
other farm and industry groups, 
is fighting this EPA overreach.”

It looks like the time is ripe to 
begin repeal of the estate tax, 
said Coke County Farm Bureau 
President John Ross Copeland.

“More than half of the House 
of Representatives are 
cosponsoring Rep. Kevin 
Brady’s (R-Texas) Death Tax 
Repeal Act, HR 2429, which 
would repeal estate taxes and 
maintain stepped-up basis,” 
John Ross Copeland said.

He said the estate tax burden 
falls heavily on local farmers 
because it takes more capital 
assets, such as land and 
equipment, to generate the same 
level of income as other types of 
businesses.  Although 
permanent law was enacted in 
2012 that provided significant 
estate tax relief, John Ross 
Copeland  said repeal is the best 
solution to protect all farms and 
ranches from the estate taxes.

If Congress fails to 
permanently repeal the estate 
tax, surviving family members 
could be forced to sell off parts 
of the farms and ranches, 
jeopardizing their livelihoods. 

“Local land values are 
skyrocketing, “John Ross 
Copeland said.  “As its value 
increases, the chances of 
surviving family members 
having to sell substantial 
acreage to pay estate taxes 
increase with it.  This devastates 
not only families, but also rural 
communities and businesses that 
agriculture supports.

Air Force Airman Johnathan 
M. Rodriguez graduated from 
basic military training at Joint 
Base San Antonio - Lackland in 
San Antonio.

The airman completed an 
intensive, eight-week program 
that included training in military 
discipline and studies, Air Force 
core values, physical fitness, and 
basic warfare principles and 
skills.

Airmen who complete basic 
training earn four credits toward 
an associate in applied science 
degree through the Community 
College of the Air Force.

Rodriguez is the son of 
Santiago G. Rodriguez of 
Bronte, Texas and Maria V. 
Torres of Live Oak, Texas, step-
son of Veronica Rodriguez of 
Bronte, Texas and William A. 
Torres of Live Oak, Texas, and 
brother of Pedro C. Rodriguez 
of Killeen, Texas.

He is a 2011 graduate of 
Robert M. Shoemaker High 
School, Killeen, Texas.

Morgan Runyan
Texas AgriLife Agent

Ownership of agricultural 
lands and land use is rapidly 
changing in West Texas and 
throughout the state.  The 
number of new and absentee 
landowners continues to grow 
and many have different goals 
than the previous landowners, 
which were primarily in 
production agriculture.

Many of the new and absentee 
landowners have limited 
experience or knowledge in 

managing natural resources or 
agricultural lands. Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service can 
provide the science based 
information and resources 
needed to help absentee 
landowners reach their goals and 
also improve the management of 
agricultural lands. 

We are currently challenged 
with the fact that this targeted 
audience is not familiar with 
AgriLife Extension programs and 
resources.  The recently 
approved Absentee Landowner 
Initiative is designed to address 
this challenge and will begin this 
fall. The goals for the initiative 
were presented during the West 
Region ANR Program Update on 
June 4.
1. Absentee landowners increase 
their awareness of AgriLife 
Extension programs and 
resources, including the name 
and contact information for 
AgriLife Extension agent(s).
2. Provide absentee landowners 
the opportunity to give input on 
how they wish to receive 
information, including 
preferences on educational 
methods.
3. Develop new resources that 
meet the needs of absentee 
landowners.
4. Conduct programs that target 
specific areas and ecosystems 
across West Texas.

Agents will secure absentee 
landowner contact information 
prior to September 1, 2014.  
Additional information on this 
initiative will be available soon

Coke County farmers and 
ranchers should make their 
voices heard on new and highly 
burdensome clean water rules, 
according to Coke County Farm 
Bureau President John Ross 
Copeland.  The Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) has 
extended the time available to 
comment on their “Waters of the 
U.S.” proposal until Oct. 20, and 
until July 7 to comment on the 
accompanying interpretive rule.

“The regulated community has 
been misled by EPA about the 
rule’s impact on land use, “ John 
Ross Copeland said.  “Local 
farmers and ranchers will be 
outraged when they find out 
regulators want to require 
permits for everyday activities on 
dry land, or penalize farming 
families for not getting them.”

John Ross Copeland said the 
latest rule broadly expands 
federal jurisdiction and threatens 
local land-use and zoning.

“It’s time to ditch this rule,” 
John Ross Copeland said.  “Farm 
Bureau, together with dozens of 
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Kaci Queen is shown with her Hampshire.  She took the 
Championship Hampshire award and her entry was later named  
Grand Champion in this year’s Market Swine Show.  

  Brandon Hall and Chandra Alexander are to be married August 16, 
2014, in San Angelo.  Brandon (B.J) is the son of Donna Hall-Berryhill and husband Shawn, and Kerry 
Hall and wife Shalon all of 
Bronte. His grandparents are 
Sonny and Nora Hall of 
Coleman; the late Jeanette 
Arnold of Bay Ark; and Richard 
and the late Beth Hamilton of 
Winters.  B.J. graduated from 
Bronte High School in 2004 and 
received his college education at 
San Diego Golf Academy.   
Chandra is the daughter of Steve 
and Tonda Alexander of Boerne. 
Her grandparents are the late 
Minnie and Frank Williams of 
San Angelo; and Dayton and 
Eleanor Alexander of San 
Angelo.  Chandra graduated 
from Southlake Carroll High 
School in 2006 and the 
University of North Texas in 
2011. 
The couple will continue to work 
and live in San Angelo after the 
wedding.


