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T h e  D e m o c r a t ’s

D i l e m m a
An opinion article by Dr.

John Coppedge, retired
surgeon and Coke County

landowner
Not so long ago poli t ics

i n  Te x a s  w a s  s i m p l e .
Everything was decided in
the  Democra t i c  Pr imary.
Then a long came Dwight
Eisenhower.    Texans st i l l
vo ted  in  the  Democra t ic
Primary,  but  began voting
for  the Republican on the
national t icket.

In the 1980’s and 1990’s
things changed.  There are
2 7  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t e d
off i c e s  i n  Texas.
Governor,  L t .  Gove rno r,
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ,
Comptroller,  Agriculture
Commissioner,  L a n d
Commissioner,  3  Rai lroad
C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  n i n e
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  J u s t i c e s
a n d  n i n e  C o u r t  o f
Criminal  Appeals  Judges.
All  these off ices  are  now
in Republ ican hands .   In
f a c t ,  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  a
Democrat  won a statewide
race was 1994---18 years
a g o !   F o r  t w o  d e c a d e s
now,  Te x a n s  w h o  s t i l l
v o t e  i n  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c
Pr imary  have  e ffectively
g iven  up  t he i r  r i gh t  t o
dec ide  who  ho lds  t he se
offices.

Dur ing  tha t  same t ime,
many of  the  urban  areas
of  the  s ta te  swi tched  to
e l ec t i ng  Repub l i cans  t o
a l l  t h e i r  l o c a l  o f fices.
The result  of that  was that
if  you lived in an urban or
suburban  a rea ,  t he  on ly
way you could make your
voice heard and your vote
count  was  to  vote  in  the
Republican Primary --  for
any office,  local ,  regional
or statewide.

M u c h  o f  r u r a l  Texas
c lung to  the  t rad i t ion  of
local Democratic rule,  but
is  now catching up.   Vast
s w a t h s  o f  Te x a s  a r e
s w i t c h i n g  t o  t h e
Republ ican Par ty.   Mos t
say  they  a re  not  leav ing
the  Democra t i c  Pa r ty - - -
the Democrat ic  Par ty  lef t
them.

Tw o  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h i s
are Harrison County (Ma-
rshal l )  in  East  Texas  and
Coke County (Robert  Lee
a n d  B r o n t e )  i n  West
Texas .   Bo th  a re  r ep re -
sented by Republ icans  in
t h e  Te x a s  H o u s e  o f
Representat ives,  the State
Sena te  and  in  Congress .
Seven  of  the  n ine  Cour t
o f  Appeals  Jus t ices  who
o v e r s e e  t h e i r  l i v e s  a r e
Republican.    Both of  the
State  Board of  Educat ion
Commissioners  represent-
i n g  t h e s e  a r e a s  a r e
Republ ican.   In  the  2008
G e n e r a l  E l e c t i o n ,  J o h n
McCain  got  over  65% of
t h e  v o t e  i n  H a r r i s o n
County and   80% of  the
vote in Coke County.

O n  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l ,
Republ icans have already
a s s u m e d  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e
l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  i n
Harr ison County and wil l

s o o n  d o  s o  i n  C o k e
County.   And that  is  obvi-
o u s  i f  y o u  e x a m i n e  t h e
Pr imary  Bal lo t s  fo r  2012
for these two counties.

There  a re  20  off ices  up
for  e lec t ion by the  voters
o f  H a r r i s o n  C o u n t y  i n
2 0 1 2  r a n g i n g  f r o m
P r e s i d e n t  t o  C o n s t a b l e .
The  Republ icans  f i l ed  a t
leas t  one  candida te  in  19
of  them.   The sole  excep-
t ion is  for  Constable  in  a
m i n o r i t y  d r a w n  p r e c i n c t
w h e r e  t h e  i n c u m b e n t
Democrat  is  running unop-
posed for re-elect ion.   The
Democrats f i led candidates
in only 11 of  the 20 races.
They failed to fi le a candi-
d a t e  f o r  f i v e  s t a t e w i d e
r a c e s  ( Te x a s  R a i l r o a d
Commissioner-unexpired
term, Supreme Court  Place
2,  Supreme Court  Place 4,
Judge  Cour t  o f  Cr imina l
A p p e a l s  P l a c e  7  a n d
J u d g e  C o u r t  o f  C r i m i n a l
A p p e a l s  P l a c e  8 ) .   O n
t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l ,  i t  i s
n o t e w o r t h y  t ha t  the re  i s
n o  D e m o c r a t  f i l e d  f o r
S t a t e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,
D i s t r i c t  J u d g e ,  H a r r i s o n
C o u n t y  S h e r i f f  a n d
C o u n t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r
P C T 3.

T h e r e  a r e  t w e l v e  c o n -
t e s t e d  r a c e s  o n  t h e
Republ ican Pr imary bal lot
in  Harr i son  County,  wi th
half  of them being local  or
regional  races .   There  are
only three contested races
on the Democratic Primary
ba l lo t  and  none  o f  them
are local races.

