Summer Ag Academies can be
found at texasfarmbureau.org/

aitc.

For  more  information,
contact TFB’s Educational
Outreach team at

edoutreach@txtb.org or call

254-751-2569.
Spring grazing
conditions improve

across the state
By Emmy Powell
TFB Communications
Specialist

After months of significant
drought, conditions are
improving for parts of the Lone
Star State.

“We’re coming out of a long,
dry winter, and conditions
certainly are much better all
through a large part of the
state, particularly when you get
cast and north of the Brazos
River,” Tracy Tomascik, Texas
Farm Bureau associate director
of Commodity and Regulatory
“Those

counties, those farmers, those

Activities, said.
ranchers are in much better
today than their
neighbors to the west and to the
south.”

For the areas lucky enough to

condition

receive rainfall, pastures are
greener.

“We sure hope that, in the
near future, the dry parts of the
state get some beneficial rainfall,”
Tomascik told the Texas Farm
Bureau Radio Network. “But for
the most part, you're going to see
a lot of ranchers— whether
sheep,
goats or horses—in much better

they’re grazing cattle,

conditions right now than we
anticipated just a few months
ago.”

The Texas Drought Monitor
shows the Northern Panhandle,
some of the South Plains in
West Texas, West Central Texas
and along the Texas-Mexico
border are experiencing severe
to exceptional drought.

Dry conditions in the
Panhandle, combined with the
wind and sand storm in late
February, led to the loss of most
of the wheat crop for the region.

“We that the
beneficial rains will get there
sooner rather than later,”
Tomascik said. “The Panhandle
and West Texas could really use
good
especially  as

sure hope

some soaking  rains,
planting  gets
underway.”

Central Texas experienced
extreme cold conditions, which
stunted growth for grain crops,
Tomascik noted.

“If you look across the heart
of Central Texas and into the
northern part of the state, so
much of the winter months are
used to graze cattle on small

hard

freezes, those have done well so

grains. Despite some
far this year,” Tomascik said.

Although grazing conditions
are improving for ranchers, the
shortage of hay remains.

“Hay is in short supply across
the state, but the Emergency
Livestock Assistance Program
the

Agency is still available in 2023

through Farm  Service
for those who qualify for the

drought conditions in their

counties,” he said.

Water Weekly

For the week of 04/03/23

Water conditions

The latest drought monitor map, for
conditions as of March 28, shows
drought contraction in north central

Texas but expansion in the Panhandle
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and central and coastal Texas. For the
sixth week in the last seven weeks,
the total area of the state impacted by

drought increased.

Drought conditions

& 67% now
¢ 64% a week ago

¢ 49% three months ago

& 88% ayear ago

Intensity

DO abnormally dry

D1 drought
D2 drought

- D3 drought
- D4 drought

- moderate

Map courtesy of the
- severe U.S. Drought Monitor
- extreme
- exceptional

the last month

the month.
The area of the
state impacted
by drought is up five
percentage points since
the end of February.

Drought change in

During the month of March, La
Nifia conditions that contribute
to drought in Texas dissipated.
But the change came too late
to bring relief by the end of

Map courtesy of the U.S. Drought Monitor

Key

I 5 Class Degradation

B 4 Class Degradation
3 Class Degradation
2 Class Degradation
1 Class Degradation
No Change
1 Class Improvement
2 Class Improvement

I 3 Class Improvement

I ¢ Class Improvement

Il 5 Class Improvement

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB'’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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[VEY MOTORY

2019 Ford F-350 Lariat DRW
White Platinum w/Tan Leather! 6.7L V8 Diesel!
Ultimate Lariat Package! Bed Liner, Navigation,

& Adaptive Cruise! 122K Miles!

2018 Toyota 4Runner Limited
Black w/Black Leather! 4x4, Navigation, Sunroof,

& Tow Pachage! 60K Miles! Great Shape!

2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT

Red w/Black Cloth Seats! Crew Cab!
4x2! 50K Miles! Good Condifion!

2013 Ford F-250 Lariat

Kodiak Brown w/Tan Trim & Tan Leather!

6.7L V8 Diesel! 4x4 Crew Cab! Heated/Cooled

Seats! 122K Miles! In Great Shape!

2018 Ford Expedition Max XLT
Antimatter Blue w/Gray Cloth! 4x4! Sunroof

& Heated Front Seats! Only 16K Miles!
2015 Ford F-250 Lariat

White w/Tan Leather! Supercab!
6.2L V8! Only 59K Miles!

$57,900

#YT69A

$36,500

#Y692C

$35,500

#7174A

$34,000

#YT95A

$33,900

#YT36A

$33,900

#A790C

2017 Ford F-150 XLT 4WD

Oxford White w/Black Cloth Seafs! Crew Cab! 2.7L V6
Ecoboost, Navidation, & Sport Appearance Package! 66K Miles!
2018 Ford Explorer Limited

White w/Tan Leather! Adaptive Cruise, Navigation,
& Rear Bucket Seats! 69K Miles!

2018 Buick Enclave Essence AWD
White w/Gray Leather! Excellent Shape! 79K Miles!

$32,500
£Y598A

$25,900
#Y724A

$24,900

#YT51A

Let Ivey Motors help you
with your service needs!!

we 4334301 2

Cole Flanagan * Buddy Wallace * Kagan Maxcey




