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failure instead of success.
The science of fish and wild-
l ife management did not
exist, and funds to better
understand the principles of
fish and wildlife restoration
were non-existent .  Li t t le
money was avai lable  to
acquire land, pursue restora-
tion work or enforce game
laws.

A historic change for the
better began 75 years ago in
1937, when Congress passed
t h e  P i t t m a n - R o b e r t s o n
Federal  A id  to  Wildlife
Restoration Act. The law lev-
ies an 11 percent excise tax
on rifles, shotguns, ammuni-
tion and archery equipment
and a 10 percent tax on hand-
guns. The tax is paid by
manufacturers, not by cus-
tomers at checkout counters,
so most people don’t know
about it. Since its passage,
Texas has received more than
$300 million for wildlife
research and conservation,
creation of wildlife manage-
ment areas, hunter education,
shooting range development
and related work.

Key language in the law
inc ludes  “a  p roh ib i t ion
against  the diversion of
license fees paid by hunters
for any other purpose than
the administration of said
State fish and game depart-
ment.” With those words, the
science of fish and wildlife
management was taken out of
the political arena. If a state
wanted federal money to help
restore wildlife, they had to
guarantee  the i r  wi ld l i fe
agency’s right to use every
dime of hunting and fishing
license revenue to support it.

In 1950, Congress passed
the Dingell-Johnson Federal
Aid in Sport Fish Restoration
Act,  mandating a similar
excise tax on fishing rods
and related equipment. This
has funneled nearly $350
million to Texas for fisheries

research and conservation,
creation of fish hatcheries,
boater and angler education,
boat ramp and marina con-
struction and more.

These two historic laws
were hard-won victories. It
took years of pushing by con-
servation groups, and many
failed attempts, before they
finally passed. Federal excise
taxes, along with state hunt-
ing and fishing license reve-
nue, are the key to the North
American model of wildlife
conservation, in which wild-
life are owned by the people,
and a “user-pay, public-bene-
fit” system taxes those who
use the resources most and
are willing to pay to manage
them for the common good.

To study the 75-year legacy
of WSFR funding in Texas is
to track the state’s history of
fisheries and wildlife conser-
vation. Pick any high point,
any great achievement, and
this money is behind it.  It
would take a book to cover all
it has made possible in Texas
over 75 years, but here are
some highlights.

In 1945, Texas used WSFR
funds to buy 5,335 acres for
the state’s first wildlife man-
agement area. Sierra Diablo
WMA in far West Texas today
encompasses close to 11,800
acres and is a stronghold for
some of the last remaining
desert bighorn sheep in Texas.
This native species had van-

ished from the state by 1960,
but is coming back across
West Texas thanks to restora-
tion work that began at Sierra
Diablo WMA and continues
today.

More wildlife management
areas followed, all made pos-
sible by WSFR funds. In
1948, Black Gap became the
state’s second WMA. Gene
Howe and Kerr WMAs fol-

lowed in 1950. Derden WMA
near Palestine was renamed
in 1952 for Gus A. Engeling,
the first biologist assigned to
the area, who was shot and
killed by a poacher there in
1951. J.D. Murphree WMA

near Port Arthur began in
1 9 5 8 .  M a t a d o r  i n  t h e
Panhandle started in 1959,
and Chaparral  WMA was
born in South Texas in 1969.

Today there are 49 Texas
(Continued on next page)

Jordan Cherry is shown with this huge 31 1/2 pound Blue Catfish caught at Oak
Creek Lake July 15, 2012.  Also shown are Jim Willson (left) and Josh Paul.
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FEED • SEED • FERTILIZER

Thurs. - Fri.    9  am to 5 pm
SATURDAY   9 am to 12 noon

We also carry a complete line of Feed, Seed,
Fertilizer, Animal Health Products,
Garden Supplies, and Horse Tack.

Hunting Accessories
A Division of PM FEED & GRAIN COMPANY

3101 S Hwy 84 • Snyder, Texas • (325) 573-9373

808 Austin • Robert Lee, Texas
(325) 453-2611

For Special or Quantity Orders, call (325) 573-9373
for delivery to Robert Lee.

Aubrey & Cliff Faubion
325-977-0003 • 325-977-0005

www.faubion.com
Specializing in

Farm, Ranch & Hunting
Properties

806 Acres • Concho County •� $1,100,000
Rolling terrain with mature trees, draws, and a wet
weather creek.  3/2 maufactured home with central
heat/air, front and back porches, 4 BR bunkhouse, metal
pipe working pens, blinds and feeders, food plots.  Deer,
turkey, quail, and dove.  Deer herd has been managed for 4
years and there are numerous mature bucks. Wild Spanish
goats are occasionally killed on the ranch.

Representing Buyers & Sellers

Agents for
WILLINGHAM REALTY

1102 Hutchins • Box 642
Ballinger, Texas 76821

1790 Acres • Nolan County • $1,745,250
Nice ranch land on good county roads.  Eight strong water
wells with troughs. New nice set of pens.  Majority of
fences are excellent.  Approximately 200 acres in field.
Pastures have been predominately cleared of cedar, with
some draws left alone.  Owner will convey 80% wind rights.

145 Acres • Runnels County • $210,250
Good soil in 4 fenced fields, normally planted in wheat.
Bluff Creek runs on back side of property that has mesquite
and other large trees.  Deer, turkey, and other birds.  Call
for an appointment.

435 Acres • Runnels County •� $1,575/acre
Pristine ranch in the same family since 1927!  Rolling
terrain with large trees, pavement access, stock tank and
river frontage.  Perfect wildlife habitat - only hunted 1
week per year!  Situated approximately 10 miles southeast
of Bronte.  Brand New to Market!

671 Acres • Runnels County • $1,275/acre
Excellent hunting on this beautiful property on Colorado
River near Ballinger Lake.  Some Cultivation.  Ranch has
been in same family for years!  Brand New to Market!

W.E.B. Construction Company
Backhoe • Dozer • Blade • Dumptrucks

WELCOME HUNTERS!
Give us a call for quality road work &
right-of-ways on your hunting leases.

Edwin & Wyndell Brosh, Owners
PO Box 733 • Robert Lee, TX  76945

325/473-1074 • 325/453-2230 • FAX 325/453-2829