Even the three contested
r a c e s  o n  t h e  H a r r i s o n
C o u n t y  D e m o c r a t i c
Pr imary  ba l lo t  a re   ones
t h a t  u l t i m a t e l y  w i l l  n o t
matter  s ince not   even the
s t a u n c h e s t  D e m o c r a t
b e l i e v e s   t h a t  B a r a c k
Obama wil l  e i ther  lose his
Democra t i c  P r imary  race
o r  win  Texas  in  the  fa l l
(although they hope he can
w i n  n a t i o n w i d e ) .    The
l i k e l y  w i n n e r  o f  t h e
Democra t i c  P r imary  race
f o r  U . S .  S e n a t e  ( e i t h e r
S a d l e r  o r  Yarb rough)  i s
h igh ly  un l ike ly  to  defea t
the  Repub l i can  nominee .
( e i t h e r  D e w h u r s t ,  C r u z ,
L e p p e r t ,   H o l c o m b  o r
James ) .   The  SBOE sea t
wil l  a lso be sol idly in  the
Republican column for  the
general election.

In  Coke  County,  vo te r s
wi l l  vote  in  25 races  th is
year.   The  Repub l i cans
f i led  candida tes  in  23  of
t h e s e  r a c e s  w h i l e  t h e
Democra t s  f i l ed  i n  on ly
1 4 .   The  on ly  two  con-
t e s t e d  r a c e s  o n  t h e
Democrat ic  Primary bal lot
wi l l  be  for  Pres ident  and
U . S .  S e n a t o r .   The
Republ icans  have 12 con-
tested races.   I t  is  possible
that the only two Democrat
winners  in  November  wil l
b e  t h e  t w o  i n c u m b e n t
D e m o c r a t  C o u n t y
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  w h o  a r e
running unopposed.

As  in  Har r i son  County,
what  does  mat ter  to  Coke

County is  the  outcome of
the  contes ted  Republ ican
Primary races .   Their  Tax
Assessor,  D i s t r i c t
Attorney,  S t a t e  S e n a t o r,
C o n g r e s s m a n ,  t w o
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  J u s t i c e s
and two Court  of  Criminal
Appea l s  Jus t i ces  wi l l  be
d e t e r m i n e d  i n  t h e
Republican Primary.

A n d  j u s t  a s  H a r r i s o n
C o u n t y  h a s  g o n e
Republican over the last  4
y e a r s ,  C o k e  C o u n t y  i s
d o i n g  t h e  s a m e .   A
R e p u b l i c a n  w o n  a  c o n -
t e s t e d  r a c e  f o r  C o u n t y
Treasurer in 2010.  He was
the  f i r s t  Republ ican  ever
e l ec t ed  in  Coke  Coun ty.
Normal ly  such s ta tements
r e a d  “ t h e  f i r s t  s i n c e
Reconstruct ion” but  Coke
Coun ty  was  no t  c r ea t ed
u n t i l  1 8 8 9 ,  l o n g  a f t e r
R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a y s  i n
Texas.

T h e  i n c u m b e n t  Tax
Assessor,  e l e c t e d  a s  a
Democra t ,  has  f i l ed  as  a
Republican and has drawn
a  R e p u b l i c a n  P r i m a r y
o p p o n e n t  b u t  n o t  a
Democra t  opponent .     A
Constable  up  for  re-e lec-
tion has also switched par-
t i e s  a n d  f i l e d  a s  a
Republ ican .   He a lso  has
n o  D e m o c r a t  o p p o n e n t .
T h e  S h e r i f f  h i s t o r i c a l l y
voted in the Democrat  pri-
mary but  was elected four
yea r s  ago  runn ing  as  an
independent .   He  i s  run-
n ing  for  re -e lec t ion  as  a
R e p u b l i c a n ,  a n d  t h e
Democrats  have no one in
th i s  race .   Severa l  o ther
local officials are eyeing a
swi tch  to  the  Republ ican
Party soon.

Coke  Coun ty  does  no t

h a v e  i t s  o w n  D i s t r i c t
Attorney and votes for the
5 1 s t  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t
A t t o r n e y  w h o s e  d i s t r i c t
a l so  inc ludes  Tom Green
County  (San Angelo)  and
a  few o the r  smal l  coun-
t i e s .   T h e  i n c u m b e n t
Republ ican  D.A.  i s  re t i r -
ing  and  there  i s  a  three-
w a y  b a t t l e  i n  t h e
R e p u b l i c a n  P r i m a r y  f o r
this  seat .   The Democrats
fai led to  f i le  a  candidate .
The Dis t r ic t  Judge of  the
51st  Judic ia l  Region is  a
Republican running for re-
election,  and is  unopposed
in  e i the r  the  Pr imary  o r
General elections.

