Ghost Town Hangout

By Chet Garner

I’'m sitting in the desert at the
edge of Texas, enjoying grilled
quail amid an assembly that

includes  artists,  dropouts,
backpackers ~ and  notable
ranchers. Over my right

shoulder I can see a stuffed goat
that once served as the mayor
of nearby Lajitas, and in front
of me a troubadour sings a
lament to the moon. It’s Friday
night at the Starlight Theatre in
the Terlingua ghost town.

This rocky village sits about
10 miles from the Mexico
border, but it seems more like
another universe, one defined
by incongruous elements such
as a pirate ship and rough metal
folk art. When it was founded

Game Wardens
wrap up busy
Memorial Day weekend

The Memorial Day weekend
proved extremely busy for Texas
Game Wardens, despite severe
weather including
downpours and flooded rivers in
Boating incidents

storms,

some areas.
surpassed last year’s
Memorial Day weekend numbers
in almost every category.

“The increase in boating safety
incidents over the Memorial Day
weekend is attributed in part to
including the
increase in new boaters since the
start of the pandemic in 2020,
severe weather, lack of use of life
vests, abuse of alcohol, and not
following general rules of safe
boating,” said Cody Jones,
Assistant Gommander of Marine

statewide

many variables

Enforcement for the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department (TPWD).
“Flooding, heavy rains, storms,
high winds and tornados in parts
of Texas — coupled with the
higher-than-usual anticipated
holiday-seekers on the waterways
and elsewhere - kept Texas Game
Wardens on heightened alert.”
Game wardens conducted safety
checks on more than 11,283 vessels
state-wide between Friday and
Monday and issued 1,283 citations.
1,639
warnings for various boating safety
law  violations, arrested 36
individuals for Boating While
Intoxicated and filed another five
charges for Driving While
Intoxicated. Additionally, another
42 people were arrested for various
other crimes.
Furthermore,

Wardens also  issued

game wardens

more than a century ago,
Terlingua was defined by a
quicksilver mine, but the village
faded after the mine went bust.
By the 1960s artists and
freethinkers found they could
thrive there without society’s
constraints.

Like many of those gathered
here, I'm fresh off the trails of
Big Bend National Park. In
pursuit of a good meal, I stop at
the Starlight for dinner before
heading home. The building
served as the town’s theater into
the 1930s but was abandoned.
After 30 vyears its four walls
remained, but the roof was
gone. The adobe shell became
an open-air music venue. With

the West Texas stars for a

throughout the state. Two kayakers
without personal floatation devices
(PFD) were stranded in the flooded
Sabine River currents were rescued
and returned to safety in Longview
area. Game wardens made another
water rescue on the Sabine river
and rescued two adults and a two-
year old baby as a result of an
overturned Lake
Livingston.

“A number of water safety
incidents over the busy Memorial

kayak on

ceiling, the Starlight earned its
new name.

After a few more decades, the
owner decided to add a roof and
create a proper restaurant. Now
the Starlight is possibly the best
place west of the Pecos for
boasting
creative dishes like chicken-fried

distinctive  dining,
wild boar, axis burgers and
bowls of classic Texas chili.

After dinner I grab a cold
beer from the Terlingua
Trading Company next door
and join the characters on the
expansive porch to enjoy the
West Texas breeze and listen to
yarns that stretch across the
Rio Grande.

Chet

Texplorations as the host of The

Garner shares his
Daytripper on PBS. This article
can be viewed online at

WWw, texascooppower. com.

Day boating weekend could have
been avoided by using life vests and
taking boater
Kimberly
boating education manager.

On more than one occasion,

education,” said
TPWD

Sorensen,

game wardens also were involved in
search  and activities,
responding to boating accidents,
and engaging in kayak rescues in
which PFDs were not being worn.
In addition to the

incidents  over

rescue

boating

Memorial Day,
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2020 F-450 Platinum DRW

Velocity Blue w/Black Leather!
Fully Loaded! Only 24K Miles!

2019 Ford F-150 King Ranch 4WD

Black w/Brown Accent & Brown Leather! 3.5L V6 Ecoboost,

$92,900

#5670

$62,900

#7291

Texas Game Wardens statewide
juggled numerous
boating related incidents, including
illicit drug use, illegally harvested
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animals, felony and parole violation
arrests, shooting incidents, domestic
violence, and runaway incidents,

other non-

among others.

