
production and marketing 
practices. Participants should 
respond by April 4.

Farmers and ranchers can 
return their questionnaires by 
mail or complete them online at 
agcounts.usda.gov using the 
new Respondent Portal. On the 
portal, producers can complete 
their surveys, see previously 
reported data, access data 
visualizations and reports of  
interest, link to other USDA 
agencies, get a local weather 
update and more.

“We continue to receive 
requests for updated data on 
organic farms, especially to 
measure growth in the 
production sector of  the organic 
industry,” said Donald Buysse, 
chief  of  the Census Planning 
Branch at NASS. “According to 
the 2019 survey, U.S. certified 
organic producers sold a total 
of  $9.93 billion in products, up 
31% over 2016. That is a 
significant increase, and this 
upcoming survey will help 
determine if  that type of  
growth has been sustained.”

Agricultural statistics are used 
by many, including business and 
policy decision makers, but in 
this case, farmers and ranchers 
stand to reap the most benefits.

The 2021 Organic Survey 
will provide data for USDA’s 
Risk Management Agency to 
evaluate crop insurance 
coverage to help provide 
adequate pricing for organic 
farmers. The report, to be 
released on the NASS website 
Dec. 15, 2022, will also assist 
farmers, suppliers and others in 
the private sector in planning 
the production and marketing 
of  new products to help sustain 
industry growth.

“I encourage producers to 
participate in this survey so we 
can continue to improve Federal 
crop insurance for organic 
producers,” said Marcia 
Bunger, administrator for 
USDA’s Risk Management 
Agency. “We now offer an 
organic price for 84 crops, 
which is up from just four in 
2011, due in part to the 
information received from this 
survey. Producers’ participation 
in this survey will aid USDA 
efforts to meet the needs of  our 
nation’s ever-expanding organic 
market.”

As is the case with all NASS 
surveys, information provided 
by respondents is kept 
confidential and will not be 
published in identifiable form, 
as required by federal law. For 
more information about the 
2021 Certified Organic Survey, 
visit nass.usda.gov/organics.

A new U.S. Department of  
Agriculture (USDA) report 
shows use of  no-till, crop 
rotations, more efficient 
irrigation methods and 
advanced technologies have 
climbed in recent years.

The report from USDA’s 
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) 
demonstrates progress made 
through voluntary conservation 
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over a 10-year period. Findings 
from the report will inform 
future conservation strategies, 
including USDA’s efforts to 
tackle the climate crisis.

The “Conservation Practices 
on Cultivated Cropland: A 
Comparison of  CEAP I and 
CEAP II Survey Data and 
Modeling” was developed by 
USDA’s Conservation Effects 
Assessment Project (CEAP). It 
found significant gains for soil 
health and soil carbon storage, 
while also identifying areas 
where additional and targeted 
nutrient management strategies 
are needed.

“This latest CEAP report 
shows that farmers have done an 
outstanding job over the years in 
using innovative conservation 
strategies that help mitigate 
climate change,” said NRCS 
Chief  Terry Cosby, “But we have 
more work to do. Reports like this 
one help us better understand 
conservation approaches and 
make improvements to increase 
positive impacts. This report will 
help steer our conservation efforts 
well into the future to help us 
adapt to changing trends in 
production, climate and 
technology.”

Key findings include:
Farmers increasingly adopted 

advanced technology, including 
enhanced-efficiency fertilizers 
and variable rate fertilization to 
improve efficiency, assist 
agricultural economies and 
benefit the environment.

More efficient conservation 
tillage systems, particularly no-
till, became the dominant form 
of  tillage, improving soil health 
and reducing fuel use.

(Continued on next page)


