Check Out
Coke County

Library!

The winners for the weekly
drawing for July 7-10 at the
Coke County Library are
Anthony  Ramirez, Caitlyn
Cerritos, Ellah Holik, and Kelan
Waggonner.

Once again, this summer, the
Coke County Library will be
hosting magician, the Amazing
Mr. K!' Mr. K. will be
performing Wednesday,
August 5, 10 am at the large rec
hall in the park. Please make
plans to attend. All ages are
invited.

Library hours are Tuesday 8-
12, Wednesday 8-4, Thursday 1-
5, and Friday 8-12.

Texas ranchers
rebuilding herds, lower

beef prices to come

Despite recent flooding rains
wreaking havoc on Texas
farmers, there is a bright spot for
agriculture and consumers.

Ranchers across the
including County, are
working to rebuild their cattle
herds. The heavy rains will help
Texas pastures recover from the
many years of drought and fill
soil profiles with water.

The greener pastures on the
horizon are good news for
consumers, too.

“Years of drought devastated
pastures,  leaving  virtually
nothing for cows to eat,” said
Coke County Farm Bureau
President John Ross Copeland.
“Ranchers were forced to sell
cattle, which resulted in low

on

state,
now
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numbers and higher beef prices
for consumers.”

With  help record-
breaking rainfall in May, pasture

from

conditions statewide are the best

since 2007 and above the
national average.
“This was just what was

needed to recover from the
drought,” said. “It’s the key
ingredient to rebuilding the
largest beef herd in the nation.”
The beef  supply
should increase as Texas

ranchers restock their herds, and

overall

consumers will eventually see a
drop in beef prices. Although,
noted, the lower prices won’t
happen overnight.

Final water rule adds risk,

uncertainty for Texas

A final by  the
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) will expand its
authority under the Clean Water

rule

Act and could leave Texas
agriculture mired in regulation.

After months of debate,
thousands of comments from
farmers and ranchers—

including 1,200 from Texas—
and direction from Congress,
EPA moved forward on their
interpretation of the rule.

“The agency will have more
power to farmers,
ranchers, landowners and other
businesses under this final
Waters of the US. (WOTUS)
rule,”County President John
Ross “It’s
troubling for County agriculture
and local businesses.”

regulate

Copeland  said.

An initial review of the 88-
page rule shows that EPA, under
broad can
regulate most anything—farm

interpretations,

ponds, ditches and fields—as
waters of the U.S. This could
allow the agency to dictate land-
decisions

use and farming
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LIFE ® HEALTH ® GROUP HEALTH
LONG TERM CARE e ANNUITIES
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS
AUTO * HOME e COMMER(IAL

WE PuT YOU FIRST!

YOU'RE NOT A NUMBER TO US, BUT A MEMBER OF OUR FAMILY!

(325) 223-1563
5002 KNICKERBOCKER
SAN ANGELO, TEXAS 76904

floydepetittinsurance.com

NEW TO ROBERT LEE
Chekos Tex-Mex Grill

500 Commerce, Robert Lee, (325) 450-1039
09 Monday - Saturday, 7 am to 2 pm

‘,\ﬂch Mexican & American Plates
cc'ﬁ\s Daily Specials from $8 to $10

2 Breakfast Burritos
with Meat & Egg, 16 oz. drink

$5.75
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District Championship! Casey Skipworth of Robert Lee retired the Royals in order in the bottom
of the sixth Saturday evening in Bangs in a battle of tournament unbeatens sending the Blizzards to the

championship game Saturday night. The Blizzards then had an opportunity for the district
championship and a berth in the state tournament. Late Saturday night, the Hurricanes defeated the
Blizzards, 17-16, to force a second championship game at 2:00 p.m. Sunday.

As the all-Winters Championship game of the Texas Teen-Age Baseball District 3 Boys 12U Open
Base Tournament broke out, the eleventh - and final —blast determined the survivor. The Blizzards
stunned the Hurricanes, 3-2, to capture the TTAB district championship. With the victory, the Blizzards

also earned a spot in the TTAB Boys 12U Open Base State Tournament in Hillsboro, Texas.

to ditch the rule,”said. “The

practices.

Farmers and ranchers could
be required to obtain a permit
for many farming practices.

Fertilizer and pesticide
applications might also be
affected.

“We do have hope that

Congress will send EPA back to
the drawing board and tell them

U.S. House and the Senate
Environmental and  Public
Works ~ Committee  recently

passed legislation telling the
agency to start over. We have
high hopes the full Senate will
pass that legislation, too.”

The measure—the Federal
Water Quality Protection Act, S

1140—would force EPA to drop
its interpretation of the Clean
Water Act and craft a new rule
that would meet congressional
intent, taking into account the
concerns of farmers, ranchers
and others affected by the rule.
Additional information on
Ditch the Rule can be found at
http://ditchtherule.fb.org.

utage alerts
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Consumers served by AEP Texas now
have the option to be notified by text

message or e-mail when their home or
business is affected by a power outage.

Consumers who enroll in AEP Texas
Mobile Alerts will receive a notification
when an outage has been reported in
their area and will get updates as AEP

Texas crews determine the outage
cause and can estimate when power is

expected to be restored.

Sign up at www.aeptexas.com/alerts
to register your home or business account.
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A unit of American Electric Power

For more information visit: www.aeptexas.com




