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Report shows hunting
remains safe outdoor activity

Hunting accidents and
fatalities in Texas continued
their long-term decline in
2012, still below three acci-
dents per 100,000 hunters in
recent years.

Last year, there were 25
reported hunting related acci-
dents, five of which were
fatalities. Although any fatal-
ity is tragic, Texas accident
numbers are small compared
to the number of hunters with
1,155,542 hunting licenses
issued in 2012.

The National Shooting
Sports Foundation, the trade
association for the firearms
industry, has compiled data
on accident rates among 28
recreational pursuits that
shows hunting ranks third in
safety behind only camping
and billiards.

“The statistics show hunt-
ing is safe and getting safer
in Texas,” said Robert
Ramirez, hunter education
program manager for the

Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department. “And we do
believe that is directly

related to hunter education.”

The state’s worst year on
record for hunting accidents
was 1968, when 105 acci-
dents were reported, includ-
ing 37 fatalities. That equates
to about 12 accidents per
100,000 hunters.

Prior to mandatory hunter
education requirements in the
fall of 1988, Texas reported
7.5 hunting accidents per
100,000 hunting licenses
issued. Since then, Texas has
averaged 2.95 accidents per
100,000 licenses issued.

“We’re still on a trend that
is taking us downward,”
Ramirez said. “Whether we
bump it up next year or not,
the 10-year trend is what I
look at, and it’s coming
down. Mandatory hunter edu-
cation is really having an
impact.”

The class is mandatory for
every hunter, including for-
eign and out-of-state hunters,
born after September 1, 1971.
The minimum age of certifi-
cation is 9 years. In 2012,
volunteer hunter education
instructors certified more
than 45,000 hunters across
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Ramirez said even hunters
who are not required to take
the education course are
more aware of basic safety
principles than before.

“It’s things like the ‘10
Commandments of Shooting
Safety,” the very basic safety
principles that are promoted
a whole lot more now than
30 or even 20 years ago,” he
said. “Highlighting the acci-
dents is an education in and
of itself.”

The five hunting fatalities
of 2012 included two inci-
dents involving careless han-
dling of a firearm near a
vehicle, and three where the
shooters did not follow basic
rules of firearms safety.

According to Ramirez,
these accidents were prevent-
able if the hunters had only
followed some very basic
safety principles like those
taught in the hunter educa-
tion courses.

“You know you’re not
going to stop accidents alto-

gether,” he said. “But you’re
going to help people build
knowledge and skills to avoid
accidents.”

The full report for 2012 is
available on the TPWD web
site http://www.tpwd.state.tx.
us/publications/learning/hunt
er_education/ .

Melissa Steen of Odessa holds up the 6 pound

bass she caught last May at Oak Creek Lake.
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