
took it to a local shooting 
competition where he finished 
second. Other competitors were 
so impressed with his quality and 
accuracy that orders starting 
pouring in for his rifle barrels 
and the company was born.

Remington Arms Company 
has been in operation in some 
form since that time and as far as 
I can find, all of  their guns have 
been made in America. 

Remington’s 2 most popular 
guns are the Model 870 pump 
shotgun and the Model 700 bolt 
action rifle. The Model 870 was 
first introduced in 1950 and to 
date has sold more than 12 
million shotguns. The Model 700 
was introduced in 1962 and to 
date has sold more than 5 million 
units in 3 or 4 different grades 
but all with the same bolt actions. 
This makes these 2 icons the 
most popular shotguns and rifles 
of  all time. 

My first shotgun was a 
Remington 870 Wingmaster. I 
bought it in 1962 and still use it 
to this day. 

By Johnny Kirby
Congratulations are in order 

to Remington Arms Company 
on their 200th year of  operation 
in the United States. This makes 

them the oldest gun maker in the 
U.S.

In 1816, Eliphalet Remington 
II made his first rifle barrel in his 
father’s factory in New York. 
With the aid of  a local gunsmith 
he completed his first rifle and 

The Observer/Enterprise    Friday,  November 4, 2016    Page 15


