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store had ordered was not on it.
As of  Tuesday, March 17, 2020, 
worldwide there have been 
195,892 cases of  Covid-19 with 
7,865 deaths and 80,840 
recoveries.  Of  these 195,892 
cases worldwide, 5,702 are in 
the United States.  Currently, 
there are no cases in Coke 
County.

A timeline of  the pandemic 
begins below.

The World Health 
Organization discovers an 
unknown virus with pneumonia-
like symptoms first observed in 
the Wuhan province area of  
China.

The coronavirus is identified.

The first person with 
coronavirus arrives in the 
United States from China, 
having been in Wuhan.

China closes off  the city of  

issued orders putting facilities on 
lockdown.  This order mandated 
that both of  the nursing homes 
in Coke County went on 
lockdown and will remain that 
way until the order is lifted.  By 
the weekend, local schools had 
issued statements that they 
would be closed the week of  
March 16-20 and possibly 
longer.  Grand Jury and District 
Court slated for the first week in 
April have been cancelled. 

On Wednesday, the local 
stores selling groceries and paper 
products reported higher activity 
than normal.  This continued 
through Friday and even after 
some restocking, there was not a 
roll of  toilet paper to be sold on 
Tuesday, March 17.  You could 
also not purchase Lysol 
disinfectant sprays, hand 
sanitizer, Lysol wipes, 
antibacterial soap, or bread.  A 
grocery truck came to the 
Bronte Supermarket on 
Monday, but much of  what the 

Wuhon completely to slow the 
spread of  the coronavirus to the 
rest of  China.

President Trump declares a 
public health emergency and 
imposes a ban on travel to and 
from China.  Mandatory two 
week quarantines were imposed 
on United States citizens coming 
from affected area.

President Trump forms a task 
force of  the top scientific 
medical professionals led by Vice 
President Pence.  On the 29th, a 
travel ban was imposed on Iran 
and new travel restrictions 
imposed on Italy and South 
Korea.  Regulations on Covid-
19 testing were relaxed.

All Covid-19 testing 
restrictions were lifted early in 
the month. Cancellations, 
closures and shelter in place 
orders followed for the most 
highly affected areas.

Coke County, like all areas of  
the United States, is dealing with 
restricted interaction, event 
cancellation, school closings, 
nursing home lockdowns, etc. 
due to the new coronavirus 
named Covid-19.  Effects to 

Coke County citizens didn’t hit 
close to home until Wednesday, 
March 11, 2020, when the 
Houston Livestock Show and 
Rodeo closed with 11 days left 
on their schedule.  By Friday, 
March 13, Governor Abbott had 


