
through the emotional part of
this, is looking at the long-
t e r m , ”  s a i d  D r.  Ted
M c C o l l u m ,  AgriLife
Extension livestock special-
ist. “With current conditions,
if we don’t get significant
rain in  the next  several
weeks, those rangelands that
burned aren’t going to be able
to carry many cattle, if any,
until  next fall .  And then,
grazing will be limited.”

Ranchers planning to feed
cattle after the fires need to
consider that, because of the
drought in other parts of the
state, hay supplies are going
to be short, McCollum said.
Hay will probably have to
come from some other region.
Ranchers opting to continue
feeding their animals have
several options, he said. Low-

quality hay, or another rough-
age source such as cotton
burrs, can be supplemented
with concentrated nutrients to
balance out what the cattle
need, McCollum said.

The other option may be to
get away from the traditional
thinking of feeding hay and
feed a more concentrated diet,
he said. Less total pounds of
feed would be required, but
this option may present some
problems with handling and
delivering of feed.

The other option that some
might have to look at is selling
the cattle, he said. “Look at
de-stocking partially or fully,”
McCollum said. “The net loss
or net gain of selling out now
and buying back later may be
relatively the same as trying to
figure out how to feed those

cows for several months.
“Immediate selling may be a
necessary move for cattle
that have been injured by the
fire. Any cattle that have suf-
fered heating of the feet,
b l i s ter ing of  the  udder,
excessive smoke inhalation
and other insults should be
marketed before the injuries
progress to the point that the
cattle are unmerchantable.”

The potential for pasture
recovery is another factor to
cons ide r  when  keep ing
cattle.

The timing and the rate at
which the fires moved may
mean the damage to the plant
community might not be as
bad as some think it is, he
said, but the problem is soil
moisture. The recovery of
those areas is going to be
slow. “If we get any rainfall
in the next month or so, the
recovery may be better than
p e o p l e  t h i n k  i t  i s , ”
McCollum said. “The key
factor – can we get any
timely rainfall?”

But regardless of whether
the rain comes, the carrying
capacity is going to be lower
than normal. Ranchers may
face stocking at less than
half of the normal rates, he
said. The primary grasses
need to accumulate some for-
age and have adequate soil
moisture to continue growth
before any grazing should be
considered, McCollum said.
Without moisture, it may be
next fall, after forage goes
dormant, before any animals
can be put on the pasture.
Buying hay or finding pas-
ture now is a temporary stop-
gap management measure, he
said. Without rain, purchas-
ing hay and feed is simply
delaying some decisions. “I
know it is hard to do, but
they need to be thinking
about  contingencies one,
three and six months down
the road,” McCollum said.

West Coke County
Hospital  Board

Meeting minutes
By Pat Stephens

The Board of Directors of
t h e  Wes t  Coke  County
Hospital District met in regu-
lar session, Tuesday July 26,
2011, in the office of the
Administrator at the Robert
Lee Care Center. Members
present included President
M a r y  B e s s e n t ,  D e s s i e
Kendall, Sarah Green and Pat
Stephens. Roger Alexander,
Administrator,  a n d  J a n i e
Munoz, Business Office Mgr.
were also in at tendance.
President Bessent called the
meeting to order at 9:43 AM,
and declared there was a quo-
rum. Dessie Kendall gave the
invocation. The minutes from
the previous meetings were
approved.

In  the  s taffing update,
Roger informed the Board of
some staffing changes which
had been made, and also, the
need of a Janitor.    He
reported there are currently
11  r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e
Alzheimer’s Unit ,  and 50
residents total in the Care
Center as of the meeting
date.

The Board then discussed
capital projects. The renova-
tion of the dining room is
complete, and the public is
encouraged to drop by and
see the beautiful changes
which have been made to the
dining room and the front
lobbies.  The residents and
staff alike are enjoying the
area, as it is a lot more func-
tional, as well as beautiful.

Accounts receivable were
reviewed and discussed in
depth.

In Public Relations, Roger
informed the Board he is in
the process of implementing
a website for the facility,
under the direction of Patty
Cisco .   The ta lents  of
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Glenn-Bivins Insurance
325-473-6791

GlennBivinsUsa@aim.com

Locally and Family Owned Since 1922

We’ll Be Here When You Need Us!
Home - Auto - Life - Commercial - RV

“Insure your home and auto with Germania and save 15% on
both; and receive an additional 10% with a Life policy.”

BHS Lady Longhorns!  The Bronte Volleyball team began their season with scrimmages
this past weekend against Water Valley, Sterling City, Grape Creek, and Central at San Angelo
Central.    Jill Scott and Kaitlyn Braswell up for the block, while Mackenzie Gibbs and
Kimber Lee are ready for the digs.

Please feel free to

contact us with

any news items,

pictures, etc. you

feel would be of

interest to our

readers.

BSERVER/
NTERPRISEOET

H

E

Serving Coke County
P.O. Box 1329 Robert Lee, TX  76945

(325) 453-2433 • o-e@wcc.net

Wildfires leave more
than ashes behind

When the fences are gone,
as well as the grass, cattle
raisers are going to have to
make some tough decisions
on whether to try to feed or
go to market with their cattle,
according to Texas AgriLife
Extension Service personnel.

Across the state of Texas,
it’s the same story over and
over – the grass is gone,
destroyed by fire,  hay is
short and soil moisture is
almost nonexistent.  Some
tough decisions lie ahead for
ranchers caught in the wake
of the recent fast-moving
wildfires, a Texas AgriLife
Extension Service specialist
said.  “Something that  is
important ,  after  they get

Stopher's Deli
403 W. 10th Street • Robert Lee • 453-9000

Hours:  11 am to 2 pm and 5 pm to 7:30 pm
Monday - Friday

Deli Subs
Ham, Turkey, Homemade Chicken Salad,
Cucumber Salad or Pimento Cheese, BLT $3.95

Club (Ham, Turkey, Bacon, Your
choice of 2 cheese, and toppings) $4.95

Wraps
Chicken (Grilled or Breaded),

Cheddar Hot Link - Try our secret sauce! $3.95

Wrap sandwiches served in flour tortilla with choice of BBQ, Buffalo,
Honey Mustard, Lemon-Pepper, Polynesian, Sweet & Sour, or Teriyaki.

Wings
6 Piece - $5.95 • 8 Piece - $6.95

10 Piece - $7.95 • 20 Piece - $15.95
Your choice of BBQ, Buffalo, Lemon-Pepper, Orange, Polynesian, Sweet

& Sour, Margarita, Caribbean Jerk, Garlic Parmesan or Teriyaki.

Chicken Strips
3 Piece - $5.95 • 5 Piece - $7.95

Boneless, Skinless Chicken Breast Strips - Breaded or Grilled
Your choice of BBQ, Buffalo, Honey Mustard, Lemon-Pepper, Orange,

Polynesian, Sweet & Sour,  or Teriyaki.

Combos
6 Piece Wings or 3 Piece Strips $7.95

Sub (Club add .50) or Wrap $5.75

Served with chips and a drink.  For tator tots, add .50.

ALL MADE FROM SCRATCH!

A-BAN EXTERMINATORS
Licensed Insured

“A Ban on Bugs”
Termites • Roaches • Ants • Moths • Etc.

TIM BYRD, Owner
(325) 944-4031
Cell:  (325) 656-6212

PO Box 861
San Angelo, Texas

76902

Agent

By Garrett Gilliam


