DAYS AFTER YOU WERE
SERVED THIS CITATION
AND PETITION, A
DEFAULT JUDGMENT MAY
BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU.
You are hereby commanded
to appear by filing a written
the
plaintiff at or before 10 o’clock

answer to petition  of
a.m. of the Monday next after
the expiration of forty-two days
after the date of the service of
this  citation  before the
Honorable 51ST JUDICIAL
DISTRICT COURT, COKE
County, the
courthouse in the city of Robert

Texas, at

Lee, Texas.

Said petition was filed in said
court, on the 12th day of May,
2023, in cause number
CV2300214 on the docket of
said court and styled:

FREEDOM MORTGAGE

CORPORATION
VS
GAYLENA J. BRANDT,
UNKNOWN HEIRS AT LAW
OF DORIS L. BRANDT,

DECEASED, UNKNOWN

HEIRS AT LAW OF JAMES E
BRANDT, DECEASED

The nature of this cause is
Real Property.

The officer executing this
citation shall promptly serve the
same according to requirements
of law, and mandates thereof,
and make due return as the law
directs.

Issued and given under my
hand and seal of said court at
Robert Lee, Coke County,
Texas, this the 17th day of May,
2023.

Jennifer Burdett, Clerk
13 E. 7th Street
Robert Lee, Texas 76945
Coke County, Texas
By: Brandy Lloyd, Deputy
47-4tc
...Surf Your Turf

(Continued from page )
Surfing in Texas is not for the
faint of heart. The state’s 367
miles of coastline have a
reputation for producing small,
choppy, inconsistent surf in
water with a less-than-ideal hue,
and the Texans who surf here
accept that. There’s no false
bravado that even the waves are
bigger in Texas. What there is
among surfers is an unwavering
appreciation for the waves in
their backyard.
“Texans  are  extremely
enthusiastic about surfing in
Texas. We have an amazing
culture here,” Brad Lomax says.
“To be a surfer in Texas you
need to be an optimist with low

B

standards.” A good sense of
humor helps, too. Lomax has
sold T-shirts that read, “Texas
Waves: Slow, mushy and hard to
catch” and “Texas Surfing: It is
better than it looks.”

Lomax has been surfing the
Coastal Bend

since the mid-1960s. Originally

waters of the

from San Antonio, he spent his
teenage
shirts on the beach in Port

summers selling T-
Aransas just to live near the
occan. The surfer teen grew
into a businessman who never
left. After the success of his first
Corpus Christi restaurant in
1983, Lomax opened the
Executive Surf Club in 1990.
Where To Hang 10 in Texas

1. Surfside Beach Just south of
Galveston, in Brazoria County,
youll find a variety of waves,
including big swells, for a range
of skill levels.

2. Matagorda
Specifically, where the Colorado
River empties into the Gulf. The
strong waves there, thanks to the

Peninsula

area’s deep ocean floor, are best
for experienced surfers.

3. Port Mansfield Jetty The
cut that separates North and
South Padre islands is incredibly
isolated but has arguably the
best waves in the state—for
seasoned surfers.

4. South Padre Island Jetties
The gentle beach-break waves
here, where the continental shelf
drops off dramatically, are great
for
beginners to pros.

5. Boca Chica Beach Just a
little farther south, Boca Chica is
known

longboarding—from

for occasionally
producing barreling waves when
the strong.  With
sometimes serious undertow, this
beach is for the best of the best.
“My friends and I all had jobs,

but we also surfed as much as we

swells are

could, so we called ourselves the
Executive Surf Club,” he says.
“I wanted to open a place with a
vibe where everyone could come
together—guys the
old surfers,
everyone—and unwind after a

from
refinery, ladies,
long day of work.”

There’s no missing the surf
vibe when walking into the brick
building originally built in the
1800s. Surfboards line the walls,
hang over the bar and are used
as tables.

Fifteen years after opening the
Executive Surf Club, Lomax
along with a good friend, surfing
legend Pat Magee, opened the
Texas Surf Museum next door.
Before it closed in September,
the institution told the story of
the evolution of Texas surfing
with photos,
memorabilia,

vintage
newspaper
clippings, short videos and more
than 30 legendary surfboards.

Galveston also draws surfers
despite its similarly less-than-
stellar waves. The continental

shelf along the barrier island is

2021 Ford F-150 Tremor
Velocity Blue w/Black Leather! 360 Degree Camera,

long and shallow, creating small
swells. The wimpy waves are
welcoming for newcomers to the
sport. Every summer, children in
surf camps can be seen on the
beach practicing pop-ups and in
the water riding waves with a
face full of concentration, arms
up, hands pointed toward the
shore—just like they’re taught.
The shallow water, relatively flat
sandy bottom and lack of rocks
make arca beaches a great place
to learn.

“If you can surf here, you can
surf anywhere,” Cram says from
his surf shop in Galveston.
“When you can master the wave
here, you can take those skills to
any waves around the world.”
started
Galveston in the ecarly 1970s

Cram surfing in
after inheriting a hand-me-down
surfboard from a friend’s older
brother. He and a friend would
ride bikes 1 mile to the 47th
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Street break, between them
holding the 9-foot board
weighing close to 40 pounds. He
has
skateboarding the island ever

been surfing and
since. In 2005, Cram opened his
brightly colored, Hawaii-style
surf and skate shop across from
one of Galveston’s most popular
surf spots—the Pleasure Pier.

His team teaches surfers to catch

a wave even in the worst
conditions.
While the beaches near

Galveston are perfect for newbie
surfers, as one travels south along
the coast, the waves become
bigger and more powerful. This is
because the shallow continental
shelf of the Gulf gradually
deepens near the southern point
of South Padre Island.

Beaches with the best waves,
like Port Mansfield Jetty, are
often in secluded areas requiring

four-wheel-drive vehicles.

conditions as of May 16, shows continued
improvement across the state. For the
seventh consecutive week, the total

area of the state impacted by drought
decreased. Drought area has reached its
lowest value since December 2022.

Drought conditions

49% now

52% a week ago

55% three months ago
81% a year ago
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Because of that, most surfers
stick to their local beaches for an
afternoon surf session. Weather
patterns can change quickly and
never last long. When the perfect
conditions don’t arrive, surfers
make do.

“Texas gets some great quality
surfers because we have to make
something out
Floyd says.

When traveling, Texas surfers

of nothing,”

tend to have the most fun of
anyone in the water, Floyd says.
They appreciate waves that other
surfers might take for granted,
knowing that they’re probably
better than the waves at home.
Unless, of course, a hurricane is
on its way.

“We have to work at getting
good in Texas,” he says. “Then
we can go anywhere.”

This article also appeared in
the May 2023 issue of Texas Co-

op Power magazine.
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Map courtesy of
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Drought development likely

Map courtesy of
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, U.S. seasonal
" drought outlook

Recent rains may provide
Texas with additional
drought improvement
on next week's drought
map. But summer, with
higher temperatures
and generally drier
conditions, is coming to
Texas. Through the end
of August, the National
Weather Service expects
only modest change in
the amount of our state
impacted by drought.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB's Office of Water Science and Conservation.
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