
year’s cleanup.  To facilitate 
volunteer efforts, several sites 
along the coast will have clean-
up events on Saturday, 
February 19 from 8 am - 12 
pm. These sites are denoted as 
“facilitated” in the list below. 
Registration with partner 
organizations may be required. 
Additionally, at all sites, 
dumpsters or collection areas 
marked with banners will be 
available to receive traps for 
the duration of  the closure.  
Volunteers may focus their 
efforts on February 19 or work 
at their own pace anytime 
during the closure, but traps 
cannot be removed prior to 
February 18 or after February 
27.

The Coastal Conservation 
Association Texas, Coastal 
Bend Bays & Estuaries 
Program, Galveston Bay 
Foundation, San Antonio Bay 
Partnership, and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service are 
providing continued support to 
the crab trap removal program. 
Numerous other organizations 
and companies also are 
volunteering their services.

To participate, volunteers 
may pick up free tarps, gloves, 
and additional information at 
their local TPWD Coastal 
Fisheries field stations. TPWD 
requests that volunteers who 
remove traps record and 
submit information about the 
number of  traps they collect as 
well as documenting any 
sightings of  diamondback 
terrapins.

All other legal means of  
crabbing will not be affected 
during the closure period for wire 
crab traps. For more information, 
contact your local TPWD Coastal 
Fisheries office or Holly Grand at 
(361) 825-3993 or 
crabtrap@tpwd.texas.gov.

On this day in 1829, the 
Mexican government issued a 
decree officially changing the 
name La Bahía to Villa de 
Goliad. The term La Bahía 
(“the bay”) historically referred 
to several entities, including La 
Bahía del Espíritu Santo 
(present Matagorda and Lavaca 
bays) and Nuestra Señora del 
Espíritu Santo de Zúñiga 
Mission and its accompanying 
presidio. Coahuila and Texas 
state legislator Rafael Antonio 
Manchola proposed the 
change, arguing that the name 
of  the settlement around the 
presidio was meaningless 
because neither the mission nor 
presidio were located on “the 
bay.” His suggestion of  
“Goliad” was actually an 
anagram for the name of  
Father Hidalgo, the priest who 
led the fight for Mexican 
independence. For a time 
during the 1830s settlers called 
the town both La Bahía and 
Goliad. The community played 
a key role in the Texas 
Revolution and became the site 
of  the signing of  the first 
declaration of  independence 
for Texas.

(Continued from previous page)
“The same brand can be 

registered in the same county, 
but only if  the location on the 
animal is different. That’s why 
including the right location on 
the application is extremely 
important.”

Although Texas does not have 
a statewide brand registry 
database, the Texas and 
Southwestern Cattle Raisers 
(TSCRA) keeps a centralized 
database for the association’s 
law enforcement purposes.

TSCRA Special Rangers 
investigate thefts of  cattle and 
horses, among other items. They 
also inspect livestock to 
determine ownership and 
prevent theft after a natural 
disaster. They help determine 
the ownership of  stray livestock, 
too.

Brands may be transferred, 
but this requires a notarized 
affidavit signed by the current 
brand holder that relinquishes 
the title of  the brand to the 
transferee. Brand transfers must 
be sent to TSCRA.

If  the owner passes away and 
the heir wants to register the 
brand, the heir must provide 
proof  of  will or family 
agreement along with the death 
certificate.

It is not mandatory to brand 
livestock or horses in Texas. 
However, if  livestock are 
branded, it is mandatory to 
register the brand with the 
county clerk. Failure to do so is 
considered a misdemeanor and 
is punishable by a fine up to 
$500.

Pursuant to the Texas 
Agricultural Code 144.041, all 
brands, marks and tattoos 
expired August 30, 2021.

For more details, call 1-800-
242-7820 to speak with the 
TSCRA Brand and Inspection 
Department.

This February marks 20 
years for the Texas Abandoned 
Crab Trap Removal Program. 
Every year countless volunteers 
spend 10 days on the water 
searching the Texas bays and 
shorelines for abandoned crab 
traps. When left in the water, 
these crab traps foul shrimpers’ 
nets, snag anglers’ lines, “ghost 
fish,” and create unsightly 
views. To date, they’ve hauled 
off  more than 40,000 of  these 
derelict traps.

From Friday, February 18  - 
Sunday, February 27, Texas 
coastal waters will be closed to 
crabbing with wire mesh crab 
traps to facilitate the annual 
volunteer crab trap cleanup. 
Any traps left in bays  - 
including traps tied to docks - 
will be assumed abandoned 
and considered “litter” under 
state law. This allows volunteers 
to legally remove any crab 
traps they find.

As always, volunteers are 
needed to assist in the coast-
wide effort to remove the 
numerous traps that have been 
lost or abandoned since last 


