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at the Coke-Sterling County 
Farm Bureau office. 

The U.S. beef  cow herd is 
rebuilding after a seven-year 
decline. One of  the highest herd 
growth rates is in Texas, which 
likely means lower cattle prices 
this year for the state’s ranchers.

A recent U.S. Department of  
Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service 
study indicated the nation’s cow 
herd is up to 92 million. 

“Ranchers are looking to 
increase herd sizes. The 
prolonged drought in our state, 
combined with record-high sale 
prices in 2014, has prompted 
ranchers to grow their herds,” 
said John Ross Copeland, 
president of  the Coke-Sterling 
County Farm Bureau. 

The study indicated beef  cow 
slaughter totaled 2.3 million 
head in 2015, representing 7.7 
percent of  the beef  cow herd. 
That was the smallest 
percentage since 1965. 

County Farm Bureau sponsors 
outstanding students to attend 
YLC because we believe in the 
future of  our community,” John 
Ross said. “We believe in 
helping our students by 
engaging them in goal-setting 
activities that help build 
character, confidence and 
more.” 

If  selected, Coke-Sterling 
County Farm Bureau will pay 
for transportation, room, board, 
registration, meals and all 
conference materials. 

“YLC is more than a 
conference. It’s an opportunity,” 
John Ross said. “In addition to 
the education these students 
receive, attendees are also 
eligible to enter Texas Farm 
Bureau’s Free Enterprise Speech 
Contest for a chance at one of  
several college scholarships.” 

YLC will be held at Tarleton 
State University in Stephenville 
June 13-17. 

Additional details and 
registration forms can be found 
at: http://texasfarmbureau.org/
youth/youth-opportunities and 

prolific in the area.
Debbie Childers presented 

Dianne Hefner with the 
Heartworker of  the Month for 
March.  Dianne and her 
husband David moved to Robert 
Lee permanently 2 years ago 
from Missouri, but had built 
their home over 11 years ago.  
Dianne joined VP and became 
very active, serving on several 
committees and is the reporter 
for the organization.
The meeting was closed with 
prayer by Pastor Irving Smith.
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gallons per flush; use 2.2 gallons 
of  water for each minute of  a 5 
minute shower; use 2.2 gallons 
of  water per minute for 5 
minutes of  “other”(personal 
hygiene, cooking, cleaning); 
wash 2.6 loads of  laundry per 
week using 18 gallons per load; 
and use 56 gallons of  water 
washing dishes each week.

Because Coke County only 
averages a little over 23 inches 
of  rain each year 
(23.63”according to Coke 
County Underground Water 
Conservation District and 
23.34” average of  the 
O b s e r v e r / E n t e r p r i s e  
contributors from 2010-2016), 
residents must have a larger 
catchment area and storage 
capacity than residents of  
regions with higher annual 
rainfall.

Using the USGS (United 
States Geological Survey) 
formula of  1” rain x 1 square 
foot = .623 gallons of  water, 
residents can net 14,329 gallons 
of  water each year for every 
1,000 square feet of  catchment 
area or 18,000 gallons of  water 
each year for every 1,250 square 
feet of  catchment area.  Since 
each person is said to use 50 
gallons of  water each day for a 
yearly total of  18,000gallons, 
then in Coke County, each 
person would need a catchment 
area of  1,250 square feet if  
rainwater is to used for all 
indoor water needs.

There are several tables with 
this article including the Coke 
County Observer/Enterprise 
contributors monthly rainfall 
totals from 2010 to 2015.

Interested in college 
scholarships? Want to learn and 
get a head start on the next 
phase of  your life? 

Coke County high school 
students are encouraged to 
apply today for Texas Farm 
Bureau’s 2016 Youth Leadership 
Conference (YLC). 

“YLC is an excellent 
opportunity for outstanding 
Coke County students to hone 
their leadership skills, follow 
their dreams and learn about 
our country’s free enterprise 
system,” John Ross Copeland, 
Coke-Sterling County Farm 
Bureau president, said. 

YLC is open to students who 
are entering their junior or 
senior year of  high school, who 
are of  good character and want 
to enhance their leadership 
abilities. 

Applicants must also be in the 
top 30 percent of  their class. 

“Each year, Coke-Sterling 


