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problems get worse never
better. Teach children to turn
water faucets off quickly and
tightly after each use. A toilet
leak can waster lots of water.
Put a small amount of food
coloring into the tank. If the
color trickles into the bowl,
there is a leak and repairs are
needed.
Laundry:

Wait until you have a full
load before washing items, or
use a lower water  level
setting. Check garments to
make sure they need washing.
Don’t  wash clothes more
o f t e n  t h a n  n e c e s s a r y.
Encourage children to change
into play-clothes after school
so  tha t  schoo l -andp lay-
clothes can be worn several
times. Siphon gray water
from your washing machine
into your yard.
Personal Care:

Urge family members to
take  4  minu te  showers
instead of tub baths. Turn off
shower water  while  you
apply soap to body, or lather
hair and massage scalp. Turn
water off while you shave
and brush your teeth.
Dishwashing:

Wash only a full load of
dishes in the dishwasher. A
dishwasher uses about 9 to 13
gallons of water per cycle.
Avoid unnecessary rinsing of
dishes  that  go in to  the
dishwasher for immediate
washing. Scrape if necessary.
When washing dishes by
hand, use one pan of soapy
water for washing and a
second pan of hot water for
rinsing. Rinsing in a pan
requires  less  water  than
r ins ing under  a  running
faucet.
House Plants:

Use rinse water, gray water
saved from bathing or clothes
washing to water  indoor
plants.  Do not use soapy
water on indoor plants. It
could damage them. Water
indoor plants  only when
needed. Too much water can
damage plants. Use water
from dehumidifier to water
plants.

Agriculture
Secretary Vilsack

Announces Changes
to CRP to Assist

Producers Impacted
by Severe Drought

Conditions
Agriculture Secretary Tom

Vilsack today announced that
the Farm Service Agency
(FSA)  i s  modi fy ing  i t s
C o n s e r v a t i o n  R e s e r v e
Program (CRP) policies to
he lp  those  a ffec ted  by
sustained drought conditions.
Throughout  this  year  of
extreme weather, USDA has
suppor ted  and  de l ivered
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  f a r m e r s ,
r a n c h e r s ,  a n d  r u r a l
communi t i e s  ac ross  the
country.

“We continue to do all we
can to help thousands of
farmers and ranchers in the
southwestern United States
who are s truggling from
d r o u g h t , ”  s a i d  Vilsack.
“Many ranchers have been or
wi l l  be  fo rced  to  se l l

livestock due to drought and
USDA will do what we can to
help our farmers and ranchers
dur ing these  chal lenging
times.”

T h e  p o l i c y  c h a n g e s
i n f l u e n c e  F S A r u l e s
governing emergency grazing.
The period normally allowed
for emergency grazing lasts
through Sept. 30, 2011. FSA
is permitting farmers and
ranchers in drought stricken
s t a t e s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n
approved  fo r  emergency
grazing, including those in
Co lo rado ,  Kansas ,  New
Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas,
to  extend the  emergency
grazing period to Oct. 31,
2011, without an additional
payment reduction.

P r o d u c e r s  w i s h i n g  t o
par t ic ipa te  in  emergency
grazing must first request
permission from the FSA
county office by indicating
the acreage to be grazed.

As a  second condi t ion
designed to help livestock
producers, FSA will  allow
producers  na t ionwide  to
utilize harvested hay from
expiring CRP acres when
those acres are being prepared
for fall seeded crops. Prior to
t h i s  m o d i f i c a t i o n ,  a l l
mechanically harvested hay
was required to be destroyed.
This change enables livestock
producers to feed the hay that
is mechanically harvested to
their own livestock or to sell
or donate hay. Consistent
wi th  exis t ing pol icy for
m a n a g e d  o r  e m e rgency
haying and grazing of eligible
CRP acres, rental payments
will be reduced by 25 percent
for those utilizing this option.

“We are eager to do all we
can in the face of this drought
crisis across the southern
p l a i n s , ”  s a i d  F S A
Administrator Bruce Nelson.
“This has been one of the
worst dry and hot spells since
the Dust Bowl era of the
‘30s.”

For  fur ther  information
abou t  t he  Conse rva t i on
R e s e r v e  P r o g r a m  a n d
Emerg e n c y  H a y i n g  a n d
G r a z i n g ,  p r o d u c e r s  a r e
encouraged to visi t  their
USDA Service Centers or go
online to www.fsa.usda.gov.
Search under Conservation
P r o g r a m s  a n d  D i s a s t e r
Assistance.

CONFERENCE ROOM 119, ROBERT LEE
SCHOOL, 1323 HAMILTON STREET

drop box
is located at

Hometown
Hardware

in Bronte.
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