
basic safety principles that
are promoted a whole lot
more now than 30 or even 20
years ago.”

Erwin said the significant
factors behind most hunting
accidents have not changed
much in recent years. “Swin-
ging on game outside a safe
fire zone remains the number
one cause of hunting acci-
dents in Texas,” he noted.

This happens when a per-
son points  a  f i rearm at
another hunter while follow-
ing a moving target, such as
a flying game bird. Hunter
education teaches people to
set up safe zones of fire
where a gun can be safely
pointed whether the target is
moving or stationary.

Careless firearm handling
remains another primary fac-
tor in many accidents.

“Careless handling inci-
dents almost always involve
three factors:  pointing a
loaded firearm muzzle at
yourself or someone else
with the safety off and with
your finger inside the trigger
guard,” Erwin explained.

Hunter education courses
teach ways to safely handle
firearms, including how to
carry them in the field and
pass them from one person to
another.

Although hunter education
in Texas is not mandatory for
those born before Sept. 1,
1971, it is encouraged for
even the  most  seasoned
shooters and hunters and is a
requirement of anyone hunt-

ing in some states.
Texans have several options

available for fulfilling hunter
e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,
including the traditional two-
day, 10-hour classroom envi-
ronment ,  two free onl ine
courses or two optional fee-
associated online courses. For
more information and to find a
hunter education course near
you, visit  http://www.tpwd.

tion in Texas. In 1972, 2,119
people were cer t i f ied in
hunter education. In 2010,
more than 3,000 volunteer
hunter education instructors
trained nearly 42,000 hunters
across the state.

The state’s worst year on
record for hunting accidents
was 1968, when 105 acci-
dents were reported, includ-
ing 37 fatalities. In 1988,
hunter  educat ion became
mandatory in Texas for anyone
born on or after Sept. 2, 1971.

According to Erwin, most
accidents are preventable if
hunters follow basic safety
principles like those taught in
hunter education courses.

“You know you’re  not
going to stop accidents alto-
gether,” he said. “But you’re
going to help people build
knowledge and skills to avoid
accidents. It’s things like the
‘ 1 0  C o m m a n d m e n t s  o f
Shooting Safety,’ the very

The number of Texas hunt-
i ng  acc iden t s  i n  2010
declined to the lowest since
statistical records began in
1966, according to a new
report by the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department.  The
number of people injured in
hunting accidents in Texas
fell from 29 in 2009 to 25 in
2010,  a l though fata l i t ies
increased from three to four
during the same period.

More important than the
annual dips and peaks, how-
ever, is the long-term trend
continues to track downward.

“The statistics show hunt-
ing is safe and getting safer
in Texas,” said Terry Erwin,
TPWD hunter  educat ion
coordinator.  “And we do
bel ieve  tha t  i s  d i rec t ly
related to hunter education.”

The steady decline in the
number of accidents tracks
the growing number of peo-
ple who take hunter educa-
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(Continued on page 15)

Tom Dean of Robert Lee caught this nice stringer of
Speckled Trout at Port O’Connor, Texas, in  August 2011.

BRONTE HOMETOWN HARDWARE
112 West Main Street, Bronte, TX  76933

(325) 473-3811
Mon-Sat 9 am to 5 pm

WELCOME HUNTERS!!!

HUNTING ACCESSORIES
DEER FEEDERS

RE-CHARGEABLE BATTERIES
SOLAR PANELS

HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES

DEER CORN
PROTEIN PELLETS & BLOCKS

LIVESTOCK FEED & HLS FEED TUBS
AMMO & KNIVES

GENERAL HARDWARE, PLUMBING
ELECTRICAL, POWER & HAND TOOLS

AUTOMOTIVE, LUMBER, WORK GLOVES
VET & ANIMAL SUPPLIES

Open Sunday 9 am - 2 pm

GENE & DOUG WHEAT
We have been delivering quality fuel and
lubricants to the people of West Central
Texas for over forty years.  If you need
quality fuel delivered to you by a reliable
distributor, please give us a call.  We will
gladly take care of all your fuel needs.
GASOLINE • OFF-ROAD DIESEL • HIGHWAY
DIESEL • PROPANE • SHELL LUBRICANTS

FUEL TANKS

104 E. Parsonage

325-754-4555
Winters

Texas hunting accidents
drop to record low

RED CANYON
GUN CLUB

NRA Affiliated

COMPLETE SHOOTING RANGE
COVERED SHOOTING BENCHES

25 Yard to 200 Yard Range
State Certified Police Range

MEMBERSHIP • $25 PER YEAR

For more information, contact Richard
Johnson 453-2031, Tom Sawyer, Jr. 453-4349

PO Box 109 Robert Lee, Texas  76945.

Celebrating our 25th Anniversary!

Silhouette Matches 1st Sat. of month
January - December

Rifle & Pistol

Concealed Handgun
Classes Offered


