
involved in ag-related careers 
but still make time to be 
involved in production 
agriculture.”

The state winner will receive a 
UTV, sponsored by Southern 

Farm Bureau Life Insurance 
Company; a $5,000 cash prize, 
sponsored by Farm Credit Bank 
of  Texas, and expense-paid trips 
to both the TFB Annual Meeting 
and AFBF Annual Convention.

believe that we, too, can have a 
historical impact.

There is perhaps no more 
fitting figure of  flaw and 
aspiration than Thomas Jefferson. 
His words in the Declaration of  
Independence ring through the 
ages:  all men are created equal, 
endowed with unalienable rights 
of  life, liberty, and the pursuit of  
happiness.  I have no doubt that 
Thomas Jefferson believed these 
things. He is one of  history’s most 
brilliant voices for liberty.  He was 
also a man who struggled to 
practice what he preached.  He 
owned enslaved persons, as he 
agonized over the concept of  
slavery and its deleterious effects 
on all parties to the practice.  He 
likely penned his fateful words of  
American liberty and 
independence in the same room 
as a human being that he owned.

America is a messy 
experiment that we have tried to 
get right since July 4, 1776.  We 
have done some things very well 
and some other things very 
poorly.  We should not shy away 
from either aspect. By 
acknowledging our history 
honestly and fairly, we can build 
a better future.  On June 19, 
2021, let us all take a moment to 
do just that.  Let us be thankful 
for the people who made 
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General Granger’s words 
possible.  Let us be honest with 
our failures, take pride in our 
triumphs, and work every day to 
build a better America that we 
are all proud to call our own.

James Decker is the Mayor of  

Stamford, Texas and the creator 
of  the West of  98 website and 
podcast. Contact James and 
subscribe to these essays at 
westof98.substack.com and 
subscribe to West of  98 wherever 
podcasts are found.

By James M. Decker
“Those that fail to learn from 

history are doomed to repeat 
it.”

There are many variations of  
this phrase and each variation 
seems to be attributed to a 
different historical figure.  I 
have chosen this version 
because it is ascribed to one of  
my personal favorite historical 
figures, Winston Churchill. 

In the last year-plus, our 
society has had an ongoing 
debate about how to address 
aspects of  our history that are, 
for lack of  a better word, 
uncomfortable.  A lot of  people 
in our society would like to 
erase the uncomfortable parts, 
because they are hard to talk 
about.  Still others would like to 
pretend that the uncomfortable 
parts were not actually 
uncomfortable.  I guess you 
could say I am tired of  both 
groups.  These debates make 
for good social media fodder, it 
is impossible to have a true 
understanding of  our 
complicated American history 
without accepting the existence 
of  the good, the bad, and the 
deeply ugly.

On June 19, our country will 
celebrate Juneteenth.  As I wrote 
last year, Juneteenth arose as a 
celebration of  emancipation in 
Texas, but it is something far 
bigger and more important to 
the landscape of  our history.  On 
June 19, 1865, in Galveston, 
newly-arrived General Gordon 
Granger of  the United States 
Army read aloud the fateful 
words of  General Order No. 3, 
which emancipated all enslaved 
persons in Texas.  It was bigger 
because Texas was the residence 
of  the last human beings held in 
bondage in the United States of  
America.  As a result, General 
Granger’s words did more than 
free the people who were 
enslaved in Texas. His words had 
the effect of  finally ending the 
despicable institution of  
American slavery forever.

This is one of  those topics 
that is difficult to discuss but 
essential to our understanding 
of  history, lest we be doomed as 
Churchill and others warned.  I 
have no use for those who 
would simply erase history in 
the name or comfort.  I have no 
use for those who wish to 
pretend that our history is 
spotless and our American 
heroes are without flaws.  Ever 
since my Juneteenth essay last 

year, I have done a lot of  
thinking about the complexity 
of  American history and its 
heroes. On Memorial Day 
weekend, my friend Justin 
Pitcock wrote a column for the 
Houston Chronicle and these 
words from that column feel 
particularly appropriate to that 
discussion:

“Ours should be a story of  
honesty about our failures and 
pride in our triumphs.  We 
should be proud Americans, not 
because we are perfect, but 
because we aspire to march with 
clear eyes and full hearts ever 
closer to securing the self-
evident truths we declared in 
1776.”

The human condition is 
simultaneously flawed and 
aspirational.  Our history should 
be treated the same way. By 
ignoring the flaws of  our 
historical figures or by attempting 
to erase those historical figures, 
we do ourselves a disservice.  We 
make it more difficult for the 
flawed humans of  today to 

The Coke County Sheriff’s 
Office answered 521 calls for the 
month of  May 2021.

Sheriff’s Info Report - 5
Welfare Concern - 4
Civil Matter - 4
Criminal Trespass - 1
Criminal Mischief  - 2
Domestic Disturbance - 3
Deadly Conduct - 1
Burglary of  a Vehicle - 2
Unlawful Carrying of  a 

Weapon - 1
Stolen Vehicle - 1
Warrant Arrest - 8
Theft - 1
Public Service (includes 

funerals, court, motorist assist, 
alarm calls, etc) - 315

MHMR Interactions - 5
Civil Process - 2
Prisoner Transport (including 

arrest and to and from court) - 7
Warrants Served - 8
Livestock Calls - 28
Accidents - 4
Blue Forms Issued - 4
Accident Assist - 6
Traffic Stops - 63
Traffic Stops Resulting in 

Citations - 46
Total inmates in jail as of  

Friday, June 4, 2021:
Males - 3
Females - 2


