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Texas Parks and Wildlife turns 50 this year

Agency Calls for Texans to Share
Stories, Photos, become
Ambassadors for the Future

In the late summer of 1963,
the most popular show on
television was “The Beverly
Hillbillies,” a gallon of gas
cost 29 cents, the University
of Texas Longhorns were
headed toward their first
national football champion-
ship, “My Boyfriend’s Back”
was the top hit on AM radio
and Texas had a new state
agency called the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department.

Earlier that year, Texas
lawmakers had begun consid-
eration of House Bill 21,
introduced by Weatherford
State Rep. James M. Cotton,
an attorney descended from a
Parker County pioneer. The
measure, called for by Gov.
John B. Connally as part of
his campaign to modernize
state government, would
merge the Game and Fish
Commission with the State
Parks Board to create a new
agency dedicated to conser-
vation, parks and outdoor
recreation. The final bill
passed in the Senate in early
April and Connally later
signed it into law with an
effective date of Aug. 23.

This year, TPWD will mark
its 50th anniversary using
technology not even imag-
ined in 1963. The department
has set up a 50th anniversary
web page at www.lifesbetter
outside.org where people can
share stories and photos
about their memorable
moments in the Texas out-
doors, and thereby inspire
others to enjoy nature.

While online, the agency

hopes people will sign up to
become a Texas Parks and
Wildlife ambassador and
pledge to do things like visit
state parks, take a kid hunting or
fishing, and watch and share a
video showcasing what’s made
life better outside in Texas.

“With all the bounty and
beauty of our natural places,
our parks, our wildlife, and
with everything that’s at
stake in our state today, we
are excited about our 50th
birthday,” said TPWD
Executive Director Carter
Smith, “but we don’t want it
to be all about us, and we
want to look to the future as
we celebrate our past.”

While acknowledging the
many contributions of former
and current TPWD employ-
ees, Smith says the agency
wants the half-century cele-
bration to focus on the peo-
ple who support the depart-
ment, and to inspire a new
generation of supporters.

“We’re a successful organi-
zation in large part because
of those who support us,”
Smith said, “and we can’t
fulfill our mission without
help. If you love wildlife and
parks, step up to be a TPWD
ambassador and join us in
shaping the Texas outdoors
we want to see in the next 50
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For The Best Deals on the
New Ford Super Duties

You'll Like the Way We Do Business!

Ask For:
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Oval

Certified

in Sales and Service

Billy Wayne Roe * Randy Flanagan ¢ Jim Herring
(325) 453-2715 or 453-4561

Photo courtesy of 700 Sprmg
Ranch, Telegraph, Texas.
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THE CASTON COMPANY LLC

Conservation Contractor Specializing in
Conserving Our Natural Resources
Marty Caston ¢ Leta Caston

(325) 2771375 * (325) 453-2453 office
Fully Insured For Your Protection

During Your Stay, Stop In At
This ‘N That Shop

711 Austin Street * Downtown Robert Lee
Store * (325) 453-4307
Leta Caston * (325) 453-2453
Store Hours:
Thursdays & Saturdays 10 am to 4 pm
Open by Appointment also.
2 ) Leta Caston * (325) 277-2650 .
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Welcorne

Hunters
Wildcat RV & Paint Creek MH Parks
357 Wildcat Marina Rd
Robert Lee

(325) 4563-2807
Next to Lake E.V. Spence

Cafe

Open Friday & Saturday
8 am to 6:30 pm

Sunday * 8 am to 2:30 pm
Convenience Store
RV Hookups: Daily, Weekly,
Monthly Rates

Motel/ Roomns: Daily, Weekly
$50/Nightly

Monthly Rates
Wildcat RV Park - 40x80° Lots
- 8200 (Plus Electric)
Paint Creek MH Park Lots
- 8750 (Plus Electric)

RV Hook-ups * $20/Nightly




