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 Avoid placing the mulch in 
contact with the trunk.

Re-use shower, bath and 
cooking water; just capture the 
water in a bucket or other 
container.

Check your irrigation systems 
for leaks.

Let your lawn grow taller. 
Shade from longer grass helps to 
reduce the soil temperature and 
the amount of  water lost due to 
evaporation.

Avoid pruning activities. 
Pruning of  live tissue causes 
trees to expend energy to seal 
over the wounds. That energy 
could be better used to 
overcome drought stress.

Avoid disrupting the soil 
under and around the drip line 
or canopy of  the tree. Root 
disturbance and compaction 
reduces the ability of  the tree to 
absorb and transport water.

Avoid digging holes in an 
effort to water more deeply as 
this will dry out the soil in a 
tree’s root zone.

Some trees are also beginning 
to see secondary pests and 
diseases, or stressors. Secondary 
pests and diseases are those that 
attack a tree that is already 
stressed by something else, such 
as a drought or a winter storm. 
These stressors should not be 
what is treated this summer.

“This summer, the root cause 
of  the issues we are seeing is the 
dry conditions and extreme 
heat,” said Flocke. “We might 
be seeing that represented as the 
tree becomes stressed by other 
issues, such as insect attacks or 
fungus forming on the tree, but 
really, the root cause is drought 
and heat stress and that is what 
we need to address in order to 
keep the trees healthy, not the 
insects or fungus that are 
secondary.”

While we won’t know the 
extent of  the impact the drought 
is going to have on the state’s 
tree canopy until it’s over, 
chances are it will get worse 
before it gets better. So, for now, 
prioritize your trees for 
significance and value, and try 
to water them as conservatively 
as possible while we endure this 
Texas drought.

For additional information on 
caring for trees during drought 
conditions, visit https://
tfsweb.tamu.edu/afterthestorm/
Drought/.

Stay informed on drought 
conditions in your area by 
visiting https://tfsfrd.tamu.edu/
ForestDrought/.


