
of  these  species  found in
the United States.

Armadil los are about  the
s i z e  o f  a  h o u s e  c a t  o r
opos sum,  bu t  pound  fo r
pound,  these  an imals  can
do nearly as  much damage
a s  a  f e r a l  h o g  w h e n  i t
comes  to  d igg ing  up  the
yard.  By scient i f ic  c lass i -
f i ca t ion ,  the  n ine-banded
armadi l lo  be longs  to  the
order Cingulata,  which is a
group of  animals  that  also
includes the anteaters  and
s lo ths  o f  Sou th  America.
The major i ty  of  their  d ie t
consis ts  of  beet les ,  grubs,
earthworms, and other soil
insec ts  and  inver tebra tes .
These food i tems are what
a t t r a c t  a r m a d i l l o s  t o
l awns ,  f l ower  beds ,  and
gardens.  Armadil los locate
these subterranean animals
w i t h  e x t r e m e l y  k e e n
senses  of  smel l  and hear-
ing.  Prey is  unearthed with
large claws on short ,  s tout
l egs  spec i f i ca l ly  adap ted
for  d igging ,  and  are  cap-
tu r ed  w i th  t h i ck ,  s t i cky
sa l iva  on  the  a rmadi l lo ’s
tongue.

T h e  a r m a d i l l o ’s  v o r a -
c ious  appet i te  for  insec ts
is  not al l  bad.  Many of the
creatures they consume are
known to be lawn and gar-
den pests  that  can do con-
siderable  damage to  yards
and gardens.  For example,
i t  is  common to see a  cra-
ter  in  the top of  a  f i re  ant
mound where  i t  has  been
dug open by an armadi l lo
s e a r c h i n g  f o r  a n t  e g g s ,
d e v e l o p i n g  l a r v a e  a n d
adult  ants.

A r m a d i l l o s  a r e  k n o w n
l o c a l l y  b y  m a n y  o t h e r
common names.  The bony

discussing lost-proofing in
t h e  b a c k  c o u n t r y,  F e a r s
draws upon his  wilderness
expe r t i s e  t o  p rov ide  t he
m o s t  t h o r o u g h  a p p r o a c h
including s t ra tegies ,  ru les
e a c h  c h i l d  m u s t  l e a r n ,
practice and follow, proper
v i s ib le  c lo th ing ,  and  the
bui ld ing  of  a  chi ld’s  sur -
vival  k i t .  Fears’ discusses
what  to do if  your chi ld is
missing and how lost  chi l-
dren move.  The book also
prov ides  a  thorough  d i s -
cussion on hypothermia.

Pick up your copy today.
Los t -Proof ing  Your  Chi ld
i s  a  mus t -have  book  fo r
a n y o n e  w h o  e n j o y s  t h e
grea t  ou tdoors  and  wants
to share i t  with a child.
FACTS:

7 out  o f  every  10  ch i l -
d ren  wi l l  become los t  a t
s o m e  p o i n t  i n  t h e i r
childhood

F e w e r  t h a n  9 %  o f  t h e
p a r e n t s  o r  g u a r d i a n s  o f
children are prepared for a
lost-child situation

Over  2000  ch i ld ren  ge t
lost  in the U.S every day

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,
c h e c k  o u t
www.protoolindustries.co
m or call  800-708-5191.
W h o ’s  b e e n  d i g g i n g

i n  m y  y a r d ?
By Myron Wiley

H a v e  y o u  e v e r  w a l k e d
o u t  i n t o  y o u r  w e l l - k e p t
y a r d  a n d  f o u n d  t h e  s o d
dimpled by a  mult i tude of
cone - shaped  c ra t e r s  s ev -
eral  inches deep and wide?
How about  mulch  a round
shrubbery  p lowed up  and
scattered or small  plants in
your garden destroyed and
the  ent i re  area  looking as
i f  roo ted  up  by  hogs?  I f
so ,  you  l ike ly  have  been
v is i t ed  by  a  n ine -banded
a r m a d i l l o  ( D a s y p u s
novemcinc tus ) .  Th i s  spe -
c i e s  i s  one  o f  abou t  20
exis t ing  spec ies  of  a rma-
dil lo originally from South
America .  The nine-banded
armadi l lo  i s  the  only  one

By J Wayne Fears
Outdoorsmen and women

a r e  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t
i n s t i l l i n g  t h e i r  l o v e  f o r
hunt ing,  f ishing and other
ou tdoor  pursu i t s  in  the i r
chi ldren.  But ,  with adven-
ture in the outdoors comes
r isk ,  and one  of  the  most
terrifying is losing a child.

Now available to you is a
p r in t ed  t ex t  de s igned  to
educa te  and  he lp  prevent
one  of  the  most  a la rming
situations anyone may find
themselves .  How To Los t
P r o o f  Yo u r  C h i l d  b y  J .
Wa y n e  F e a r s  p r o v i d e s
r e s o u r c e s  a i m e d  a t  p r e -
vent ing a  los t -chi ld  s i tua-
t ion as  well  as  s teps to  be
t a k e n  t o  s a v e  t i m e ,
resources  and  human l i fe
in  the  case  o f  a  miss ing
child.

I t  has  been sa id  tha t  an
o u n c e  o f  p r e v e n t i o n  i s
worth  a  pound of  cure .  I f
you or  someone you know
has ever  been involved in
t r y i n g  t o  l o c a t e  a  l o s t
child,  you know this  state-
ment certainly holds true.

“ I t  i s  fa r  eas ie r  to  pre-
p a r e  y o u r s e l f  a n d  y o u r
child for a lost-child si tua-
t i o n  t h a n  i t  i s  t o  g o
through the trauma of hav-
ing a child missing,” Fears
says.

In  the  guidebook,  Fears
adapts his great  knowledge
of  wi lderness  surv iva l  to
the  goa l  o f  los t -p roof ing
the  ch i ld .  He  d iv ides  the
book into  los t -proof ing in
suburbia and lost-proofing
in  the  woods .  In  the  sec-
t i o n  o n  s u b u r b i a ,  F e a r s
covers  poss ib le  scenar ios
s u c h  a s  m a l l s ,  p u b l i c
events ,  schools  and sport -
ing and church events .  He
discusses the reasons chil-
dren wander off  as  well  as
p rov id ing  s t r a t eg i e s  t ha t
t e a c h  s a f e  b e h a v i o r  t o
children.  He then provides
a  c lea r  and  perhaps  l i fe -
saving procedure to follow
i f  a  ch i ld  i s  l o s t .  When
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What a Buck! This nice 10 point buck was taken on
opening day of the gun season, November 6, 2010.  The
large bodied deer had an inside horn spread of 22 inches.
He was taken by Mark Nichols of Longview, Texas on a
ranch south of Sterling City.

How to lost proof your child

First National Bank
Bronte, Texas

102 W. Main
Bronte, Texas
(325) 473-2911
MEMBER FDIC

We, at the
First National Bank

in Bronte,
would like to extend a

hearty welcome
to all the

hunters and
fishermen.

FNB

www.thefnbsc.com
Branch of the First National

Bank of Sterling City

HUNTERS
WELCOME

COUNTRY
INN

Motel in Bronte
a family owned business

Phone (office)
325-473-3911
325-340-8661

Yvonne Charles
Manager

Husky Feed
118 W Main •� Blackwell, Texas

(325) 282-2030 •� Ray & Karen Walls

Monday - Friday •� 8 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday •� 8 am - 5 pm
Sunday •� 9 am - 2 pm

Welcome Hunters!
Batteries, Corn, Etc.