BRONTE HEALTH
AND REHAB CENTER

is currently accepting applications
Jor the following positions:

BUSINESS OFFICE
MANAGER

Position Summa
Under the direct supervision of the Administrator, the Business
Office Manager (BOM) ensures the fiscal responsibility and
financial health of the facility. The BOM manages and ensures
that the financial system is accurate, efficient, and in accordance
with professional accounting practices and government
regulations.
Essential Position Functions
¢ Performance and/or supervise the collection of all A/R and A/
P accounts, billing and collection of Medicaid, Medicare,
Hospice, and Private Insurance - Process payroll, orientation of
new employees, maintain personnel employee files - Handle
disbursements, collection of personal trust funds - Provide
administrative and clerical support - Obtain resident admission
data - Ensure resident confidentiality, treat residents with dignity,
kindness, and respect; know and comply with Residents Rights,
Rules - Assist in preparing departmental budgets - prepare for
and record board meeting
* Census tracking, completing 3618/3619’s - Responsible for
monthly Medicare Triple Check, timely and quarterly
completion of bad debt, reconcile all facility accounts using the
appropriate worksheets and accounting software, assuring that all
accounts are kept current - Responsible for full Medicaid
applications and annual renewals - Assist with cost reports,
occupancy reports - Prepare and facilitate aging reviews with
Administrator - Ensure timeliness of all company and regulatory
requirements involved with BOM functions - At times there will
be other special assignments/duties
¢ Requirements: Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting, Finance, or
other related field is preferred
* Licensing Requirements: None
e Job Type: Full-Time
* Must be Bondable/Notary
* Recommended Skills: 1. Billing Accounts, Receivables, Office
Management, Iinance, Collections, Account; 2. Must be able to
relate positively to residents, and families and work cooperatively
with other employees; 3. Must meet all State health regulations;
4. Must have knowledge of office machines and equipment; 5.
Must have basic knowledge of computer, and skills necessary to
accomplish the job

Benefits for eligible staff include medical,
vacation, holiday, sick, and travel pay.
Please apply in person at
900 S. State Street, Bronte, Texas,
(325) 473-3621 » EOE

2016 Ford F-250 XL 4x2

2017 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Sport $28,900

Gray w/Black Cloth Seats! Removeable Hard Top!
Bluetooth! 102K Miles!

#7262N

$28,900

investigated 17 boating accidents
across the state and responded to
three boating-related fatalities that
occurred on Lake O’ Pines, Toledo

Black wyVinyl Seats! Cruise Control! Manual

Locks & Windows! Crew Cab! 94K Miles! #3668B

Heated & Cooled Seats, Navigation! Only 6K Miles!

2019 Chevy Tahoe LT 4WD $54,900

Satin Steel Metallic w/Black Leather! Black Widow Packade! .y 443 A
Navigation, Sunroof, & Rear DVD Player! Awesome Looking
SUV!' Only 32K Miles!

2016 Ford F-250 XLT 4WD

Blue w/Gray Cloth Seats! 6.7L Turbo Diesel! FX4
Offroad Package & Backup Camera! Only 48Miles!

2017 Nissan Frontier SV
White w/Tan Cloth Seats! Bed Liner! 61K Miles!

$24,400

#X511B

Bend and Canyon Lake. Game
wardens also responded to six open
water drownings.

“Drownings and deaths on the
water are never easy to deal with,
and arguably one of the toughest,
least desirable parts of the job,
since we’'d like to see everyone
return home safely...we know,
though, that it’s
challenging for the families who’ve
unexpectedly lost their loved ones,”

$46,900

#7289

2018 Chevy Malibu LT

Brown w/Brown Leather! Heated Front Seafs,
Remote Start, & Blind Spor! Fantastic Looking
Sedan! Only 44K Miles!

$19,900

#5665A

2016 Ford F-150 Lariat 4x4

Blue w/Tan Leather Seats! Navigation, Bed Liner w/
3.5L V6 Ecoboost engine! 105K Miles! Beautiful Truck!

$35,900

#W451B

2011 Honda Pilot EX-L
Tan w/Tan Leather! Tow Package! 72K Miles!

$15,500

cven  more #X531A

weidJones. o 2018 Ford F-150 XLT 4x4 $34,900 | 2012 Honda Accord EX $11,900
ver the weekend, game Tan w/Tan Cloth! 3.3L V6, Bed Linet, & Bed Cover! #7288 Blue w/Gray Cloth Seats! 99K Miles! #X532B
wardens were involved with

Great Looking Truck! 76K Miles!

medical emergencies on the water,
sinking vessels, jet ski incidents, and
boater/water rescues - among
others. Due to heavy rains,
flooding  posed

2018 Chevrolet Colorado LT

Red w/Black Cloth Seats! Bed Liner, Remote Start, & Tow
Package! Only 36K Miles!

i 4534501 2

Cole Hlanagan ¢ Buddy Wallace * Kagan Maxcey

$30,900

#7287A

some  issues




