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of  over 5,600. The surrounding 
countryside contained multitudes 
of  people. The business roster is 
simply staggering: three movie 
theaters, 14 car dealers, 25 
grocery stores(!), and at least four 
barbers and seven beauty shops, 
not to mention jewelers, dry 
goods stores, department stores, 
dress shops, and a host of  other 
businesses that are foreign to 
small towns of  the 21st century. 
You don’t need me to recount 
today’s business roster in 
Stamford to know it is a far cry 
from 1947. In many ways, 
Stamford is more fortunate than 
many towns. Walmart and Dollar 
General have replaced grocery 

 Half  Section to 2 sections of  
land for grazing.  Contact Wayne 
McCutchen at (325) 473-3201.
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As I have studied the rural 

revitalization question, I have 
seen how local nostalgia 
underlies some very important, 
legitimate feelings within people. 
Nostalgia for the “good old days” 
in town is actually a fondness for 
an era in which the community 
was prospering and growing. It 
was an era in which good jobs 
were plentiful, buildings were full 
of  businesses, and downtown was 
full of  people on Saturday. 

These fond feelings are for an 
era when local economies 
worked for the benefit of  the 
local community and its people.

In one of  his more recent 
books, Wendell Berry (it’s been a 
few weeks since I mentioned 
him) recounts a 1946 
promotional advertisement for 
New Castle, the seat of  his home 
county of  Henry County, 
Kentucky. New Castle boasted at 
least 55 stores, shops, and offices 
in those days, with everything 
from four grocery stores and two 
dry goods stores to a hatchery, a 
shoe repair shop, five doctors, a 
printing shop, five lawyers, six 
insurance agents, and more. New 

Castle had a population of  only 
650, but those people mostly 
shopped locally and New Castle 
served a surrounding area that 
was filled to the brim with small 
farms. Today, New Castle has a 
population of  900 or so. Henry 
County’s population has grown 
from about 12,000 in 1946 to 
more than 15,000 today. New 
Castle’s business roster, 
however, is dismal. Despite 
more population, it has but a 
dozen or so businesses. The 
dollar store on the outskirts of  
town is the closest stand-in for a 
grocery store.

Henry County is not alone. 
Many communities with an 
agriculture economy have a 
similar tale to. Recently, our 
downtown Museum of  the West 
Texas Frontier opened an 
exhibit about Stamford 75 years 
ago. In 1947, Stamford was 
much larger than New Castle. 
This was our peak population 

Page 6   Friday, July 29, 2022  The Observer/Enterprise

BUY IT!  SELL IT!  FIND IT!

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
All real estate advertising in this 

newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status or national 
origin, or an intention, to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”  Familial status 
includes children under the age of 
18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and 
people securing custody of children 
under 18.

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
for real estate which is in violation 
of the law.  Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of 
discrimination, call HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.  The toll-free 
telephone number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

50¢ Per Word
$7.50 Minimum

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING RATES

Rates when paid in advance.

Legal Notices:
50¢ Per Word

A service charge will be 
added to all ads which 

must be billed.

WANTED

Visit us
online at
Observer

Enterprise.com


