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Kerrville Mayor Bill Blackburn 

acknowledges the 
accomplishments of  Schreiner and 
his family. “There was little 
farmland in Kerr County,” he 
says, “and that left ranching, which 
was not easy because the soil was 
not deep and [was] rocky.”

Schreiner built great wealth 
from his enterprising, Blackburn 
says, but especially from wool 
and mohair production. Other 
Texas ranches enjoyed long-
lasting success, but Schreiner’s 
stands out for overcoming the 
merciless Hill Country 
landscape.

Martha Deeringer, a Heart of  
Texas EC member, lives in 
McGregor. Read more of  her 
work at marthadeeringer.com.  
This article was also published 
online at texascooppower.com.

On this day in 1842, Mexican 
general Ráfael Vásquez, with 
700 soldiers, occupied San 
Antonio. Unable to raise an 
army in time to resist this 
invasion, the Texans 
surrendered and evacuated the 
town without a fight. Vásquez 
raised the Mexican flag over the 
town, and declared Mexican 
laws in effect. On March 9 the 
Mexican army abandoned San 
Antonio and began to withdraw 
to Mexico. The incident was 
part of  a series of  raids and 
counter-raids in 1842 as Mexico 
sought to recover Texas and the 
Texans fought to maintain their 
independence.
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U.S. farmers and ranchers have 
long been at the forefront of  
climate-smart farming. They use 
scientific solutions, technology 
and innovations to grow crops 
and care for livestock.

By doing so, they protect soil 
and water, efficiently manage 
manure and produce clean and 
renewable energy. They also 
capture carbon and improve 
sustainability.

It’s quite the success story. 
Over the past two generations, 
American farmers and ranchers 
have increased productivity by 
287 percent. All while using the 
same resources.

Doing more with less is an 
understatement.

The carbon footprint of  U.S. 
agriculture is also shrinking. 
Agriculture accounts for about 
10% of  total U.S. greenhouse gas 
emissions. That’s far less than 
transportation, electricity 
generation and industry sectors.
And its footprint could soon be 
even less. Officials say with 
increased investment in 
agricultural research, new frontier 
technologies can be developed to 
capture even more carbon in 
croplands, forests and grasslands. 
Net zero emissions in some sectors 
of  agriculture are a real possibility.

America’s farmers and 
ranchers are part of  the climate 
solution. Working hard everyday 
in a sustainable way.


