
Fewer  American farmers
would mean an increase in
t h e  a m o u n t  o f  f o o d
imported from other  coun-
t r ies ,  John Ross  Copeland
s a i d ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  t h e
c h e c k s  a n d  b a l a n c e s
employed in our  food sys-
tem, an uncertainty of safe
and abundant food.

“The best  way to  ensure
the heal th of  our supply is
t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  American
farmers  who produce  i t , ”
John Ross Copeland said.

T h e  f a r m  b i l l  r e c e n t l y
p a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e
reforms farm programs and
ass is ts  farmers  wi th  tools
l i k e  c r o p  i n s u r a n c e  t o
manage the r isk associated
w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r e .   The
House wil l  begin debat ing
its  farm bil l  proposal  later
this month.

T h e  c u r r e n t  f a r m  b i l l
expires  Sept .  30.   Without
a new farm bil l ,  legislators
wi l l  have  to  app rove  an
e x t e n s i o n  t o  k e e p  t h e
country  f rom rever t ing  to
1949 farm legislation.

C o u r t  d e c i s i o n
g o o d  f o r  p r i v a t e
p ro p e r t y  r i g h t s

A decis ion  by the  Texas
N i n t h  C i r c u i t  C o u r t  o f
Appeals  i s  good news for
proper ty   owners  in  Coke
County.

The Texas Ninth Court  of
Appeals  in  i t s  Crosstex v.
Reins Roads Farm decision
aff i r m e d  t h a t  p r o p e r t y
owners  have  the  r igh t  to
chal lenge common carr ier
s t a t u s  a n d  t h e  e m i n e n t
domain  power  tha t  comes
with i t  in  court ,  said John
R o s s  C o p e l a n d ,  C o k e -
S t e r l i n g  C o u n t y  F a r m
Bureau president.

T h e  d e c i s i o n  d o e s  n o t
mean that  pipelines will  be
m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  b u i l d ,
J o h n  R o s s  C o p e l a n d
e x p l a i n e d ,  b e c a u s e  t h e
s a m e  c o u r t  u p h e l d  t h e
common car r ie r  s ta tus  o f
the  TransCanada Keystone
pipel ine .   These decis ions
do mean that pipeline com-
p a n i e s  c a n n o t  h a v e  f r e e
rein to build pipelines with
no  accoun tab i l i t y  t o  t he
landowners they affect.

“The bad actors will  have
to  de f end  t hemse lve s  i n
c o u r t , ”   J o h n  R o s s
C o p e l a n d  s a i d .   “ T h o s e
who respect  pr ivate  prop-

er ty  r ights  and operate  in
good fai th can continue to
b u i l d  Texas’ e n e r gy
infrastructure.”

John Ross Copeland said
i l l - adv i sed  l eg i s l a t ion  in
the just  f inished session of
t h e  Te x a s  L e g i s l a t u r e
w o u l d  h a v e  l e f t  t h e s e
cri t ical  issues to the Texas
Railroad Commission.

“ T h e  d e c i s i o n s  b y  t h e
Ninth  Circui t  Cour t  dem-
o n s t r a t e s  o u r  s y s t e m
works,” he said.

T h e  C o k e  C o u n t y
Library  Story  Hour  group
celebrated the 4th of  July
b y  l i s t e n i n g  t o  a  s t o r y,
m a k i n g  r e d ,  w h i t e  a n d
blue wind socks,  and mak-
ing lots  of  noise s tomping
on plast ic ,  a ir-f i l led pack-
i n g  p i e c e s .   S i n c e  f i r e

to r  and  s to ry - t e l l e r  f rom
Louisv i l le ,  Kentucky pre-
sented sessions on “Public
S p e a k i n g ”  a n d  S a n d r a
Gran t ,  a  communica t ions
in s t ruc to r  a t  Midwes t e rn
S ta t e  Un ive r s i ty  a s s i s t ed
s tudents  wi th  the i r  g roup
p r e s i d e n t  s p e e c h e s  a n d
hosted the entertaining Mr.
YLC contest .   Special  eve-
n i n g  e v e n t s  i n c l u d e d  a
presentation on Tuesday by
Tren t  McKnigh t  on  “My
Life  S tory. . .So  Far !”  and
o n  We d n e s d a y  a
music /devot ional  perform-
ance by Mark Swayze.   In
addi t ion ,  s tudents  par t ic i -
pated  in  a  program cal led
“ C o n g r e s s i o n a l  I n s i g h t , ”
w h i c h  a l l o w e d  t h e m  t o
s imula te  a  Congress iona l
office and election.

A t  Thursday  even ing’s
banquet,  Gary Montgomery
shared  h i s  pe r sona l  mes -
sage of  “Living wi th  an  I
Can Play att i tude!”

S tuden t s  who  comple t e
t h e  Yo u t h  L e a d e r s h i p
Conference and have given
a speech on free enterprise
to at  least  f ive groups wil l
have  t aken  the  f i r s t  s t ep
towards qual i fying for  the
F r e e  E n t e r p r i s e  S p e e c h
c o n t e s t ,  w h i c h  a w a r d s
m o r e  t h a n  $ 2 7 , 5 0 0  i n
scholarships .   After  qual i -
fying,  s tudents  compete  a t
the  d i s t r i c t  l eve l  and  the
winners  advance  to  f ina ls
at  the TFB Annual Meeting
i n  S a n  A n t o n i o  i n
December.   In addit ion,  al l
2013  d is t r ic t  speech  con-
tes t  winners  wi l l  have the
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t r a v e l  t o
Wa s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  w i t h
TFB representatives.

