isn’t available, you can find
other state parks nearby to
explore.

The reservation system has
also been upgraded to allow
spontaneous park goers to make
same-day overnight
reservations online or by calling

camping

service center.
same day
reservations could only be made
by contacting the park directly.

the customer
Previously,

Same-day reservations can be
made online or through the

customer service center until 4
p-m. every day and are only
available for camping, including
campsites with full hookup,
electricity, and water.

Texas State Park reservations
can be made online anytime or
by calling the Texas State Park
Reservation Center at 512-389-
8900  on weekdays during
normal business hours.
Overnight reservations can be
made up to five months in

advance, and day passes can be
reserved up to 30 days in
advance. If your plans change,
please modify or cancel your
reservation as soon as possible to
allow someone else to enjoy the
park.

For more information about
Texas State Parks reservations,
visit the reservations webpage on
the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department website at
tpwd.texas.gov.

Group urges swift action by federal government

to address border crisis

Texas Farm Bureau (TFB)
spearheaded a national Farm
Bureau effort urging top Biden
administration  officials  to
recognize the border crisis and
take swift action to help farm
and ranch families impacted by
the surge of illegal immigration.
A letter sent to Secretary
Alejandro Mayorkas of the U.S.
Department  of Homeland
Security, Secretary Tom Vilsack
of the US. Department of
Agriculture and Secretary Deb
Haaland  of  the  U.S.
Department of the Interior was
signed by TFB, 49 other state
Farm Bureau, the Puerto Rico
Farm Bureau and the American
Farm Bureau Federation.

“We have been listening to
the concerns of our members
hearing their
livelihoods are being affected by
the surge on the border. Farm
and ranch families, many of
whom have owned land for
generations, are bearing the
brunt of this unprecedented
influx and have never seen a
more dire situation,” the groups
wrote in the June 3 letter.

The Farm Bureaus said while

and how

illegal immigration is often
perceived  primarily as a
southern border issue,

communities across the country
are being negatively impacted.
If not properly addressed, these
issues will only continue to
multiply and escalate, according
to the Farm Bureaus.
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“They shared how their crops
and  property are being
damaged, which in turn has
caused financial hardship. For
example, these landowners are
experiencing fences,
destroyed crops, compromised
water sources, vandalism, litter
on their property and more.
Most importantly, the security
and safety of these families are
at stake given the
circumstances,” stated the letter.

cut

current

The Farm Bureaus said local
border security
resources have been exhausted,
leaving little help for farmers
and ranchers. The organizations
requested federal authorities
work  promptly provide
additional resources and enforce
legal immigration to secure U.S.
borders.

The groups say human
smugglers (Coyotes) are making
false promises and doing
whatever it takes to get paid and
get away, including jeopardizing
lives and property. In their
desperation to evade
enforcement, Coyotes abandon
people, steal vehicles, vandalize
property and threaten the safety
and livelihoods of farmers and
ranchers, according to the Farm
The groups noted
Coyotes are often criminals who
smuggle drugs and firearms into
the country, frequently leaving
them on property, causing unrest
for farm and ranch families.

and state

to

law

Bureaus.

“The current situation should

(UarS 467480
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not be acceptable to you or to
any American. People are being

Water Weekly

For the week of 06/07/21

Water conditions

For the seventh consecutive week, the
area of the state impacted by drought has |
declined. In that time, drought area has |
declined by 56 percentage points. The
latest drought map for conditions as of
June 1 shows the lowest area of the state

in drought since June 2020.

Drought conditions

¢ 19% now

¢ 25% a week ago

¢ 54% three months ago
& 14% ayear ago

The Observer/Enterprise

treated as a disposable source of
income, and landowners are
living in fear while Coyotes reap
a windfall from leaving people
destitute. You must not allow
this to continue,” the letter
stated.

Farmers and ranchers along the
border continue to share stories
hardship
disruption from the surge of
illegal immigrants. View their
stories on Texas Farm Bureau’s
Border Crisis Impacts webpage
at https://texasfarmbureau.org/
border-crisis-impacts/.

of financial and
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On This Day

in Texas History
June 11, 1865
On this day in 1865, an estimated
fifty desperadoes broke into the state
treasury in Austin, one of the boldest
crimes in Texas history. The robbery
occurred during the chaotic period
immediately after the downfall of the
Confederacy in the spring of 1865.
Gen. Nathan G. Shelley informed
George R. Freeman, a Confederate
veteran and leader of a small
company of volunteer militia, that
the robbery was imminent.
(Continued on next page)

Intensity

DO abnormally dry

D1 drought - moderate

D2 drought - severe
Il 03 drought - extreme
- D4 drought - exceptional

Map courtesy of the
U.5. Drought Monitor

Drought change in
the last month

Since early May, the area of
the state impacted by drought
has declined 26 percentage
points. Improvements have
been widespread,
with many areas
experiencing two
or more classes
of improvement.
Additional improvements
are expected during the
month of June.

Map courtesy of the U.S. Drought Monitor

Key

I 5 Class Degradation

B 4 Class Degradation
3 Class Degradation
2 Class Degradation
1 Class Degradation
No Change
1 Class Improvement
2 Class Improvement

I 3 Class Improvement

Il 4 Class Improvement

I © Class Improvement

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB's Office of Water Science and Conservation.

Bryan McMath, Governmental Relations | bryan.mcmath@twdb texas.gov | 512-463-7850
Lauren Munguia, Media Relations | lauren.munguia@twdb.texas.gov | 512-463-2322
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