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...Wildlife Biologists

(Continued from previous page)

Mortality events have been
observed carly arriving
msectivore bird species such as
purple and other
passerine species. These events
have been more prevalent in
areas where seed resources were
covered by recent historic
snowfall and that experienced
long-lasting,
temperatures.

TPWD staff have observed
waterfowl mortality events due
to freezing conditions in
wetlands on some TPWD
Wildlife Management Areas.

Bird feeders are being heavily
relied upon by various species in
areas that have experienced a
sudden decrease in local food
resources due to snowfall.

Biologists have reported that
birds are congregating near
roads due to melted snow and
ice, increasing water availability.
This has resulted in an increase
n wildlife-vehicle collisions.

During cold weather, many
fish slow down and head for
deeper waters where it’s
somewhat warmer.
Unfortunately, fish in shallow
water, especially in our coastal
areas, may not survive a hard
freeze, resulting in large ‘fish
kills’ during cold snaps. The
TPWD Kills and Spills team
collects data on these events to
assess the overall impact on
Texas fish populations.

When temperatures on the
coast fall below freezing, TPWD
may close certain areas to
saltwater fishing as is already the
case this year.

Alligators should survive well
with short snaps of freezing
water. Long-term impacts to
alligator populations won’t be
known until TPWD staff and
landowners are able to survey
their properties when conditions
improve.

Sea turtles can become cold
stunned when water
temperatures drop. This leaves
them lethargic and unable to
move into deeper water which
results stranding. TPWD
Coastal Fisheries Biologists and
Texas Game Wardens have
assisted in multiple sea turtle
rescue operations since Ieb. 14
near the Brownsville Ship
Channel and surrounding bays,
as well as near Matagorda Bay.
Once the sea turtles are rescued
from the water, they are then
transported to the proper facility.
When temperatures warm, the
sea turtles can be safely released.

If you see a cold stunned sea
turtle, please call 1-866-
TURTLES.

As the cold weather continues,
along with the continued
potential for more freezing
precipitation, the availability of
high-quality wildlife habitat will
be critical for many species to
through this week’s
weather in some locations across
the state.

TPWD  staff will keep
monitoring the impacts of this
historic weather event on wildlife.
When TPWD operations can
return to normal, we will
continue to update the public on
the state’s wildlife resources.
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Since 1889, newspapers have served Coke County beginning with the
Coke Gounty Rustler. In the 1980s, the Bronte Enterprise and the
Robert Lee Observer combined to become The Observer/Enterprise.

The history told in these publications is fascinating and we want to

share it with our readers of today. Fach week, we will include

items from the archives.
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FAVORITES — Se- and Mrs. Heidel Brunson. In
addition to their regular school
work, Ann plays basketball and
is historian for the FHA chap-
ter, and Rance plays football

and is a member
chapter.

of the FFA
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C. B. Barbee maid of
the school are always open to
visitors, and a special invitation
s given t visit auring e se-| B Membership
cial week. .
Lions and Masons in ob B O T Dot
dmlﬂh will have a membership drive
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J. Vaughn, M. Lee,
S. Richards Named
For 11-B Honors

Three members of the Bronte
High School girls basketball team
were hcnored when  selections
were announced for the District
11-B all-district team.

Jolene Vaughn, daughter of Mr.
and Mirs. Bobby Vaughn, was se-
lected as a forward ion the team.
Melissa Lee was selected as a
guard. She is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Royce Lee.
Sallie Richards, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Conda Richards,
received honworable mention as a
guard on the mythical team
Other forwards were Gloria
Dodd of Florsan and Lisa Hirt of
Other

* iling Deadline Appro

Candidates have through next
Wednesday to file for places on
the ballotiz which will be used in
three elections to be held here
April 3. Candidate have to file 30
days before the balloting.

Voters uf Bronte Independent
School District will elect three
trustees in the April balloting.
Trustees whose terms expire are
Wayne Arrott, present bcard
pretident, Dale Thompson and
James Amnold Tidwell. Other
members of the school board
who have either one or two mire
years to serve are R. T. Caper-

Sims Open Friday
In New Location

Sims Food Store personnel have

ach

ton, Russell Carlton, Delbert.
Coalson and Glenn Skelton.

trustee election will be set up
in Bronte and Tennyson.

Candidates who wish o run for
trustee must have their names
filed with County Judge W. W.
Thetford. A candidate may file
his own name, or names may be
filed by petition. Forms for
either type filing may be secur-
ed in the superintendent's office

at school.
City Election
In the city election, als> to be
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