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structures and request grants for 
maintenance and repairs.
The Coke County SWCD board 
sent a letter of  invitation to 
Texas State Senator Charles 
Perry and State Representative 
Drew Darby to visit the dams to 
see for themselves the town, 

bridges, railroad tracks, miles 
and miles of  farm terraces, 
property lining creeks and the 
Colorado River and loss of  
livestock.  If  the same amount 
of  damage occurred today it 
would cost $1 million to restore 
Bronte.
The flooding led to the founding 

surrounding countryside. The 
August 28, 1953, edition of  the 
Bronte Enterprise reported that 
18 families qualified for Red 
Cross Assistance, one person 
was injured, 100 homes were 
damaged, and 30 other 
buildings received water damage 
from the flood waters.  
Estimated damage was $75,000-
$100,000.  This included roads, 

By Erin Oleksiuk, District 
Technician, Coke County 
SWCD
Bronte is located where the 
Middle, East, and West 
Kickapoo creeks converge. In 
1953, Bronte received 10 inches 
in rainfall resulting in the 
flooding of  the town and the 

of  the Kickapoo Creek Water 
Control and Improvement 
District and the building of  six 
flood control structures in east 
Coke County. Today the district, 
along with assistance from the 
Coke County Soil and Water 
Conservation District and 
NRCS, work to maintain the 

 Jason Modglin, Chief  of  Staff  from Drew Darby’s office, and Cheryl 
DeCordova, District Director, (left photo) visit the dams in Coke County.  Texas State Senator Charles 
Perry and Pam Dutton, District Director, receive information from local officials on flood control 
structures. 


