Farm bill decision aids

now available online
Coke County farmers and
ranchers who are struggling to
understand the 2014 Farm Bill and
the options it affords them can now
find help online, thanks to a number

of ag-oriented agencies and
organizations.
“The U.S. Department of

Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service
Agency(FSA) and the Agricultural
and Food Policy Center (AFPC) at
Texas A&M University have both
posted valuable information online
explaining the Agricultural Risk
Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss
Coverage (PLC) programs,” said
Coke County Farm Bureau
President John Ross Copeland.
“There’s a wealth of information
available to help farmers make
educated decisions regarding their
futures.”

Other farm organizations are also
hosting meetings in their respective
service areas to help farmers and
ranchers understand the decisions
they’ll be asked to make in the
coming months.

“We encourage Coke County
farmers and ranchers to do their
research before choosing either the
ARC or PLC program as you’ll
have to stick that program
throughout the life of the farm bill,”
John Ross Copeland said.

USDA will release additional
information about the programs
afforded through the farm bill as it’s
interpreted and implemented.

To access AFPC’s data on the
commodity title of the farm hill,
visit www.afpc.tamu.edu and click
on the appropriate link on the right-
hand side of the page.

FSA’s 2014 Farm Bill resources

Remember to “Render!”
Taxable Property Renditions
are due April 15th.

can be found by clicking the “2014
Farm Bill” graphic at the top of
www.FSA.USDA.gov.

Check Out
Coke County

Library

The Coke County Library
appreciates all  those  who
participated in the semi-annual book
sale on April 4 & 5. There were
some nice books donated for the
sale. The remaining books will be
delivered to the Adult Learning
Center in San Angelo for their
fundraiser.

The Library has received a flyer
from Texas Tech University Office
of Community Engagement. They
are sponsoring an online “Reading
Skills and Speed Reading Programs
for Preschoolers through 10th
Grade.” Because it is a noon-profit
organization, tuition is less than half
the cost of similar programs, the
flyer states.

For four-year-olds the program
offers letter recognition, beginning
phonics, movitation and love of
reading. For 6-8 graders and 9-10
graders will gain skills in
“comprehension while doubling
reading speed. Study skills are
included in this training.

The library has copies of the flyer
or call 800-978-3839 for more
information. One 9th grader was
quoted as saying, “I liked tracking
my reading speed online and seeing
it go up. It’s easier to finish a book
now and | like reading
more.” Sounds good to librarians,
parents, and teachers alike.

Does this apply to you?

Iif you own tangible personal property that is used to produce

income, such as equipment or invenlory owned by a business, it

does.,

What is a rendition?

A randition I8 a report to your county appralaal district that lisis
all of the taxabla pl‘ﬂpil‘tr that You owned or controlled on

January 1 of this year. This often applies te furnlture, flxturas,

egquipment ar inventery ewned by a business.

WI'IEI are the advantages of ﬁlll"lg'?l
You glve your opinlon of your property's value.

You record your cormect malling address so your tax bills will go to the

right address,

I your property’s value deprociated, you can flle a report of decroased

walua,

WHat is the deadline?

THE LAST DAY FOR FILING RENDITIONS 15 APRIL 15.
An Automatic extension (o May 15 is available if requested in

writing by the April 15 deadline

The chief appraiser may grant an additional 15 days 1o an owner

who shows good cause in writing.

REMEMBERN
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Winning Coach! Robert Lee native, Lori Wink McDonald, has been named Girls Basketball Coach of
the Year in tough Austin area basketball District 25-4A. Lori is varsity girls basketball coach and English
teacher at Leander Rouse High School. A graduate of Robert Lee High School and Texas Tech University,
Lori has a lifelong love for basketball competition and has been Varsity Girls Coach at Rouse since its
inception, helping build the Lady Raider tradition.

Under Coach McDonald’s guidance, the Lady Raiders Girls Basketball team made history at Rouse High
School this season. The squad had a 26/9 win loss record, winning its first ever District Championship in
strong 4A competition. The Lady Raiders went on to win Bi-District and Area, playing in the regional
quarterfinals. This strong team of players put together the most successful season ever, representing Rouse
High School with honor, ability, and dedication.

According to Coach McDonald, her life as a coach would not be possible without the love and support of
her family pictured with her - husband Matt, daughter Ryan, and son Karson. Lori is the daughter of
Robert and Marsha Wink and the granddaughter of Joyce Dodson, all of Robert Lee, Texas.

“Productivity Appraisal”
may lower the property
taxes on your farm,

ranch or timberland!

Texas law allows farmers, ranchers, wildlife managers and timber
growars o pay property taxes based upon the productivity value of
their land rather than on market value, Thia means l:|'|.IFI|II|Hl:| lamnd
m lakod Bbasged on s abaly o produce crops, livoeslock ar limbar
« nol on e value on the rool oatebe markel. And il can moan
subsiantial property tax savings

When is the application deadline?

it your land has mever had a productivity appraisal or you are a
new owner, you must apply to your locel appraisal district before
May 1 to lake advantage of this benefit an your 2014 properly
laxas. You may gel up 1o B0 exira days if you have a good reason
and ask for it balora May 1. If you miss this deadling, you may sl
ba able lo apply, bul you will pay a penally. Check wilh your
appraisal district offica

Do you need to reapply annually?

Il wour land already receives agriculiural o limber productivity
appraisal, you normally do nol nead 1o reapply unless he chiel
mpprainer reguires you 1o do so. If o naew application s required,
ther appralsal district will nobily you by mal,

Far more information, call or come by your local appraisal district:

Filing is your responsibdity, I you render lale, don't render or file an

incomplete or iatse rendition, you may lace a 10 to 50 percent panalty,

File renditions at your local appraisal district:

COKE CAD
Courthousa, 2* Floor W
Riokae! L, TX THS
5-53-461

COKE CAD
Courthouse, 2 Floor W
Foobart Les, TX THS45

Or Contact:

w,,.l.:
1.
4

i 15tin, Texas 78711-3528
'r call: (B00) 252-9121 and press “2°

o peeess the menu and then press
“1" to contact the Information Service
Team.

On The Web at: www.window.stabe.tx.us ftaxinfo/proptax

Texas Compiroller Susan Combs
o “roperty Tax Assistance Division
L Box 13528
o Austin, Texas TET11-3528
' Ohr call: (B0} 252-2121 and press 2"
to mocess The menu and then press
"1” to contact the Information Service
Team.
On The Web at: www.window.state. te.us/taxdnfo/proptax
A public service announcement courtesy of your county appralzsal district.




