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   The county treasurer, as the 
chief  custodian of  all county 
funds, including the general fund 
and special funds, such as those 
dedicated to a certain purpose 
and those under the control of  
an elected official other than the 
commissioners court.  The 
treasurer has a duty to receive all 
money received by the county 
from any source and place it in 
the appropriate county 
depository. All county money 
received by any official must be 
delivered promptly to the county 
treasurer for proper handling.
   The county treasurer is also 
responsible for disbursing county 
funds as directed by the 
commissioners court consistently 
with the law. The county 
treasurer often acts as the chief  
liaison between the county and 
all depository banks. In this 
capacity, he or she maintains 
records of  all deposits and 
withdrawals, and reconciles all 

bank statements, thus assuring 
their accuracy and the safety of  
county funds. The county 
treasurer, who may be designated 
as the county’s investment officer, 
is required to submit regular 
reports to the commissioners 
court about the county’s finances.
   As with all elected county 
officials, the treasurer has 
ultimate authority over the 
operations of  the office, 
including the authority to hire 
and fire personnel and direct 
their daily activities. The 
treasurer also has authority to 
determine how to use all other 
resources allocated to the office 
during the budget process.

Treasurer Hal Spain was an 
accomplished businessman 
before being elected as 
Treasurer.  Raised in Haskell, he 
earned his Master of  
Agricultural Education at Texas 
Tech University.  He began his 
career with the Texas Extension 
Service, serving as an ag agent 
in several communities 
throughout the state.  He next 
moved to Sonora where he 
owned Spain’s Department 
Store and served as the 
President of  the Sonora 
Chamber of  Commerce.  He 
moved to Coke County when he 
purchased The Observer/
Enterprise in 1983.  He owned 
and operated the local 
newspaper until his election in 
2010.  An avid horseman, Spain 
served as a national director and 
Executive Secretary for national 
horse organizations.  He and his 
wife Kimberly are active in 
Robert Lee’s Methodist Church.  
Hal has two children, Wade 
Spain and Christi Spain Savage.  
He also has four grandchildren.


