
and granddaughter,  Peyton
of Greenville.

Fami ly  members  o f  the
l a t e  L u t h e r  a n d  Violet
Sparks  p resen t  were  Don
a n d  S h i r l e y  T h o m a s  o f
C a p e  F a i r ,  M i s s o u r i ;
L o u i s e  D r e n n a n  o f
Bal l inger ;  Elwanda Jones;
Connie  Turner  and 5  fam-
i l y  member s ;  Dav id  and
Apr i l  Cooke;  and  Andrew
Borrego al l  of  San Angelo.
Also ,  Danie l  and Bri t teny
Powel l  of  Bronte .   Luther
w a s  t h e  s o n  o f  M a t h e w
Mar ion  and  Almeda King
Sparks.   Nine of the eleven
children of  the late  Luther
and Violet  Sparks survive.
Three were present  for  the
reunion.

T h o s e  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s
tha t  passed  away in  2012
w e r e :  A l f  H a r m o n  a n d

Milton “Bill” Harmon sons
o f  t h e  l a t e  Thomas  and
Amanda Harmon and two
of  the i r  g rand-  ch i ld ren ,
G l e n d a  B l a i r  H a m m o n d
a n d  Tommy Bla i r  wh ich
were  ch i ldren  of  the  la te
R a l p h  a n d  R u b y  L e e
Harmon Blai r.   Only  two
of  the  e leven chi ldren  of
t h e  l a t e  T h o m a s  a n d
Amanda  Harmon surv ive ,
they are Randle Harmon of
S a n  A n g e l o  a n d  I n e z
Harmon Harper  of  Rober t
Lee.  Randle was unable to
attend the reunion.

Jeff ie  Roberts  welcomed
and thanked everyone for
coming.   She thanked each

H a r m o n - S p a r k s
re u n i o n  h e l d

The fami l ies  of  the  la te
J o e  C e p h u s  a n d   C l a r a
Belle (Sparks) Harmon and
t h e  l a t e  M a t h e w  M a r i o n
and Almeda King (Taylor)
S p a r k s  g a t h e r e d  a t  t h e
R o b e r t  L e e  R e c  H a l l
Saturday,  June  15 ,  2013 ,
f o r  t h e i r  7 4 t h  Annual
Reunion .   There  were  73
relat ives and fr iends of the
family present.

The  la te  Thomas (T.  R. )
Harmon was the son of Joe
C e p h u s  a n d  C l a r a  B e l l e
Harmon.   The late  Amanda
E l v i r a  ( M a n d y  S p a r k s )
Harmon was  the  daughter
of  the late  Mathew Marion
and  Almeda King Sparks .
The families of  these early
day Coke County residents
present  for  the  74th  reun-
ion  were :  Inez  (Harmon)
Harpe r ;  Foy  and  Lawana
Adkins ;  Bobby and  Jeffie
R o b e r t s ;  M a r s h a l l  a n d
She r i  Mi l l i c an ;  B i l l  and
L i n d a  B u r n s ;  S u z a n n
Johnson; Ryan, Crystal  and
Kamryn Stanford;  Joe  and
DeeAnna  Harmon;  B .  C . ,
Sheree,  Sydney and Taylor
H a r d i n ;  a n d  O l e a n
Stricklin all  of Robert  Lee.
John and Dorene Bearfield;
Jerrel  and Lavelle Harmon;
Seth and Brianne Long and
son; Brint ,  Robin,  Brynson
and Logan Harmon;  Lewis
and Rena Conner all  of San
Ange lo .  She i l a  (Rober t s )
Far ra r  o f  Hous ton ;  Doug
and Marlane Burns of  Fort
S tockton ;  Cameron  Burns
of  Lubbock;  Nei l ,  Lauren
a n d  A l y s s a  R o z e l l  o f
H u t t o ;  Tr o y  a n d  S u s a n
Mil l ican  of  Ster l ing  Ci ty ;
Je r rod  and  Cayla  Hol t  o f
Big Lake; Darwin and Joan
H a r m o n  o f  B i g  S p r i n g ;
Cl in t ,  Ke lc ie  and  Shay la
Harmon  o f  Mid land ;  Joe
and  Ju l ie  Ann Harmon of
S o u t h l a k e ;  J a m e s  a n d
B l a n c h e  H a r m o n  o f
Benbrook;  Linda  Jones  of
H u g h e s  S p r i n g ;  D e b o r a h
R i n e h a r t  o f  G l a d e w a t e r ;
Wally and Susan Vloedman

R e p re s e n t a t i v e
C o n a w a y  p r a i s e s

F a r m  B i l l  p a s s a g e
U.S .  Represen ta t ive  K .

M i c h a e l  C o n a w a y  ( R -
Texas ) ,  cha i rman  o f  t he
H o u s e  Agriculture
Committee’s
Subcommit tee  on General
F a r m  C o m m o d i t i e s  a n d
Risk  Management ,  i ssued
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e m e n t
today after  the U.S. House
of  Represen ta t ives  vo ted
216-208 to  pass  the  farm
bill :

“Th i s  p iece  o f  l eg i s l a -
t ion  wasn’t  wr i t ten  over -
n ight  –  i t ’s  the  resu l t  o f
four long years  of  debate,
a  two-year  audi t  of  every
single policy administered
by the USDA, 40 hearings
a n d  t w o  c o m m i t t e e
markups.

