USDA resumes
continuous CRP
enrollment

As part of a 33-year effort to
protect sensitive lands and
improve water quality and

wildlife habitat on private lands,
the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) will resume
accepting applications for the
voluntary Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP).

Eligible farmers, ranchers and
private landowners can sign up
at their local Farm Service
Agency (FSA) office between
June 4 and August 17.

“The Conservation Reserve
Program is an important
component of the suite of
voluntary conservation
programs USDA makes
available to agricultural

producers, benefiting both the
land and wildlife. On the road, I

often hear firsthand how
popular CRP is for our
recreational  sector—hunters,

fishermen, conservationists and
bird watchers,” U.S. Secretary
of Agriculture Sonny Perdue
said. “CRP also is a powerful
tool to encourage agricultural
producers  to  set  aside
unproductive, marginal lands
that should not befarmed to
reduce soil erosion, improve
water quality, provide habitat for
wildlife and boost soil health.”

FSA  stopped  accepting
applications last fall for the CRP
continuous signup, excluding
applications for the
Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP)
and CRP grasslands.

This pause allowed USDA to
review available acres and avoid
exceeding the 24 million-acre
CRP cap set by the 2014 Farm
Bill. New limited practice
availability and short sign up
period helps ensure that
landowners with the most
sensitive acreage will enroll in
the program and avoid
unintended competition with
new and beginning farmers
seeking leases.

CRP enrollment currently is
about 22.7 million acres.

2018 CRP signup
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For this year’s signup, limited
priority practices are available
for continuous enrollment. They
include grassed waterways, filter
strips, riparian buffers, wetland
restoration and others.  Visit
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/
programs-and-services/
conservation-programs/
conservation-reserve-program/
crp-continuous-enrollment/
index.

FSA will use updated soil
rental rates to make annual
rental  payments, reflecting
current values. It will not offer
incentive payments as part of
the new signup.

USDA will not open a general
signup this year, but a one-year
extension will be offered to
existing CRP participants with
expiring CRP contracts of 14
less. Farmers and
eligible
extension will receive a letter
with more information.

CRP grasslands

FSA established new ranking
criteria for CRP grasslands. To
guarantee all CRP grasslands
are  treated

years or

ranchers for an

offers
applicants previously
applied will be asked to reapply
using the new ranking criteria.
and ranchers with
pending applications will receive
a letter providing the options.
About CRP

In return for enrolling land in
CRP, USDA, through FSA on
behalf of the Commodity
Credit Corporation (CCCQ),
provides  participants  with
annual rental payments and

equally,
who

Farmers

cost-share assistance.
Landowners enter
contracts that last between 10
and 15 years. CRP pays farmers
ranchers who

nto

and
sensitive lands from production
and plant certain grasses, shrubs
and trees that improve water
quality, prevent soil erosion and
increase wildlife habitat.

Signed into law by President
Reagan in 1985, CRP is one of
the largest private-lands
conservation programs in the
United States. Thanks to
voluntary  participation by
farmers, ranchers and private
landowners, CRP has improved
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water quality, reduced soil
erosion and increased habitat for
endangered
species.

The new changes to CRP do
not impact the Conservation
Reserve Enhancement Program,
a related program offered by
CCC and state partners.

Farmers, ranchers
landowners wanting to apply for
the CRP continuous signup or
CRP grasslands should contact
their USDA service center.

To locate your local FSA
office, https://
www.farmers.gov. More
information on CRP can be

found at www.fsa.usda.gov/crp.
Skip the Trip to DL
Offices During Busy

Summer Months

The Texas Department of
Public Safety (DPS) is reminding
residents that many customers
can skip the trip to a driver
license (DL) office altogether,
which 1is especially convenient
during the busy
months. Most residents who are
eligible to skip the trip are not
taking advantage of the option
to quickly renew their Texas DL
or identification (ID) card online
(or by phone). Address changes
can also be taken care of online
(or by mail) in many instances.
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Rifle Team! On Saturday; June 2, 2018, the Coke County 4-H
Rifle Team competed in the Callahan County Fun Shoot in Baird.
Julian De La Garza (left) won third in the Junior Air Rifle Silhouettes

and_Juan Orlando De La Garza won second in the Intermediate Air
Rifle Silhouettes.

Find out if you are eligible to
renew online by  visiting
Texas.gov.

“Summer is one of the busiest
times at Texas driver license

technology options can save you
time,” said DPS Director Steven
McCraw. “If you qualify for
online renewal, you can skip the
trip to an office altogether.

(Continued on page 7)
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