I n c u m b e n t  R e p u b l i c a n
State Representative Drew
Darby has  a lso  drawn no
o p p o s i t i o n .   I n c u m b e n t
Republ ican  Sta te  Senator
R o b e r t  D u n c a n  a n d
I n c u m b e n t  R e p u b l i c a n
C o n g r e s s m a n  M i k e
Conaway have both drawn
Republican Primary oppo-
nents ,  but  nei ther  of  them
have a  Democra t ic  oppo-
nent in the fall .

Coke  County  i s  one  of
24 count ies  that  make up
the  3rd  Cour t  of  Appeals
Di s t r i c t ,  and  t he r e  i s  a
c o n t e s t e d  R e p u b l i c a n
Primary bat t le  for  one of
t h e  f o u r  s e a t s  o n  t h i s
court  up this cycle.   There
are no contested Democrat
P r i m a r y  r a c e s  f o r  t h i s
c o u r t .   I n  t h e  G e n e r a l
Election all  four 3rd Court
o f  A p p e a l s  i n c u m b e n t s
(one  Democra t  and  three
R e p u b l i c a n s )  a r e  b e i n g
chal lenged.    Despi te  the
d i s t r i c t  c o n t a i n i n g
Democra t  l ean ing  Travis
County,  t he  Repub l i cans
are  cons idered  to  be  the

f a v o r i t e s .   I n  t h e  2 0 1 0
e lec t ion ,  t he  Repub l i can
candidate  for  another  seat
on this court  garnered over
57% of  the  vote  and over
75% of  the  vote  in  Coke
County.

In the open seat  race for
Sta te  Board  of  Educat ion
Distr ict  15,  there is  a con-
tested Republican Primary
b e t w e e n  Ane t t e  Ca r l i s l e
and  Mar ty  Rowley.   The
winner  is  assuredly  going
t o  d e f e a t  t h e  s o l e
Democrat ic  candidate who
h a s  f i l e d ,  S t e v e n
Scha fe r sman  in  the  f a l l .
This  77 County dis t r ic t  i s
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
Republican areas of Texas,
and John McCain got  over
74% of  the  vote  there  in
2008.

A s o b e r  l o o k  a t  t h i s
shows  why  i t  makes  no
sense for  Harr ison County
or  Coke County  voters  to
v o t e  i n  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c
Primary.   The same th ing
appl ies  in  most  of  Texas.
C o n s e r v a t i v e  D e m o c r a t s
who s tubborn ly  ins i s t  on
v o t i n g  i n  t h e  D e m o c r a t
P r i m a r y  b e c a u s e  t h e i r
granddaddy did  miss  hav-
ing a  voice  in  who repre-
sents them from the court-
h o u s e  t o  t h e  s t a t e h o u s e
a n d  e v e r y w h e r e  i n
be tween .    And they  a re
squander ing  a  chance  to
make Texas better.

Paradoxically,  some core
urban  a reas  in  Texas  a re
r e t u r n i n g  t o  D e m o c r a t i c
cont ro l  a t  the  loca l  leve l
but  are  being outvoted by
t h e  a d j a c e n t  s u b u r b a n
a r e a s  f o r  r e g i o n a l  a n d
s t a t e w i d e  o f fices.
However,  t h i s  sh i f t  does
not affect rural  Texas.

Coke County Conservative Convocation
You Are Invited To A

Honorary Host Texas Agriculture Commissioner Todd Staples
(who will be making a special announcement)

Thursday, April  12th, 2012    3:30 -5:00 PM
Rec. Hall, County Park, Robert Lee, Coke County, Texas

The public is invited to attend this event to meet and greet
numerous local, regional and statewide elected officials and candidates

for office.  Get to know them, have your picture taken with them and
ask them questions before deciding who to cast your vote for.

Admittance is free.
 There will be refreshments served.

Other Dignitaries, Elected Officials and Candidates in attendance:
(partial list at time of printing-names in bold type will appear on this year’s ballot)

State Representative Drew Darby
Coke County Judge Roy Blair
Coke County Commissioners Wendell Lee and Bobby Blaylock
Coke County Sheriff Wayne McCutchen
Coke County Treasurer Hal Spain
Coke County Tax Assessor  Josie Dean
Texas Supreme Court Justices  Don Willett and David Medina
Texas Court of Criminal Appeals Presiding Judge Sharon Keller
Texas Court of Criminal Appeals Judges Elsa Alcala, Barbara Hervey and Mike Keasler
State Board of Education Candidate Anette Carlisle
3rd Court of Appeals Justices David Puryear, Melissa Goodwin, Jeff Rose, Bob Pemberton
3rd Court of Appeals Candidate Scott Field
51st District Attorney candidates Allison Palmer, Nathan Butler & Andrew Graves
Coke County Tax Assessor candidate Kathi Cox
Congressman Mike Conaway and State Senator Robert Duncan will be represented.

Numerous other local and regional officials are expected to attend.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: (325) 282-2425
Pol. Ad paid by David Kitten, Chairman Coke County Republican Party, 653 Sweet Road, Blackwell, TX 75906


