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Scholarships Awarded! Will Howard and Megan Yackley were
each awarded the 2014 Robert Lee — Bronte Eastern Star Chapter

No. 187 $300.00 scholarship.

Megan Yackley, daughter of Joe and Rennea Yackley, is a 2014
graduate of Bronte High School and plans to attend Angelo State
University. Her careeer goal is to be a forensic accountant. Megan
will be participating in the marching band along with Air Force

ROTC.

Will Howard, son of Valerie Howard and the late Bill Howard, is a
2014 graduate of Robert Lee High School. He plans to attend Hardin
Simmons University in Abilene to major in Kinesology to be a coach
and teach math. WIill has signed to play football at HSU.
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When Can My Child

Ride in the Front?

We are all quilty of
occasionally  rewarding  our
children’s good behavior with
special indulgences. Think about
the extra candy bar or the
special trip to the fast food
restaurant to be entertained with
not so healthy treats. But
perhaps the most dangerous
reward parents give their
children is letting the child ride
in the front seat!

The truth is that the back seat
is always a safer choice —not just
for children but for everyone!
Most crashes are frontal crashes,
S0 just by virtue of being in the
back seat you are further away
from the point of impact.
Children are not just small
adults.  Their bones and

ligaments are still developing,
and they are more vulnerable to
crash forces than a full-grown
adult. Studies have shown that
restrained children in rear seats
have the lowest risk of dying in
fatal crashes. Even in side-
impact  crashes,  properly
restrained children in the back
seat do better than children
sitting in the front. Frontal air
bags can also pose a danger to
children, just as they can to
small adults.

So what is the minimum age
when a child can ride in the
front seat? The American
Academy of Pediatrics continues
to recommend that children
under 13 years of age sit in the
back seat for the best protection.
Children under 13 are always
safer buckled up in the back seat
in the appropriate car seat for
their age or a seat belt if they are
big enough to fit correctly.

Unfortunately, the law in
Texas does not address seating
positions. The law simply states
that children under age 8, unless
taller than 4°9”, must be in a
child safety seat according to
manufacturers’ instructions. The
law is always the minimum.
Parents and caregivers want the
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maximum their
children.

Parents and Caregivers should
be reminded to keep children
rear-facing until age two or until
the limit of their rear-facing
convertible seat is reached,
which is usually 35-40 pounds.
Also, children should stay in a
5-point harness system until
they are mature enough to ride
in a booster seat. Booster seats
are for children who are at least
age four and 40 pounds or more.
Finally, keep children in a
booster seat until the seat belt
fits correctly. This is usually
sometime between ages 8 and 12
years old when the child reaches
4’9” tall and the lap and
shoulder belt fit correctly. The
average child reaches 4’9" at
age 11!

Next time you are thinking
about rewarding your child,
think about treating them like a
VIP and keeping them in the
back seat! Explain how the back
seat is more protective, buckle
them up correctly, and take them
out for a healthy fruit smoothie!!
Remember, children under age

safety for

13 are safest in the back seat
buckled up on every trip!

... Ignite 4-H
(Continued from page 3)
Development Program
Opportunity Scholarships are
ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS
awarded each year to applicants
based on their academic record,
4-H experience, and financial
need (for scholarships for which
it is a required criterion). The
Texas 4-H Youth Development
Opportunity Scholarship
Program is conducted in
coordination with the Texas 4-H
Youth Development Program,
the Texas 4-H  Youth
Development Foundation, and
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Service. All applications must
be submitted through the
applicant’s county Extension
office and meet all criteria to be
considered.

This is just one more
opportunity for the youth of
Coke Co. and please don’t
hesitate to give the Extension
office a call if we can be of any
help.

FLoYD C. PETITT
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WE Put YOU FIRST!

YOU'RE NOT A NUMBER TO US, BUT A MEMBER OF OUR FAMILY!

(325) 453-4551
PO Box 184 ¢ 715 AUSTIN

ROBERT LEE, TEXAS 76945 SAN ANGELO, TEXAS 76904
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Unlimited Wireless Internet

with all new LTE technology
IS now avallable in this area.

All new technology with faster speeds.
Twice the speed at the same price!
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you're included in this new coverage area.

4/7 Tech Support - Free Viru:
im Filtering - Free Parent

NOW ENTERING

Coke

COUNTY

*For a limited time only,
with one year contract.
Certain restrictions apply.




