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Outlook favorable for
Texas Deer Season

While not clear of the
drought, things are looking
up in many parts of the state
this year and the outlook for
deer and deer hunting is
much brighter.

Archery-only deer season
opened Saturday, Sept. 28
and runs through Nov. 1. The
general firearms season
begins Nov. 2. The special
youth-only deer seasons are
Oct. 26-27 and Jan. 6-19.

Biologists can provide
some general predictions
each year based on rainfall
and general habitat condi-
tions that are applicable at a
landscape level scale, but
whether those predictions
hold true for individual prop-
erties is like trying to guess
the Lotto numbers on the
Saturday night drawing.
Factors like rainfall, avail-
ability of native foods like
acorns or mesquite bean
crops, habitat quality and
availability, even hunting
pressure, play a role in shap-
ing your hunting success.
Aside from rainfall and gen-
eral habitat conditions biolo-
gists also consider previous
year’s deer population char-
acteristics to make predic-
tions for the upcoming
season.

“Statewide population
trends remain stable and
hunters should expect good
numbers of deer year in and
year out,” says Alan Cain,
TPWD whitetail deer pro-

gram leader. “I would predict
the statewide deer population
to be close to or slightly
above the long-term average
and hover around that 3.6
million deer mark for 2013.”
“One factor hunters should
also keep in mind is the good
carryover of deer from the
2012 season as harvest was
down resulting from heavy
acorn and mast crops in sev-
eral regions of the state,”
Cain notes. “For hunters this
translates into plenty of
opportunities to harvest a
deer.” Though the deer popu-
lation numbers are expected
to be good this year, Cain
predicts the recent September
rains that resulted in a flush
of green vegetation may
cause bow hunters to rethink
their early season hunting
strategies as deer may spend
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Pena’s Red Barn
MEXICAN AND AMERICAN FOOD

welcomes all the

Hunters & Fishermen
to Coke County!
We are open for
Breakfast « Lunch « Supper
Catfish Special All Day Friday
Open Tuesday through Saturday « 8 am - 8 pm
Sunday -9 am - 2 pm

BRONTE HOMETOWN HARDWARE

112 West Main Strect, Bronte, TX 76933

(320) 473-3811

Mon-Sat 9 am to & pm
WELCOME HUNTERS!!!

Open Sunday 9 am - 2 pm
November & December

HUNTING ACCESSORIES
DEER FEEDERS
RE-CHARGEABLE BATTERIES
SOLAR PANELS

HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES

DEER CORN

PROTEIN PELLETS & BLOCKS
LIVESTOCK FEED & HLS FEED TUBS
AMMO & KNIVES

GENERAL HARDWARE, PLUMBING
ELECTRICAL, POWER & HAND TOOLS
AUTOMOTIVE, LUMBER, WORK GLOVES
VET & ANIMAL SUPPLIES

WHEAT

GENE & DOUG WHEAT

We have been delivering quality fuel and
lubricants to the people of West Central
Texas for over fifty years. If you need
quality fuel delivered to you by a reliable
distributor, please give us a call. We will
gladly take care of all your fuel needs.

GASOLINE * OFF-ROAD DIESEL » HIGHWAY
DIESEL * PROPANE * SHELL LUBRICANTS
FUEL TANKS

325-754-4555

104 E. Parsonage Winters

NRA Affiliated

OMPLETE SHOOTING RANGE

COVERED SHOOTING BENCHES
25 Yard to 200 Yard Range

State Certified Police Range
MEMBERSHIP * $35 PER YEAR

Silhouette Matches 1st Sat. of month
January - December
Rifle & Pistol

Concealed Handgun
Classes Offered

For more information, contact Richard
Johnson 453-2031, Tom Sawyer, Jr. 277-2697
PO Box 109 Robert Lee, Texas 76945.