“There are many reasons
why this  balanced,  equita-
b l e  and  marke t -o r i en t ed
farm pol icy  legis la t ion is
dese rv ing  o f  suppor t .  I t
s t r e n g t h e n s  Ti t l e  I  b y
off e r i n g  r a n c h e r s  a n d
farmers choices in  how to
manage risk while reform-
ing outdated  pol icy.  This
m o v e  c r e a t e s  r e g i o n a l
equi ty  among agr icu l ture
producers,  increasing their
choices  and implementing
a  broad approach to  pro-
duction agriculture.

“The  b i l l  a l so  inc ludes
an  amendmen t  I  o f fered
wi th  Texas  Rep.  F i lemon
Vela  tha t  wou ld  addres s
Mexico’s fai lure to uphold
i t s  wa t e r  ob l i ga t i ons  t o
the Uni ted States  under  a
1944 water  t reaty.  I t ’s  no
secret  that  Texas  has  suf-
fe red  a  t e r r ib le  d rought ,
and  there  i s  no  re l ie f  in
s i g h t .  M e x i c o  n e e d s  t o
begin fulf i l l ing i ts  obliga-
t ions  –  our  f a rming  and
r a n c h i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s
depend on it .

“ T h e  f a r m  b i l l  a l s o
a d d r e s s e s  t h e  o n g o i n g
l e s s e r  p r a i r i e  c h i c k e n
habi ta t  i s sue .  An amend-
ment  I  o ffered  wi th  New
Mexico Rep.  Steve Pearce
a n d  Te x a s  R e p .  R a n d y
Neugebauer would require
t h e  Agr icul ture  secre tary
to conduct  a  90-day s tudy
on the cost  of  programs to
conserve the lesser  prair ie
ch i cken  and  i t s  hab i t a t .
The study must also detai l
the conservation effective-
n e s s  o f  t h e s e  p r o g r a m s
and  rank  them based  on
c o s t  e f fectiveness.
C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  c o s t
eff e c t i v e n e s s  a r e  n o t
mutual ly  exclusive ,  and I
encourage the federal  gov-
ernment to l isten and work
close ly  wi th  s takeholders
on this issue.

“Good agriculture policy
i s  good  federa l  po l icy  –
and this bil l  represents the
best  in  agr icul ture  pol icy
today.”
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4-H Camp!  Last week, Coke County had a group of fifteen 4-H members attend
camp at Buffalo Gap, Texas.  When Coke County arrived at camp, they joined up with
Sterling, Fisher, Jones, Shackelford and Nolan counties giving the camp an attendance
of around 100 4-H members from the area.  While at Camp, the youth participated in
leadership and teambuilding actives while also having time for recreation that
consisted of swimming and a fun filled night of dancing.  On the final day of camp, the
4-H members were given a history lesson at Buffalo Gap Historic Village prior to
returning home.  County 4-H camp is open to youth who have completed the 3rd
through 8th grade and happens annually in July.  For more information, contact the
Coke County Extension Office.

one for helping make the
reunion a great success as
it  is  a TEAM effort .
Lawana Askins thanked
Jeffie for once again organ-
izing the reunion.

The group enjoyed a deli-
c ious  cove red  d i sh  lunch
and  severa l  s tayed  for  an
evening meal.   The weather
was  n ice  as  i t  r a ined  .30
inch  in  the  ear ly  morning
and the daytime temperture
was 85 degrees.   There was
a  lo t  o f  v i s i t i ng ,  ea t ing ,
picture taking,  golf ,  swim-
m i n g ,  h o r s e s h o e  a n d
washer  pi tching.   The 75th
reun ion  i s  be ing  p l anned
for sometime in June 2014.

Celebration of Life
The family of
Janet S.
Hurley

would like to invite
everyone to join

them in a
celebration of her life.

Saturday • July 27 • 1:30 to 3 pm
Bronte Housing Authority

Recreation Room
115 NE Railroad Street • Bronte

If you have a story or favorite memory please come
and share it with her family & other friends.

NICHOLAS “NICK” E. ARROTT II
119 West Main Street • Bronte, Texas  76933

Bus. Phone:  (325) 773-2255 • Cell Phone:  (214) 683-6154
Email:�    nick@deckerarrott.com  Website:�    www.deckerarrott.com

Administrative & Eminent Domain Law • Agriculture Law
Banking & Finance Law  •  Business & Corporate Law

Estate Planning & Probate • General Business Civil Litigation
Mediation • Municipal Law • Oil & Gas Law • Real Estate Law

Bronte Satellite Office Hours of Operation:
First and Fourth Thursday of Every Month from 9:30 am until 5:00 pm.

Floyd C. Petitt
Insurance

Life • Health • Group Health
Long Term Care • Annuities

Medicare Supplements
Auto • Home • Commercial

floyd@floydcpetittinsurance.com

(325) 453-4551
PO Box 184 • 715 Austin
Robert Lee, Texas  76945

(325) 223-1563
5002 Knickerbocker

San Angelo, Texas  76904

We Put YOU First!
You’re not a number to us, but a member of our family!


