
Spring is upon us and that 
means the start of  Texas’ 
amazing spring wildflower 
season. Late winter annuals and 
perennials lead the 2021 flora 
parade along Texas highways 
and state lands within our 
diverse ecoregions and vernal 
landscapes.

Texas bluebonnets typically 
peak at the end of  March 
through mid-April. Bluebonnets 
often start blooming near 
Interstate 10 between San 
Antonio and Houston and then 
farther north toward the Dallas/
Fort Worth Metroplex. The 
native range of  Texas 
bluebonnets is primarily the Hill 
Country and Blackland Prairie 
Ecoregions, although Texans 
have seeded these flowers well 
beyond.

from office. At a low point, she 
frets about whether her hard 
work (for people who may not 
appreciate it) is even worth it.

But it is worth it.  She knows it 
is, whether people recognize it in 
the short run.  In a pep talk, her 
boss Ron Swanson encourages 
her to fight rejection by making 
a difference anyway.  He tells her 
that if  people do not listen to her 
at one level, find a new level 
where people WILL listen.  She 
takes a job as a regional director 
with the National Park Service. 
Lest you think she abandons 
Pawnee - after all, she frequently 
opined “only a moron would 
ever live anywhere other than 
Pawnee, Indiana” - she 
convinces the NPS to locate 
their new regional office in 
Pawnee rather than Chicago. 
Through the leadership of  
herself  and her husband 
(Pawnee’s new city manager), 
Pawnee becomes a technology 
hub and a booming, trendy 
place to live.  In her coup de 
grâce, she locates a new national 
park right outside town.

Sure, it is silly.  Sure, it is 
fiction.  Sure, she has some 
terrible policy ideas that make 
me absolutely cringe.  But if  you 
love your hometown, it is hard 

not to be inspired by the tireless 
passion of  Leslie Knope.  To be 
clear, I would not say “only a 
moron would ever live 
anywhere other than Stamford, 
Texas,” but I certainly think 
Stamford is a wonderful place 
to live for anyone reading these 
words and I expect other 
community leaders reading this 
feel similarly about their own 
towns.

In their fictional universe, it 
only seemed ridiculous for 
Leslie and her husband to 
dream of  Pawnee landing a 
national park and becoming a 
mini-Silicon Valley, until it 
happened.  Ridiculous ideas are 
only ridiculous until they come 
true.  Passion fueled with 
knowledge and hard work can 
take a person or a place to 
unforeseen heights.

So:  what’s stopping each of  
us from channeling our own 
inner Leslie Knope?

James Decker is the Mayor of  
Stamford, Texas and the creator 
of  the “West of  98” website and 
forthcoming podcast. Contact 
James and subscribe to these 
essays at westof98.substack.com.

Has storage buildings for rent.  
473-2221, 473-0409.

45-tnc

 Half  Section to 2 sections of  
land for grazing.  Contact Wayne 
McCutchen at (325) 473-3201.

03-tnp

(Continued from previous page)
Chicken fried chicken, 

mashed potatoes, gravy, green 
beans, hot roll, milk

 Pizza, corn, salad, milk

Chicken quesadilla, nacho 
cheese, refried beans, milk

(Continued from page 3)
Innocuous projects are 

derailed by deranged citizens or 
malevolent city councilmen. She 
runs a successful grassroots 
campaign for Pawnee City 
Council, but in her idealistic 
naivete, she promptly gets 
herself  recalled and removed 

Bob FrazeeÕs 944-0010473-6603

Deflooding &Carpet Cleaning

24 hr. Emergency
Water Damage Service
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BUY IT!  SELL IT!  FIND IT!

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
All real estate advertising in this 

newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status or national 
origin, or an intention, to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”  Familial status 
includes children under the age of 
18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and 
people securing custody of children 
under 18.

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
for real estate which is in violation 
of the law.  Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of 
discrimination, call HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.  The toll-free 
telephone number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

50¢ Per Word
$7.50 Minimum

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING RATES

Rates when paid in advance.

Legal Notices:
50¢ Per Word

A service charge will be 
added to all ads which 

must be billed.

WANTED

FOR RENT

Visit us
online at
Observer

Enterprise.com

For our
Robert Lee 
customers’ 

convenience, 
there is a

Drop Box at
COKE 

COUNTY 
FEED & 
RANCH 
SUPPLY.


