
or part of  the aforesaid land 
area as a tax abatement 
reinvestment zone.  Notice of  
the public meeting and hearing 
is being given by the County in 
the manner required by law.  

Questions regarding this 
matter may be directed to the 
Hon. Deborah Horwood, the 
County Judge of  Sterling 
County, Texas, at:  (physical 
office address) Sterling County 
Courthouse, 609 4th Avenue, 
Sterling City, Texas 76951; 
(mailing address) P.O. Box 819, 
Sterling City, Texas 76951; and 
(telephone) 325-378-3481. 

         52-1tc

(Continued from page 5)
It’s what led them into a legal 

dispute through the 1980s.
El Paso resides atop the 

Hueco Bolson aquifer, which 
extends into Mexico and a little 
into New Mexico. Meanwhile, 
El Paso’s neighbor, southern 
New Mexico, is atop the Mesilla 
Bolson aquifer, which extends 
into Mexico and a little into 
Texas. When El Paso officials 
saw their aquifer’s water level 
decrease, they argued that 
southern New Mexico had more 
underground water than they 
needed and applied to drill 
water wells on their neighbor’s 

The ordeal reminded El Paso 
that every drop matters. 
Billboards throughout the city 
told residents to conserve water. 

 that 
Sterling County, Texas 
(“County”), by and through its 
governing body, the 
Commissioners Court of  
Sterling County, Texas, will 
hold a public meeting on July 
12, 2021, at 9:00 a.m. County 
local time, at the Sterling 
County Courthouse located at 
609 4th Avenue, Sterling City, 
Texas 76951, and at said 
meeting will conduct a public 
hearing to consider the request 
by Edmondson Ranch Wind, 
LLC for the designation of  a 
certain contiguous land area (as 
hereafter described) located 
wholly in Sterling County, 
Texas as the 

, a tax abatement 
reinvestment zone proposed 
pursuant to Chapter 312 of  the 
Texas Tax Code and other 
authority.

At the public hearing, the 
County will receive information 
to determine, among other 
things, whether the:  (1) 
improvements sought within the 
proposed zone are feasible and 
practical and would be a benefit 
to the land to be included in the 
zone and to the County after 
the expiration of  any tax 
abatement agreement; (2) 
proposed zone designation 
would contribute to the 
retention or expansion of  
primary employment or would 
attract major investment in the 
zone that would be a benefit to 
the property to be included in 
the zone and would contribute 
to the economic development 
of  Sterling County, Texas and 
(3) proposed zone is eligible for 
commercial-industrial tax 
abatement. 

The land area being 
considered for the zone 
designation is located wholly in 
Sterling County, Texas, contains 
approximately 9,331.90 
contiguous acres, more or less, 
is located on and near the 
boundary of  Glasscock County, 
Texas with Sterling County, 
Texas, south of  Texas Highway 
158, and is composed of  certain 
tracts or parcels of  land in the 
following abstracts of  Sterling 
County, Texas, more 
particularly described in the 
public records of  the Offices of  
the County Clerk of  Sterling 
County, Texas and the Sterling 
County Appraisal District, to 
which reference is made for all 
purposes:  Sterling County 
Abstract Nos. 1262, 1251, 568, 
1139, 1063, 1097, 1064, 570, 
553, 1061, 1066, 1052, 565, 52, 
1197, 808, and 973. 

At the public hearing, 
interested persons are entitled 
to speak and present evidence 
for or against the zone 
designation.  Following the 
public hearing, at the aforesaid 
or a subsequent public meeting, 
the County may consider the 
approval and designation of  all 
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land. New Mexico rejected those 
applications.

New Mexico officials said 
allowing El Paso to buy their 
public water violated their state 
constitution. It was like giving 
away state property. But because 
it was cheaper to challenge New 
Mexico’s laws in court than to 
get water from anywhere else, El 
Paso sued. And because of  the 
animosity between the 
neighbors, it became one of  the 
country’s bitterest water 
conflicts.

Before long, New Mexico’s 
then Lt. Gov. Mike Runnels 
urged his constituents to refrain 
from spending their dollars in El 
Paso. At least one millionaire 
from New Mexico, Bill 
Stahmann, closed his corporate 
account with El Paso’s State 
National Bank and resigned as 
its director. Stahmann told El 
Paso if  their city didn’t have 
enough water, they should limit 
their growth. Even the Las 
Cruces Women’s Council of  
Realtors got involved. They 
distributed bumper stickers 
around southern New Mexico 
that read, “Thou shall not covet 
thy neighbor’s water.” The 11-
year dispute ended with a 
“settlement agreement,” and El 
Paso didn’t get any water.

In the ’90s and ’00s, El Pasoans 
who changed to water-efficient 
appliances got cash and rebates.
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