
a n d  w a t e r.  Wha teve r  t he
c a u s e ,  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  i s
called hollow heart ,  and i t’s
a sad one indeed.

B r i a n  B r i g g e m a n ,
Kansas  S ta t e  Un ive r s i ty
a g r i c u l t u r a l  e c o n o m i s t ,
wi l l  a l so  be  one  o f  the
featured speakers.  He will
p rov ide  an  ove rv i ew  o f
the  Southern Pla ins  agr i -
c u l t u r a l  e c o n o m y  a n d
outlook.

There is  no cost  for  the
conference ,  and regis t ra-
t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a t
https:/ /agril iferegister. ta
mu.edu/ .

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n
about the conference visi t
https:/ /www.capitalfarmcr
e d i t . c o m /  o r  c o n t a c t
Cleere’s  o f f i c e  a t  9 7 9 -
845-6931.

H o w  t o  C h o o s e  a
Wa t e r m e l o n

L I K E  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,
w a t e r m e l o n s  o f f e r  n o
g u a r a n t e e s .  B u t  a  l i t t l e
wisdom f rom the  exper t s
c a n  h e l p  y o u  c h o o s e  a
good one at  the store.

First ,  f ind a melon that’s
dul l ,  no t  sh iny,  and  un i -
form in shape.  Odd bumps
and  cu rves  can  mean  i t
was  grown wi th  i r regular
runs of water or sun.

Then look for  a  creamy
patch.  I t ’s  cal led the f ield
spo t  — the  p lace  where
the  watermelon res ted  on
the ground.  The deeper  in
color,  the longer  the ful ly
grown melon  was  on  the
vine gett ing sweet.  Yellow
is  be t te r  than  whi te ,  bu t
w h i t e  i s  b e t t e r  t h a n  n o
patch at  all .

P ick  i t  up .  Your  water -
melon  should  fee l  heavy
for  i t s  s ize .  Compare  i t s
weight with one of similar
size.

Then there is  the contro-
v e r s i a l  t h u m p .  S o m e
watermelon farmers swear
by i t .  Other say i t’s hooey,
with too many subtle vari-
ables to make it  useful.

But believers say to hold
the melon away from your
body  and  g ive  i t  a  f ew
g o o d  r a p s  w i t h  y o u r
knuckles.  (There are s lap-
pers ,  bu t  tha t ’s  an  even
t o u g h e r  s o u n d  t o
decipher.)

Lis ten  for  a  melon tha t
sounds ful l  and more l ike
a  t e n o r  t h a n  a  b a s s .  A
d e e p e r  s o u n d  c a n  m e a n
it’s  no t  r ipe  and  fu l l  o f
water.  I t  c a n  m e a n  t h e
center  of  the frui t  is  sepa-
rated into chunks,  a condi-

t ion caused ei ther by pol-
l ina t ion  p rob lems  o r  by
fa rmers  t ry ing  to  hu r ry
t h i n g s  a l o n g  w i t h  t o o
much  n i t rogen  fe r t i l i ze r
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County Rainfall Totals
January         February        March Total for Year

Fran Sonnenberg • 3 miles E. of Bronte

Bobby and Jeffie Roberts • Valley View Area

N

Charles & Dorris Sonnenberg • Bronte Area

Dee & Dessie Kendall • Edith Area

Paul Sheffler • 7 Mile Hill

2012 3.3 2.40 0.80 6.50
2013 2.55 0.0 0.0 2.55

2012 3.40 2.80 1.00 7.20
2013 1.52 0.05 0.0 1.57

2012 3.50 2.75 0.75 7.00
2013 1.90 0.10 0.0 2.00

2012 2.80 2.24 0.89 5.93
2013 1.55 0.29 0.0 1.84

2012 3.38 2.20 0.78 6.36
2013 1.49 0.22 0.0 1.71

2012 3.11 2.11 0.83 6.05
2013 1.08 0.19 0.0 1.27

Wayne & Melinda McCutchen • 3 miles N. of Bronte

2012 2.85 2.05 0.60 5.50
2013 1.65 0.05 0.0 1.70

Jerry & Susan Wellborn • 12 miles West of Robert Lee

County Rainfall Totals
    April                May              June Total for Year

Fran Sonnenberg • 3 miles E. of Bronte

Bobby and Jeffie Roberts • Valley View Area

N

Charles & Dorris Sonnenberg • Bronte Area

Dee & Dessie Kendall • Edith Area

2012 1.90 3.40 1.20 13.00
2013 1.50 3.50 3.05 10.60

2012 1.21 4.08 0.34 12.83
2013 1.15 6.51 4.10 13.33

2012 2.28 4.99 0.26 13.46
2013 1.90 2.44 1.58   7.76

2012 1.56 5.46 0.73 14.11
2013 1.88 2.57 2.84   9.00

2012 1.14 3.69 0.40 11.28
2013 1.25 3.12 1.71   7.35

Wayne & Melinda McCutchen • 3 miles N. of Bronte

2012 1.39 4.99 0.49 13.87
2013 0.39 4.12 2.51   9.02

Paul Sheffler • 7 Mile Hill Ranch

2012 1.55 3.55 1.10 11.70
2013 0.90 4.20 3.70 10.50

Jerry & Susan Wellborn • Pecan Creek Area West of Robert Lee
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