F a r m  b i l l  e n s u re s
s a f e t y  o f  A m e r i c a n

f o o d  s u p p l y
Passage  o f  a  fu l l ,  f ive -

year  farm bi l l  is  important
to  the  safe ty  and secur i ty
of  America’s  food supply,
a c c o r d i n g  t o  J o h n  R o s s
C o p e l a n d ,  C o k e - S t e r l i n g
C o u n t y  F a r m  B u r e a u
president.

“Farming is  r isky due to
unpredictable  weather,  the
drought  and  a  f luc tua t ing
m a r k e t , ”  J o h n  R o s s
Cope land  sa id .   “Without
a n  e f f e c t i v e  s a f e t y  n e t ,
farmers across  the country
cou ld  be  fo rced  to  l eave
the business entirely.”

Local student
attends Farm
Bureau Youth

Leadership
Conference

A t t e n d i n g  t h e  Texas
Farm Bureau’s 50th annual
Yo u t h  L e a d e r s h i p
Conference (YLC) held at
Tar le ton State  Univers i ty,
J u n e  1 7 - 2 1 ,  w a s  J a m e s
Roberts.

James was sponsored by
the  Coke-Ster l ing County
Farm Bureau .   He jo ined
more than 353 high school
jun iors  and  sen iors  f rom
over  132  count ies  across
the state.

The purpose of  the  con-
ference  i s  to  provide  the
s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a  b e t t e r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e i r
A m e r i c a n  h e r i t a g e ,  t h e
capital is t ic  free enterprise
s y s t e m ,  a n d  t o  i n s p i r e
l e a d e r s h i p  d e v e l o p m e n t ,
a c c o r d i n g  t o  J o h n  R o s s
Copeland,  president of  the
C o k e - S t e r l i n g  C o u n t y
Farm Bureau.

D u r i n g  t h e  w e e k l o n g
e v e n t ,  t h r e e  a r e a s  a r e
e m p h a s i z e d :  P a t r i o t i s m ,
L e a d e r s h i p  a n d
Responsibili ty.   S tuden t s
discuss  topics  such as  the
f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  s y s t e m ,
consti tutional government,
Amer ican ism,  Leadersh ip
and goal  se t t ing ,  and are
encouraged  to  mee t  wi th
schoo l  and  c iv i c  g roups
upon their  re turn home to
s h a r e  w h a t  t h e y ’ v e
learned.

“We are extremely proud
t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  g o l d e n
anniversary of  this  impor-
tant  program,  which a ims
to encourage and develop
t h e  f u t u r e  l e a d e r s  o f
Te x a s , ”  J o h n  R o s s
Copeland said.

Tarleton State University
P r e s i d e n t  D r.  D o m i n i c
D o t t a v i o  w e l c o m e d  s t u -
d e n t s  t o  c a m p u s  a t
Monday’s opening session,
a long  wi th  spec ia l  gues t
Chance  Cerda ,  Tarleton’s
student body president and
a n  Y L C  Alumnus.
A f t e r w a r d s ,  Ve r n i e  R .
Glasson,  execut ive  d i rec-
tor  of  Texas Farm Bureau,
presented “Farm Bureau  -
Your Host.”

J i m  S a r t w e l l e ,  TFB
Director  of  Publ ic  Pol icy
and Dr.  Roger  Hanagr i ff ,
Agr i cu l tu r a l  Leade r sh ip ,
E d u c a t i o n ,  a n d
Communications Professor
of  Texas A&M Universi ty,
each presented sessions on
“ B a s i c s  o f  F r e e
E n t e r p r i s e , ”  R o n a l d
Trowbridge,  former  ass is-
t a n t  d e a n  a t  H i l l s d a l e
College in  Michigan,  pre-
sen ted  two-pa r t  s e s s ions
o n  “ T h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n , ”
Lou  Kennedy,  a  p r o f e s -
s iona l  deve lopment  con-
su l tan t ,  l ed  a  sess ion  on
“Professionalism in Life,”
and Gary  Evans ,  a  regis -
te red  inves tment  advisor,
offered advice  on “Mana-
ging Your Money.”

G a r y  M o n t g o m e r y,  a
mot iva t iona l  communica-
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Check Out
Coke County

Library

Coke County 4-H Members attend District 7 Leadership
Lab!  Two Coke County 4-H members traveled to Sacramento,
New Mexico, June 25-28 with approximately 100 other 4-H
members from the area. Aaron Cervenka and Darby Duncan
were the two Coke County representatives. At the conference,
the youth were exposed to the District 7 4-H Council elections,
parliamentary procedure, and public speaking. While at the
camp, the youth also got to experience a challenge course
(ropes course) as well as fun filled evenings of dancing and
games.

crackers are out,  the loud
pop of the packing material
was very satisfying.  The
gazeebo was the site of the
cookie treats and stomping
for the 4th.   The plastic can
now be recycled.  Story
Hour is Wednesday, at
10:00 a.m.

I f  e l e c t r o n i c s  a r e  t o o
much ,  a  l ib ra ry  book  can
q u i e t l y  t a k e  y o u  a w a y,
e n t e r t a i n  y o u ,  a n d  g i v e
your  brain the chal lenge i t
needs  to  s tay  f i t .   Library
cards  are  f ree .   Check-out
i s  ea sy  and  a  24 /7  book
drop  i s  ava i lab le .   Books
returned to the Main Street
Market in Bronte will  make
t h e i r  w a y  b a c k  t o  t h e
library.   Cal l  453-2495 for
information.

Celebration of Life
The family of
Janet S.
Hurley

would like to invite
everyone to join

them in a
celebration of her life.

Saturday • July 27 • 1:30 to 3 pm
Bronte Housing Authority

Recreation Room
115 NE Railroad Street • Bronte

If you have a story or favorite memory please come
and share it with her family & other friends.

James Roberts

Editorial &
Advertising

Deadline
is 12 noon on

Tuesday preceding
publication.


