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A group of  several  Coke
County ci t izens f rom both
the East  and West  s ides of
t h e  c o u n t y  a t t e n d e d
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  C o u r t
Monday morning, April  23,
2013 .   Conce rned  abou t
the  commiss ioners’ budg-
e t s ,  t h e i r  q u e s t i o n s
involved road work in  the
coun ty  and  t he  pos s ib l e
implementa t ion  o f  a  un i t
road sys tem and adminis-
trative commissioners.

The  g roup  po in t ed  ou t
tha t  s a l a r i e s  and  r e l a t ed
e x p e n s e s  f o r  e a c h  p r e -
cinct’s  commiss ioner  and
road hands,  approximately
65% of the total  budget for
each  p rec inc t ,  l e f t  l i t t l e
m o n e y  t o  d o  t h e  w o r k
needed in each precinct.

When asked how much i t
cos t  per  mi le  to  mainta in
our county roads,  the com-
missioners did not  provide
an answer.

G a y l o n  P i t c o c k ,
Commiss ioner  Prec inc t  3 ,
advised the  roads  were  in
poor shape because of  dry
c o n d i t i o n s .   B o b b y
B l a y l o c k ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r
Precinct 4,  reported that he
had  increased  h is  ca l iche
budget  and  was  t ry ing  to
patch roads as he could.

The Commissioners  were

then asked if  they had con-
sidered going to a unit  road
s y s t e m .   C o m m i s s i o n e r
Blaylock  sa id  i t  had  been
discussed,  but  i f  a  2”  ra in
came to  Coke County they
wouldn’t  be  able  to  get  to
all  the roads.

G e n e  M o n t g o m e r y ,
Commiss ioner  Prec inc t  1 ,
sa id  tha t  i t  had  been  pro-
posed a  long t ime ago and
tha t  t he  Bron te  p rec inc t s
had voted i t  down.   I t  was
then  po in ted  ou t  tha t  the
economy was  much worse
now and that  the most  cost
effect ive way to  spend our
county’s  tax dol lars  was to
change the system.

A member  o f  the  g roup
a s k e d  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s
how they  fe l t  about  be ing
paid on a per meeting basis
i n s t e a d  o f  a s  a  s a l a r i e d
e m p l o y e e .   B e c a u s e  t h e
c o m m i s s i o n e r s  n o w  a r e
cons idered  “ road  bosses” ,
C o m m i s s i o n e r  B l a y l o c k
said  that  they each had to
drive the roads in their  pre-
c inc t s  once  a  mon th  and
that  he  a lone has  put  over
10 ,000  mi le s  on  h i s  pe r -
sonal vehicle.

C o m m i s s i o n e r  P i t c o c k
s ta ted  tha t  i f  the  commis-
s i o n e r s  w e r e  s t r i c t l y
adminis t ra t ive ,  i t  wouldn’t

be long before no qualified
peop le  wou ld  run .   This
remark  was  counte red  by
p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  t h e
school  d is t r ic t  boards  are
unpaid  pos i t ions  and  tha t
each handles mult i-mil l ion
dollar budgets.

The commissioners  were
q u e s t i o n e d  a b o u t  r o a d
work done for the ci t ies of
B r o n t e  a n d  R o b e r t  L e e .
Judge  Roy  Bla i r  adv i sed
that there was an interlocal
ag reement  cover ing  tha t .
The  commiss ione r s  were
t h e n  a s k e d  a b o u t  r o a d
work done for private ci t i -
zens .   Al though the  cour t
s a i d  t h e y  t r i e d  t o  s t a y
a w a y  f r o m  p r i v a t e  r o a d
work,  a  la ter  i tem on the
agenda  was  for  a  p r iva te
road work job  and i t  was
approved.
Bronte Chamber slates

annual banquet
for April 30

T h e  a n n u a l  B r o n t e
C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e
Banquet is  set  for Tuesday,
A p r i l  3 0 ,  2 0 1 3 ,  a t  t h e
Bronte Community Center.
The Fish Fry,  prepared by
Paul  and  S id  Burns ,  wi l l
begin at  6:30 pm.

