George VI and Queen
Elizabeth famously stayed at
Buckingham Palace throughout
the War, even though the palace
suffered NINE(!) direct hits
from German bombs. The
King and Queen constantly
toured bombed areas to
reinforce their care for the
British people.
recently about Lincoln and the
importance of empathy in
leadership. The War was not
won or lost because the royal
family stayed in London, but
their empathy surely mattered
to the British people.

Not every leader is a Churchill
or has historic levels of empathy:.
But there is a base standard we
can expect and I'll leave you with
a light-hearted description. On
the NBC sitcom, “The Office” (a
favorite of mine), clueless
manager Michael Scott is
preparing a speech to a business
school class. He asks his top
salesman, “what’s the most
inspiring thing I ever said to
you?” The salesman, a deranged
part-time beet farmer named
Dwight K. Schrute, says, “Don’t
be an idiot. Changed my life.”
He then elaborates: “Whenever
I'm about to do something, I
think, ‘would an idiot do that?’
And if they would, I do not do
that thing.”

It sounds silly, but think about
it.  How many of our life
decisions would benefit from us
enacting that simple principle?
leaders
Sometimes,
leadership is just that easy. This
world needs more Churchills

was an

I have written

How many would

benefit from it?

and Lincolns. But at a very
minimum, we need leaders who
will read the room and abide by
the Dwight Schrute Principle
when they make decisions,
especially in times of crisis. If
they did, I bet we’d be a lot
better off.

James Decker is the Mayor of
Stamford, Texas and the creator

of the “West of 98” website and
forthcoming podcast. Contact
James and subscribe to these
essays at westof98.substack.com.
Biologists Examine
Winter Weather Impact

on Texas Wildlife

As much of Texas has
experienced  historic  winter
weather, native wildlife

populations throughout the state
have also felt the impact. Texas
Parks & Wildlife Department
(TPWD) reminds the public that
many native wildlife species will
be able to short
durations  of low
temperatures and snow events.
However, long-term impacts on
a variety of wildlife and their
habitats, especially on
vegetation, may not be known
for weeks.

Native mammals,
including white-tailed deer and
coyotes, grow heavier winter
coats that help them survive the
colder weather. These winter
coats are generally thicker and
have a well-developed

survive
historic

Texas

underlayer.

Other mammals, like bats,
often migrate to where insects, a
common food source, are or
hibernate to wait out the winter,
depending on the species. Bats
that choose to hibernate will find
a suitable cave or culvert to settle
in. Squirrels will rely on food
caches and nests to
during winter months.

Birds have several strategies to
help them survive cold weather.
Multiple species will “fluff-up”
their feathers to trap warm air.
Birds will also flock to food
sources to build up their energy
reserves. Those that can build up
fat stores and have had consistent,
reliable sources of nutrition and
suitable habitats are generally
healthy and will make it through
the winter. However, those that
have little fat could have a more
difficult surviving  the
freezing temperatures.

The following observations
have been reported by TPWD
staff and the public regarding
bird health and mortality due to
the winter weather:

(Continued on next page)
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The Texas Rent Relief Program
Is here to help.

COVID-19 has affected Texans across the state. We have
emergency funds available to help Texas renters pay
current and past due rent and utility bills — even if the
landlord has already sued for eviction in their local court.

Households must have incomes at or below 80% of the
Area Median Income and meet other eligibility
requirements. For full details, visit TexasRentRelief.com.

For Information and to Apply

833- 9TX' RENT 833-989-7368

TexasRentRelief.com

Assistance is available in multiple languages.

Texas Coronavirus Relief Bill Rental Assistance Program administered
by the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs.

Providing false, incomplete, or inaccurate information on application
forms or seeking assistance for months in which assistance has been or
will be provided, may result in up to 5 years of imprisonment and for
each occurrence a fine of up to $10,000. | Other program limitations and
eligibility requirements apply, not all households may be eligible. See
TexasRentRelief.com for details. | Funds may no longer be available by
the time a household applies.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

[VEY MOTORY

2019 Ford F-250 Lariat 4WD Diesel $64,500

Black w/Black Leather! Navigation, Sunroof, & Bed
Liner! Only 19K Miles! Extremely Clean Truck!

2019 Ford F-250 Lariat 4WD Diesel

Magnetic w/Black Leather! Navigation & Heated/
Cooled Seats! Great Condition! 28K Miles!

2019 Ford F-350 XL Dually

White wyVinyl Seats! Crew Cab 4x4 w/6.7L Diesel!
Skirted Flatbed w/front replacement bumper!

Excellent Shape! Only 9K Miles!

2019 Chevy Tahoe LT 4WD ¥ 571 995

Satin Steel Metallic w/Black Leather! Black Widow Package! w443 A
Navigation, Sunroof, & Rear DVD Player! Awesome Looking

SUV! Only 32K Miles!

2016 Ford F-150 Lariat 4WD

Magnetic w/Gray Leather! Navigation and Bed Cover w/
2.7L V6 Ecoboost! Sharp Looking Truck! Only 42K Miles!

2013 Chevy Camaro ZL1

Red w/Black Leather! 6.2L V8 Supercharged
Manual! Sunroof & Boston Acoustics Stereo!
Beautiful Sports Car! 30K Miles!

2017 Ford F-150 XLT

Blue Jeans w/Gray Cloth! 3.5L V6 Ecoboost!
Navigation! Very Nice Truck! 62K Miles!

$32,825

#1226 #7249B

$62,500

#7082

$30,500

#7235A

$53,900

#X480A

Let Ivey Motors help you

with your service needs!!

453-4561

Cole Flanagan * Buddy Wallace * Kagan Ma;;y

N
)
$35,500 |Ask For: BEB

W455A




