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One in every three hunters
who hunt from a treestand
will fall at some point in
their hunting career, and of
those,  75 to 80 percent
occurs while ascending or
descending the tree.

Nationally, 300-500 hunt-
ers are killed annually in tre-
estand accidents and another
6,000 will have treestand
related injuries.

Tree stand incidents are
one of the leading causes of
injury to hunters. The DNR
urges hunters to utilize the
following safety tips:

• Always wear a full body
harness, also known as a fall
arrest system, when you are
in a tree stand, as well as
when climbing into or out of
a tree stand. Make sure it is
worn properly.  Treestand
harnesses have an expiration
date and should be replaced
when they expire and/or if a
fall occurs.

• A safety strap should be
attached to the tree to pre-
vent falling more than 12
inches.

• Always inspect the safety
harness for signs of wear or
damage before each use.

• Follow the 3 point rule of
tree stand safety.  Always
have 3 points of contact to
the steps or ladder before
moving. Be cautious that
rain, frost, ice, or snow can
cause  s teps  to  become
extremely slippery.  Check
the securi ty of  the step
before placing your weight
on it.

• Always hunt with a plan
and if  possible a buddy.
Before you leave home, let
others know your exact hunt-
ing location, when you plan
to return and who is with
you.

• Always carry emergency
signal devices such as a cell
phone, walkie-talkie, whistle,
signal flare, personal locator
device and flashlight on your
person at all times and within

reach even while you are sus-
pended. Watch for changing
weather conditions. In the
event of an accident, remain
c a l m  a n d  s e e k  h e l p
immediately.

• Always select the proper
tree for use with your tree
stand. Select a live straight
tree that fits within the size
limits recommended in your
tree stand’s instructions. Do
not climb or place a tree stand
against a leaning tree.

• Never leave a tree stand
installed for more than two
weeks since damage could
result from changing weather
conditions and/or from other
factors not obvious with a
visual inspection.

• Always use a haul line to
pu l l  up  your  gear  and
unloaded firearm or bow to
your tree stand once you have
reached your desired hunting
height. Never climb with any-
thing in your hands or on
your back. Prior to descend-
ing, lower your equipment on
the opposite side of the tree.

• Be aware of suspension
trauma. A rear attached full
body harness is intended to
prevent falls, not to be sus-
pended in for any length of
time. Suspension trauma can
happen in less than 20 min-
utes and can be fatal. Hunters
should attach an additional
foot strap to the body harness
to take the pressure off their
upper legs and carry a pocket

knife to cut away the harness
if the situation turns critical.

Game Warden
Field Notes

The following items are
compiled from recent TPWD
law enforcement reports.
Deer in the Headlights

Two Tom Green County game
wardens  saw a  veh ic le
attempt to run down deer in
an open field. The game war-
dens stopped the vehicle and
could smell a strong odor of
alcohol on the lone subject.
Sobriety tests were adminis-
tered and the subject was
arrested for DWI, driving
with a suspended license, two
local warrants and hunting with
illegal means and methods.

Overkill
A Taylor County game war-
den received a call from a
landowner who said a neigh-
bor contacted him and said he
saw someone with a flash-
light on his property. When
the warden arrived, two other
landowners had the suspect
blocked on a county road.
The 25-year-old suspect had
shot a deer on property that
bordered the landowner ’s
property, and the deer ran
onto the landowner’s land.
The suspect then proceeded
to track the deer approxi-
mately 400 yards into the
landowner’s property, where
he found the wounded deer
and again shot it.

Safety first when hunting from tree stands

Bronte’s
General

Store

75¢ Coffee
Bottomless Cup

 9  am  -  6  pm Tuesday - Saturday

 Ice Cream
Unique Gifts
Free Wi-Fi

Antiques & More!

119 W. Main • Downtown Bronte

Welcome
Hunters!

ART
GALLERY

ASKINS PROPANE
FOR ALL YOUR

PROPANE NEEDS
New & Used Tires

Flats Fixed
*Hours - 8:00 - 5:00 Monday thru Friday

9:00 - 12:00 Noon Saturday
*After hours & weekends, call 453-4767

202 Commerce - Robert Lee
453-2060

Hwy. 277 North - Bronte
1-800-722-1106

PALMER FEED & SUPPLY, INC.
1318 N. Chadbourne • San Angelo

 (325) 653-6765

PALMER FEED & SUPPLY, Inc.
DEER HUNTERS

HEADQUARTERS
With The Best Selections In:

Two Locations to Serve You Better!

• Deer Feeders       • Deer Corn      • Deer Blocks        • Feeder Batteries
• Deer Food Plot Mix                 • Timers                 • Deer Protein Pellets
• Spinner/Timer Units                        • The Best in Carhart & Wrangler

BALLINGER FEED & SEED
621 Strong Ave. • Ballinger

(325) 365-2647

W.E.B. Construction Company
Backhoe • Dozer • Blade • Dumptrucks

WELCOME HUNTERS!
Give us a call for quality road work &
right-of-ways on your hunting leases.

Edwin & Wyndell Brosh, Owners
PO Box 733 • Robert Lee, TX  76945

325/473-1074 • 325/453-2230 • FAX 325/453-2829
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