Advance  t i cke ts  fo r  the
event  may be  obta ined  a t
G l e n n - B i v i n s  I n s u r a n c e ,
Bronte’s  G e n e r a l  S t o r e ,
Shalon’s  F l o r a l ,  M a i n
S t r e e t  M a r k e t ,  S h i r l e y ’s
Place,  Shear Heaven Salon
a n d  B r o n t e  H o m e t o w n

Hardware between April  15
and April  24.

Please consider becoming
a member of  the Chamber.
Your membership helps put
o n  s p e c i a l  e v e n t s  i n
Bron te .   The  Chamber  i s
a l s o  l o o k i n g  f o r  b o a r d
m e m b e r s  a n d  p e o p l e  t o
help with these events.
E a r l y  v o t i n g  b e g i n s
M o n d a y  i n  S c h o o l

B o a r d  e l e c t i o n s
B o t h  t h e  B r o n t e  a n d

R o b e r t  L e e  I n d e p e n d e n t
School  Distr ic ts  wil l  e lect
t w o  t r u s t e e s  f o r  t h e i r
Boards  on  May 11,  2013.
Early vot ing in these elec-
t ions begins Monday, April
29, 2013, and will  continue
th rough  Tuesday,  May  7 ,
2013.

Voters  in  the Bronte ISD
elec t ion  may  vo te  in  the
Superintendent’s  o ff i ce  a t
the school Monday through
Friday from 8 am to 4 pm.

Voters  in  the  Robert  Lee
ISD e lec t ion  may vote  in
the  Coke  Coun ty  C le rk ’s
off ice  in  the  Coke County
C o u r t h o u s e  M o n d a y s
through Thursdays 8 am to
5 pm and 8 am to 1 pm on
Fridays.

On the  bal lo t  for  Rober t
Lee  ISD a re  incumbemts
Beverly Sinclair  and Tracy
Al len .   They are joined on
the ballot by Erin Oleksiuk
and Crystal Stanford.

On the ballot for Bronte
ISD are incumbents  Kay

Styles and Shane Kelton.
They are joined on the ballot
by Jeanna Lee.

Vi s i o n  w i t h  a
P u r p o s e  t o  m e e t

The monthly  meet ing of
Robert  Lee’s Vision with a
Purpose  wi l l  be  he ld  on
the f i rs t  Thursday,  May 2,
a t  6  pm.   The locat ion is
g e n e r o u s l y  p r o v i d e d  b y
Vi c t o r y  A s s e m b l y  a t  i t s
F a m i l y  C e n t e r  o n  6 t h
Street in Robert  Lee.

Work  cont inues  on  sev-
e ra l  p ro jec t s .   Have  you
n o t i c e d  o u r  d e c o r a t i v e
f l o w e r  p o t s  o n  R o b e r t
Lee’s  ma in  s t r ee t ?   Jo in
this  group and support  the
i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  t h e
community.

B r o n t e  C i t y - W i d e
G a r a g e  S a l e  s e t
It’s  t ime  aga in  fo r  t he

annua l  Ci ty-Wide  Garage
Sale.   Mark your calendars
for  May 4th at  8:00 a.m.

If  you would l ike to par-
t i c ipa te ,  p lease  ca l l  C i ty
Hal l  a t  473-3501 by  May
1st .  Your  locat ion wi l l  be
added to the city maps that
will  be given away the day
of  the  garage sa les .   This
i s  a  g rea t  oppor tun i ty  to
recycle ,  reuse  and reduce
u n w a n t e d  i t e m s  i n  y o u r
closets and storage i tems.

I f  you  have  any  ques -
t i ons  o r  need  add i t i ona l
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  c a l l
Pat or Tammy at 473-3501.

County Commissioners face
questions at Monday’s meeting Early Voting Begins Monday!

Important School Board

Monday • April 29, 2013
First Day to Vote Early
Tuesday • May 7, 2013
Last Day to Vote Early

Saturday • May 11, 2013
General Election

Please Exercise Your Right to Vote!

Pretty Streets!  Robert Lee’s Vision with a Purpose is
responsible for all the pretty pots of flowers dotting Austin
Street in Robert Lee.

Election Dates


